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Nair tn, mine LILY | 
N FT E R Epiſcopacy hath continued, for fo many 


FA Centuries, the generally ſettled and viſible Go- 
vernment of the Church, it may well ſeem ſtrange, 
as it is indeed very hard, to be obliged, now, to ſhow 
wherein the true Nature and due Exerciſe of it conſiſts; 
But this Neceſſity, and the Occaſion ot it, is eſpecially 
unlucky, and to be regreted in the ſuffering Circumſtan - 
ces, to which the poor Remains of an once flouriſhing. 
Church are in this Country reduced: Where its Clergy, 
without any Aid or ' Encouragement trom the civil Po- 
wers, in a; laudable Imitation of the primitive Times, 
have been generouſly: maintained, and piouſly ſupported 
by the voluntary Contributions of ſuch of the Laity as 
adhere to her Communion. In ſuch a. Situation, the 
breaking out of Diſſentions, and their rifing to all that 
Height, that patty Teal; and perſonal Prejudice and Re- 
ſentment can carry them, = the ſtumbling: of many of 
(1975 4 2 1 2 our 
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1 _ er Friends, and expoſing us to all our Enemies, is ſo b 
8 unaccountable, that it looks, really, like an Inſatuation. Y 
8 | But as it is as undeniable, that ſuch Diviſions have ariſen « 


en, 


are juſtly chargeable; the following Sheets are deſigned ; 
for an Appeal to all in our Communion, and indeed eve- 
ry unprejudiced Perſon, where the F ault{ and conſequen- 


iy the Blame is to be lodge. 1 


I ſhall not anticipate the Judgment of the Readers, 2 


ples, as to doubt of their agreeing with all that ef bave 


{which generally thro' the New-Teſtament are made 
to the Church as a Society) are, by the Inſtitutions of Re- 
ligion, and above all the two Sacraments, applied and 
made effectual to particular Chriſtianss 
Thheſe are Principles as univerſally acknowledged as Epi- 
ſcopacy itſelf is, (and with them who do, or pretend to do 
fo, we have only now to do:) And were they, and the juſt 
and natural Conſequences of them, but duly adverted to, 
and laid to Heart, they would have prevented, and might 
15 | F even 
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even ſtill have the Power to cool and remove abu 
ities and Broils, to = 


ral Heats, and unchriſtian Anir | 

«Which we ate fallen. 
The Succeſs of theſe Principles! to bring About fo Geſt 
rable an End, it is wore will be the hs Fo when fone 
rejudices and Mi. 


N 
en ee, 3 <3 


2 @O £1723 


de owing. And that the fairer 
Satisfaction of Courſe, may be. given, as, to kl the! 4rue 


State 99 4 ſhall be fully deduced, and unexceptionably 
— 5 as 1 go along, I mall , any 'Ex- 


18 they may ſeem liable to, and anſwer all Oz 


£ Etiohs hat 850 been raiſed againſt tien: 


But before I come to the Settlement in Dunder be 
4757 or the Intruſion in 1743, Which, with what hath 
followed upon them, are the main F ats in Queſtion, fr 
may not be amiſs :0 premiſe ſomething about a Fact too, 
which, after it had paſſed current from the very. Begin- 
ning '6f Chriſtianity," and all the while been vifible in 
Practice, and never«'controverted 'in Theory, came at 


laſt to be called in Queſtion for the firſt Time abour” fout 5 


and twenty Years ago + 

The Fact is, The Government of the Church by: Dia: 
ceſan Biſhops, i. e. ſuch as haye the provincial or national 
Churches, into which the catholic one is divided, par- 
celled out among them into particular Diſtricts, which 
each ſeverally inſpeRs; governs and reſides on, and is the 
proper Center of Unity to his reſpective Portio Gregis. 
The Riſe of the oppoſite Scheme (which, as it is the la- 
teſt, has been the ſhorteſt lived of all that have been 
fet up for Church Government) was owing to the unpre- 
cedented Claims of ſome who had been promoted to the 
Epiſcopate, merely with a View of continuing the Suc> 
ceſhon, and preventing the Hardſhip and Inconvenien- 
cies, which this Church had once and again felt, in bein 
obliged to apply to a fieighbouring Chorch for the re- 
ve wing Ait. 


. | When 


. 


= +, When the Number of the. e eee 1 
1 volution began to gro thin, they timeoully and y lei 
, advanced others, as Neceſſity and Opportunity occurred, 
4 into their own; Order. But apprehending Perſecution 
7 under a late contrary Eſtabliſhment, or for ſome other 
| prudential Conſiderations, it was done ſo ſecretly, that 
neither Clergy nor People were adviſed, or let into the 
new Promotions, and the neareſt; Friends, ſometimes 
/ not appriſed of the Character their Relation wöre, till 
| Jiving (four in this Kingdom, and two in Englas it the © 
Time that Dr. Roſs the late worthy Biſhop of &vadurgh, 
1 and the laſt of the Ante-Revolution Biſhops, died in 
| March, 1720. Two of theſe, fix kept their Deſign iz 
= . | Petzto (which was Pa diſclaimed by Biſnop Falconer, 
© hay the Day before the. Edinburgh Clergy elected Dr. Fuller- 
3 ton for their Biſhop); till, by Ways and Means they got 
. A heir Numbers increaſed. And the Steps they took in 
: N order to this, the Plea they thereupon ſet up of governing 
| he. national Church in common, and the groundleſs 
| Clamours they raiſed, to ſupply the Place of Arguments 
| in ſuch an untenable Cauſe, have been, really, the true 
j Scqurce of all the Conſuſions into which we have been 
i ROY WO TNT WC 
| It was pleaded upon the Dioceſan Side of the Queſtion, 
| That they had the avowed uninterrupted. Practice of al; 
| Ages and Places, wherever Epiſcopacy had obtained, in 
| their Favours; that the whole Hiſtory of the Church 
— was. a continued Confirmation of their Cauſe, and did 
1 not afford a ſingle Exception to the contrary: There be- 
ing not one Inſtance on Record of any Biſhop claiming 
„ a ſpiritual Authority or Juriſdiction over any Nation or 
f Province, but in Virtue of his paſtoral Relation to, and 


in it; which, if ever two pretended to at a Time, there 
was but one always acknowledged by all who were ſound 
__,., Chriſtians 
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Of them who had been thus promoted there were fix ©. 


his being the proper Ordinary of ſome particular Place | 
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1 
Chriſtians, and the other looked upon to be, Non ſecun- 
aus Jed nullus, in 8. Cprian's Phraſe, Ep. 5. 

It was proved, that the Right, which every Biſhop has, 

to have his Communicants received, and his Acts of Diſ- 
cipline homologated by every other Biſnop, was founded 
on his having a Share of the Unus epr/eapatus, by his being 
the Governour and Head of Communion to his own par- 
ticular Church; and that the Title to a Place or Vote 
in provincial Synods, or cecumetiical Councils, which he 
had, was in Conſequence of his having a Diſtrict, a Flock 
or Charge within the Bounds, that were to be ſubje to 
Pons enacted in them: And that when the 
Churck (or rather indeed the Coutt) of Rome, to carry 
thro', and get a" Sanction to her other Corruptiens, had 
introduced mere Titulars into her Councils, yet even in 
her dreggieſt Times, there were loud Remonſtrances 
made againſt them. . 857 OC ON 19 HER 2 e #2. 
It was demonſtrated from the Principles upon which 
the primitive Church proceeded, and efpecially the Wri- 
rings of St. Inatius and St. Cyprian, that a Dioceſan 
Church, with its Clergy and People united to their Bi- 
ſhop, was a compleat ofganized Body within it ſelf, and 
the giving it two or more Heads they would have recko- 
ned making a Monſter of it: For that the primitive Bi- 
ſhops would have been fo far from turning a Monarchy 
into a Republick,” as theſe Men did in the very worſt 
Senſe, that their conſtant unanimous Doctrine was, That 
one Biſhop in ene Church was the only proper appointed 
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Repreſentation on Earth, of the One God, and One Me- 
diator in Heaven; and that the inviſible Communion 
with the One was only to be maintained by a viſible Com- 
munion with the Other, ſince the Holy Ghoſt, who was 
the Bond of this Union, diſpenſed his ſaving Graces, which 
were the Cement of it, moſtly, (if not only,) in the Or- 
dinances of Religion adminiſtred by, or in Subordination 
to this one Biſhop, and above all by the Sacraments. Bap- 
tiſm, in their account, was the Ordinance of Admiſſion in- 
to the Chriſtian Church; there the Title of the Recipient 
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= ples, the pious Ancients would have looked upon the ſet- 
= ding up more Biſhops than one in the ſame Dioceſan 
1 Church, as a Step 10 the Blaſphemy of more Gods than 

It One and every other Altar than his, in the ſame Bounds; + - 
they; would have pronounced the moſt dating Rebellion ©, 
2gainft.the Inſtitutions of Heaven. Now, if W 


edent as the Apoſtles, who, they ſaid; governed the 
hureh in common, each having the ſame Authority in 
every Fart of it, none having been then appropriate: gut 
they owned at the ſame Time, that the Character and 
Commiſhon ↄf the Apoſtles was in ſeveral Reſpects extra · 
ordinary,.and in ſome, intirely perſonal. And they could 
ſearce be ignorant, that tlie beſt Divines and Antiquaries 
have, from ſeveral Texts of Scripture, inſerred that the 
Apoſtles divided the then known World among them, ſo 
that each had a proper Province ſor his Labours, and ne- 
ver intertered with Churches converted and ſettied by a- 
nother. And as this Opinion hath a conſiderable Coun- 
tenance, both in the ſacred, and other earlieſt Records of 
the Church, it is certain that thoſe. they conſtituted their 
immediate Succeſſors, they confined to particular Diſtricts, 
Lin one Ble lt ot fo ann 3 oe 
1, Their next Inſtance was in the firſt Converts from u- 
| 8 and Gentiliſin, who, they ſaid, continued to have 
ifferent Biſhops, even in the ſame City. But this was 
quite foreign to the Caſe ; becauſe, if ever it did obtain, 
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it Morded no Example of co-orginate Heads and Gover- .- 
-nors'of the fame Flock. Befides that it does not appear = 
certain that ever it took Place. It is rather probable, that 


the obſtinate Prejudices of the Fews were conquered, and - 5 
the od and new Peculium quite incorporated, before the a 
-apoſtolical Age was altogether elapſed, * Re I 
-* Then there were ſome Inſtances of Co-adjutors urged. | 
But theſe in the primitive Times were very few. For 
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his principal Voucher Feremundus, rever Mortal ſcems to 
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Now, who would have thought, that out of ſach mean 


erte 


ſnould have been raiſed ; had not the Zeal, (or ſome o- 
. & 5 ther 


SELF 4. 
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Cf 205k) 

ther Reaſon) of the Champion of the Party put him upon A 
. writing a Pamphlet, and adding a. Book in Support and ] 
Supplement of it: But he made up the Defect in Argu- t 
ment, as well as Bulk by ſtrange Miſrepreſentations of MF 1 
zT 

| 

{ 


1 
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real and pertinent, and a tedious Deſcanting upon falſe or 
or foreign. Facts, together with a ſhameleſs Farrago of 

malicious and groundleſs Inſinuations, rude and low Ban- 
ter, and trifling inaccurate Criticiſms, e 
But after this Account of fo forlorn a Cauſe, and ſo pro- 
per an Advocate for it, it may be excepted againſt as need? 
deed, 
; Col- "DOTY | 


4% 
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leis, the taking even this ſnort Notice of it. And in 
ſince that untimely and ill- fated Production off 
lege (as it was called) had ſo few Days, having wer ex- 
ceeded the Years of Pupillarity, for it was borh only in 
in 1720, and expired before the End of 1731, and has 
now for ſome time been buried, I would have incli- 
ned to let it reſt in Silence and Oblivion, had there not 
been ſuch Pains taken of late, to. conjure up. the Ghoſt 
- of it, which daily proves itſelf more and more to be a 
very unquiet, turbulent Sort of Spirit; which made me 
think it worth the while, to cantribute my Endeavours 
— 7 $77 r 
And it being on this Account proper, if not neceſſary, 
to begin with this Subject, the mighty Patron of the now 
extinct College might take it amiſs, and perhaps (as he 
ſeems very well diſpoſed for it) turn captious and make 
a Clamour, if I ſhould go to another, without ſaying any 
Thing about the Election of Biſhops, which he may pre- 
tend is a Controverſy ſtill ſubliſting. But all I think ne- 
ceſlary at this Time to ſay, en paſſant, as it were, is That 
altho' he enlarged much, he was fo far from eſtabliſhing 
any Thing, that he was all along quite wide of the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe, or even the true State of the Queſtion, 
in that his favorite Point; and that the Footing we are 
now upon, he is himſelf, by all Principles he has, or 
poſſibly can advance, bound to approve of; - becauſe 
it has, in the Sanction. of it, the Concurrence of every 
one he can plead to have Authority or Concern in it, 


and 
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ons of the Perſon they are to receive into their Order. 
The Clergy of the Diſtrict, by having the Right of Ele- 


it is impracticable and unneceſſary to conveen altogether) 


Time - always interveening betwixt the 


C14 F 
and all their ſeveral Intereſts very well conſulted by. it. 
It is the Deed of all his old Friends, who were in Life at 
the Time it was enacted, and as near our civil Conſtitu- 
tion as can be ſaid to be neceſſary, and our Circumſtan- 
ces will admit of: At the ſame Time that our Di- 
ſadvantages, with Reſpect to them, are repaired from the 
primitive Model. The Rights of the Biſhops are fully 
ſecured by waiting for a Mandate from them, and their 
being the ultimate Judges of the Fitneſs and Qualificati- 


Aion. erted into their Hands, are ſecure againſt having 
any Bifiop impoſed, or obtruded upon them againſt their 
Wills; and the Lay-Members of our Communion (whom 


are ſuppoſed to have their Conſent and Concurrence ta- 
ken in by their reſpective Paſtors ; or if they ſhould be 
wanting in this, which both Duty and Prudence make 
incumbent upon them, and make any Way an exceptio- 
nable Choice, the thing being done openly, and ſome 
Election and 
Conſecration, there is ſtill Room for entring their Diſ- 
ſent and the Reaſons of it: And there is no Place, ſure, 
for Complaint, while there has been no Promotion made, 
againſt which there has been the leaſt previous Reclai- 
ming; and that good Senſe and Generoſity we have had 
fo large an Experience of, ſeem to promiſe us a Security. 
that they will not ſtrike out, after the Thing is done, a- 
gainſt what they gave, at leaſt, a tacit Conſent to, at the 
Time of doing it. I ſhall only add farther on this Head, - 
that our preſent Diviſion into Diſtricts has all the Au- 
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- thority, that can reaſonably be deſired, becauſe indeed, all 


that is poſſible in our preſent Situaiton. 
To proceed then, now to 
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Of the eden in the Epiſcopal Congregs- 
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\H IS jndeed bath been much clamoured K's NY 

but ſcarcely ever ſo grofly miſrepreſented, or at- 
4 with ſuch a foul Mouth, and malicious Heart, as 
by the Author of the Appendix to. the Impartial Inquiry 
into the Riſe and'Pregreſs. of the ancient Uſage of Prayers 


for the Dead, We owe him that Obligation, however, 


that. his Calumnies will be the Occaſion of doing Juſtice 
to Truth, while it can be inſtructed beyond Contradicti- 
on, 1 ſhall deduce that Affair therefore, and vouch the 
Account I give of it, unexceptionably in every Step. 
And whereas he, like bis Author Bocce, adduces Vou- 
chers, whoſe being authentic depends too much upon 


Bis fingle Credit and Teftimony, the Originals oſ ſome 


of which, if ever he ſaw” himſelf, I never could find any 
one elie that did: All the Deeds or Letters I ſhall adduce 
in this, or the ſucceding Part of the Work, on the Side 1 
detend, are ready to be produced in the Originals, to any 
that want or defire that SatisfaQtion, by Biſhop Raitt at 
Dundee; and for- what J affidm on the other Side, I ap- 
peal to the Originals in the Hands they are properly lod- 
ged, and who alone can produce them. BY 

| £ 


T1 

The beſt, becauſe I think the faireſt and moſt ſatisfying 
Way, to ſhow how entirely regular this Settlement was, 
in all the Steps and Circumſtances of it, will be to prove 
from undoubted Documents, that it was altogether eon 
form to the Conſtitution and Rules of the Church, and 
the Practice of the Place where it was brought about, in 
former Vacancies. e Ter "Wor 
The Biſhops that were turned out upon the Revolution, 
wherever they reſided, retained ſtill the Direction of Ec- 


.| 1 cleſiaſtical Affairs in their proper Dioceſes, and confined 
=> themſelves to them alone. And as the Ordinary of any 


Placè ed out, tho' another Biſhop happened to live wi- 
thin the Bounds, the ordering every thing relating to the 
Church within the vacant Diſtrict fell to the Arch- Bi- 
ſhop of St. Andrews, and upon his Demiſe, to the Biſhop 
of Edinburgh as Vicar-General, who was then the WOrs 


thy Dr. Roſe. 


WMe have a Proof and Confirmation of this, in the firft 
Settlement in the Epiſcopal Congregation in Dundee, af? 
ter the Revolution. For our laſt legally eſtabliſhed Pri- 
mate, as well as Mr. Drummond Biſhop of Brechin, in 
whoſe Dioceſe it was, having died before Mr. Robert 
Raitt (whoſe Memory is ſtill ſo dear in the Place, and 
who had ſucceeded his Father before the Revolution) the 
Gentlemen and Heads of Families, in a general Meeting 
to the Number of ſixty, of which Patric Ogilvie Eiq; 
ot Balfaur was Præſes, appoint a Committee of themſelves 
to take the neceſſary and proper Meaſures for ſettling a 
Succeſſor: and this Committee continue the ſame Præſes, 
Who, by their Direction, and at their Sight, wrote a Letter 


of Invitation to Mr. James Goldman, Aſſoon as they 


were certified that Mr. Goldman was willing to accept, 
Mr. Robert Norrie, who had been Collegue to Mr. Raitt, 
at their Deſire, and by their Appointment, wrote to the 


Biſhop of Edinburgh, to have the whole ratified and con- 


armed by him, who, ſometime after, returned them this 
Anſwer, directed to Mr. Norrie. | 


Rev, 
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ZÞ 8 1 hana chat Mr. Goldman had dos ſettled 4 
0 vou, while the late Lord St. Andrews. was alive, and 
4 cc doubted not of your having got his Approbation to the 
< People's Choice: Mr. Goldman, I fhall not doubt, is 
a very worthy Church-man, ſeeing he is pitched on to 
| <« ſerve in the Miniſtry among you; and were it other- 
8 | < wiſe, I preſume you would have given me ſome Notice 
t | 46 by your laſt. However, I wiſh I had got ſome Teſtimc- 
© ny about him, under two or three Hands of {ome of o 
| <.our. Brethren, ſeeing that he is unknown to nie, But 
1 c becauſe that the People's Choice of him, aff your 
1 < Deſire to have it ratified, is a virtual Certificate of 
| ec his Fitneſs and Ability for the Work he has underta- 
cc ken, I do therefore, if Matters be ſo, teſtify and ex- 
<« preſs. myſelf well fatisfied with his exercifing the Mi- 
« niſtey at Dundee, and heartily pray God to bleſs both 
ce his and your OS Ng that People. I am, 


£ * 
SW 
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we | Bir. Hug. 20th, Your very r Brother}! 
b * _ | 24nd Servant. 
| i | ALEX, Edinburgen, 


p. 8. « Pardon the Slowneſs of this Weturn: Per to 
64 tell you truly, your Letter fell by my Hand, and ' 


e hug enough ado to recover mp a forgot Mr. Gold- 
<« man's Name. 


f Nay, fodittle Notion had - any, who ee Epiſco | 
Tho ve Principles then, of Settling 8 Paſtor to themſelves wi- 
thout the Concurrence and Apprapation of a Biſhop ; or 
when the Dioceſe was vacant, of#aving Recourſe to a- 
ny other than the Biſhop of Edinburgh, that even tbey, 
who did not keep their Steadineſs to right Principles in- 
tire, yet did not fo far recede from them, as not to ſhew 
a Willingneſs to hold them faſt in this: For when 5 
N n * Views, had called Mr. Villiam C oth 
. burn 
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vurn to Dundee, they too, apply to the Biſhop of Edln- 
burg h for Inſtitution: Who, altho* he was a man of too 
much Staunchneſs and conſiſtent Conduct to grant it, 
yet upon their repreſenting that worſe would ſollew, if 
the Step were directly condemned ; in his Anſwer to 
them he ſhows himſelt willing to connive at it. 
And when this, and what followed upon it, had divi- 
ded the Congregation, and ſown the Seeds of Miſunder- 
ſtanding between the Paſtors, Mr. Norie and Mr. Gold- 


dinary of the Place in earneſt, giving a Commiſſion to, 

and Wolving his Authority upon a Biſhop who ved 
near tot; but who, without this Warrant, had as little 
Power as Inclination to have entermedled: For thus he 


_—— 1 % Aa Ra oder. 


- & writes to Mr, Falconar at Cairnbee: © 
rad r I 74 575 Te Wee 
h „ am extremely afflicted with the divided State of 
. c our Church-Afairs at Dundee, and ſo much the more, 
<« that by the different Accounts I have of them, and 

5 ce the various Views that are, or may be among that 
* 6 People, I know not what acceptable or healing Expe- 


« dient to offer unto them: The Circumſtances of 


nes 

a « Things, and the Temper of ſome may vary ſo far 
to „ from my Sentiments, that perchance, what I:thould 
1 offer, inſtead of the defired, might have a quite con- 
4. „ trary Effect. Wherefore I rather wiſh, to have from 


= < themſelves their own Sentiments in that Matter: and 
e upon what Terms Unity and Order is once again to 
os ce be ſettled firmly amo 


or © © ſome Penſon of, Prudence ſhall negotiate this Matter. 


a+ „ Wherefore,-as formerly you have given yourſelf Trou- 
ey, <« ble in this Affair, ſo I earneſtly intreat, that once 
in- more you would be fo charitable and good, as to em- 
ew f ploy yourſelf that way, and that, as ſoon as you can. 

„I know there are not wanting at Dundee ſeveral wor- 
Yb «© thy Gentlemen, of great Senſe and no leſs Temper, 
urn 2 | « whom 


man themſelves, we find Dr. Roſe interpoſing as the Or- 


them. This, I conceive, iis 
vi- % not caliy and effectually to be obtained, unleſs that 
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.« whom you may conſult with, and when you have 
| c ſounded them, together with Mr. Norrie and Mr. Gold- 
| e man, let there be a Meeting appointed, that what Ex- 
| „ pedients may be thought neceſſary for healing of 
g 4 Breaches may be propoſed and canvaſſed, and let me 
« know what they are, how they are accorded to, or by 
„ whom, and upon what Grounds they are oppoſed : 
<£ After which, if need be, I ſhall interpoſe as fully and 
s effectually as I can. Mr. Goldman has been with me, | 
and profeſſes himſelt moſt willing to go into any heal-._. | 
< ing Meaſure, andal think I may promiſe the ſame for 
« Mr. Norrie : and theſe two according, I hof your 
«©. Work ſhall be the more eaſy ; and I pray God 0 dire&t 
< and proſper you. I am only ſorry to hear that fome 
„make Doubts of Mr. Goldman's Right to officiate at 
« Dundee; ſure J am, he has the ſame Right the primi- 
e tive Preſbyters had, the Order of his Superiour, with 
e the Conſent of the People. He is not indeed by the 
Forms of law inducted to a Church, nor intitled to a 
% Benefice ; but that hinders not Why he may not have 
„% a compleat Eccleſiaſtical Right to a Charge over a 
< Flock of a willing People, and being ordered ſo by his 
„ Biſhop. Sir, I ſhall ſay no more fave, that FRE 
„ vin hem Bhs OT 
Edin. June 5th, 
| 1715. | 


N eee 7 * 


Naur moſt affeftionate Brother, 
and Servant, 
Ax Ex. Edinburgen, 


| Here we find the good Biſhgp infiſting upon the Vali- 
f dity of the Inſtitution he had Men to Mr. Goldman, clai- 
| ming the Obedience of both Clergy and People at Dun- 
dee, and propoſing to exert his Authority to compoſe 
their Differences, it they did 'not make them up without 
it, as being their proper Ordinary, in the Caſe of Deſti- 
tution they were in. And as he was univerſally acknow- 
ledged for ſuch, not only here, but in all vacant Diſtricts 
over the whole Kingdom, none ever did, or can deſerve 
that honourable Station better: For none ever _— | 
| | re 
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ſtred our Eccleſiaſtical Affairs with more Steadineſs, Mo- 
deration and Prudence, The greateſt Error he fell into 


was, the not getting thoſe he advanced to the Epiſcopate 
canonically ſettled in Sees; but this was rather a Miſ- 


7 fortune in the Event, which altho' he did not foreſee, yet 


we no ſooner ſuffered the irreparable Loſs of him, but it was 
ſadly felt, and the Effects of it not quite over to this Day. 
heſe were all the regular Settlements, by any ordina- 
ry Rules in the Epiſcopal Congregation at Dundee before 
that of Mr. Raitt in 1727. And was it not reaſonable, 
d natural in thoſe that called him, to obſerve the 
les to proceed by, which Precedents on the Spot, 
the general Practice in all orderly Congregati- 
ons in the Kingdom, had pointed out to them, viz, 'The 
applying to the Biſhop of Edinburgh, and having their 
Choice confirmed by him. The Diſtrict was then un- 
deniably vacant, Mr. Norrie's Claim had died with 
him, and Mr, Ouchterlony had not ſo much as put in a- 
ny. Nay ſo uncontroverted was the Right of the Bi- 
ſhop of dinburgh to the Juriſdiction of the Place, in the 
Situation it was then in, and ſo little Thought had Mr. 
Ouchterlony of having a Title to it himſelf at that Time, 
that he had wrote to the ſame Biſhop of Edinburgh, to 
have Mr. Norrie's Nomination of him for one of the 
Miniſters of the Place confirmed and ratified, Which 
Letter he read in a public Company, the Night of Mr. 
Norrie's Burial, fo that the Tenor of it can ſtill be pro- 
ven. a 
It is true indeed, Mr. Ouchterlony, tho“ he was not 
then come 10 refide in the Town, yet lived in the Neigh- 
bourhood, and there were other Biſhops much nearer than 
the Biſhop of Edinburgh, but they who called Mr, Raitt 
had never been t:ught, nor accuſtomed to think, that 
the mere Neighbourhood, or even the Refidence of a Bi- 
ſhop among them gave him any Title to their Canonical 
Obedience. During a great part of the time, that the Pre- 
deceſſor of him they now apply to, had ordered all 
Church-Afﬀairs among them, and particularly, when he 
— C | anterpoled 


(8) 


interpoſed in all the three Inſtances taken notice of above, 
the Biſhop of Dumblane was living, and generally. loved 
0 and eſteemed among them, and ſor ſeveral Vears of this 
interval, the Biſhop of Aberdeen, and the very learned and 
worthy Mr. Sage reſided in the Neighbourhood, and yet 
they never thought of addreſſing any of them in any Set 
tlement that occurred, or Diviſion that happened among 
them : Nor would theſe worthy Clergymen have taken 
it out of the Biſhop of Edinburgh's . tho? they had | 
been, applied to. 8 ; 
And as for Mr, Raitt himſelf, had he not good Ground #2 
to believe that the Charge of the Diſtrict, in the Sig, ti ee 7 
it was in, belonged to the Biſhop of Edinburgh, Auſive- 
ly of all others? For he had been admitted to Trials by 
the Preſby tery of Dundee, Auguſt 12th 17 12, (as the Re- 
cords of that Day bear) upon a Letter from him requiring 
them to do ſo; and upon their Recommendation he had 
been ordained Deacon by him upon the 25th of October 
the fame Year, 
>, Fle knew, and the Records teſtify, that no Candidate 
for holy Orders had been received by, that Preibytery any 
other Ways, Mr. Dundas not excepted ; and that all of 
them had been ordained by. him, or by his Order; nor 
had any been collated to any Charge within the Bounds 
by any other Hand. 
He had himſelf got Letters of Inſtitution from him to 
the Meeting-Houle of Kirriemuir, in theſe Words, 


Reda. Brother, 

We being now well informed, of your N put into 
< the Order of Prieſthood, by our Right Reverend Bro- 
ther the Lord Biſhop of Aberdeen, and having re- 
< ceived a Letter from the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Strathmore, and ſeveral Worthy Gentlemen concerned 
in the Parioch of Krriemuir, ſignifying their earneſt 
© Deſire to have you to .officiate in divine matters in 
< that Place, and that they have laid down Meaſures for 
* your r Encouragement and Proviſion, We therefore, 
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e ag by theſe Preſents, do give our moſt fincere and 
„ hearty Thanks to all theſe Perſons of Honour and E- 
dc ſteem for their Care of, and Zeal for the Church's 
„Honour and Intereſt; fo likewiſe hereby you are defi- 


ce red to comply with their Invitation to you, and hereby 


« you are authorized for that Effect. Wiſhing and ear- 


<« neſtly praying God to fit, furniſh you out and ſtrength- 
tc en you, that you may perform it with much Succeſs, 
<« to the Glory of God and the great Edification and 


Benefit of the People under your Care. This is 
} 0 ; | 5 


* 21 S I RX, | . 
Ed, Aug. 17th Your moſt affeftiiviate Brother, 
. 75 and Servant, 


"77D 
| - ALEX, Edinburgen. 


# 


Matters therefore having ſtood thus in the Place he 


was to leave, and that he was to be brought to, and in- 


deed at that time over the whole Country, he might 
well think the People that called him, were fully. war- 


ranted in applying to the Biſhop of Edinburgh ſolely, and 
that he was right in being directed by him, and abſolute- 


ly ſafe under his Authority. W 

And accordingly, in exact Conformity to the former 
Settlement, after the proper previous Steps were taken in, 
or by Appointment of a general Meeting, there was a 


| YL Gentleman of undoubted Honour and Probity ſent to the 


Biſhop of Edinburgh, to give him an Account of the 
State of the Place, and all that had paſſed, and to deſire 
his confirming what they had done, and giving Inſtituti- 
on upon it to Mr. Raitt. The Gentlemen ſoon retur- 
ned with the following Anſwers, 


I, To the Gentlemen of the Epiſcopal Communion in 
Dundee. | ; 


Gentlemen: | 
L thank you tor acquainting me with your Procee- 
1 dings 


cc gee, ſince the Death of the R. Revd. Biſhop Norris; 
c and that you have elected the Revd. Mr. James Raitt 


„ Cted regularly and decently,  * 


cc ed him of the ſame : Which will be a ſufficient War- 


(-) 0 


cc dings, as to the Affair of your Meeting · Houſe in Dun- 


. © to be your Paſtor, I think you have jn every Step a- 


- — 

* 

a ; 
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C Therefore, and in Compliance with your juſt and 4 ; 
ec reaſonable Deſire, I do approve and confirm your Ele- 
c tion of the ſaid Revd. Mr. Raitt, and have acquaint- 


é rant to him to leave his preſent Charge, and accept 
cc that to which you have called him in Dundee, And 
& being hopeful that he witl be an Inſtrument WÞro- ; 
© moting the Glory and Service of God, I prey for a a 
« Bleſſing to his Labours among you. And am 

, 25 Gentlemen, 

Greenhall, Your very aſfectionatez obedient, and 
arch zd, 1727 bumble Servant. 

#5 | 5 Jon Edinburgen. 


II. To the Revd. Mr. James Raitt, 


.. "Revd, Sir, | . 
. © Having conſidered the Election, made by a conſi- 
c derable Number of the Gentlemen and others concer- 
< ned in the Meeting-Houſe of Dundee, of you to be their a 
© Paſtor, I do approve of the ſame, and pray for all good 
«« Succeſs to you in your holy Miniſtry among them, 


£ and am, 
Revd. Brother 9 | : | * 
| Your affectionate Brother, | 
Greenball, March 3d 1727. 8 Jo. Edinburgen. 


Upon Receipt of theſe Letters, a Committee appointed 
by the general Meeting for that Purpoſe, wrote this Invi- 
tation to Mr, Raitt, _ 7 WEI 


Revd. Sir: | AD 

% We preſume. that before. this you are certified of 
: «6 

| your 


- < your being regilatly elected a Paſtor of this Cohgrayh- ===” 


3 & tion in the Room of Biſhop Norris deceaſt, and of the 
itt FF < Biſhop of Edinburgh's Approbation and Confirmation 
a- & thereof by his Letter to us. Wherein we are adviſed 


„ by his Lordſhip, that he has likewiſe wrote to you, 
nd IF. © notifying to you his {aid Approbation, and warranting 
le- you to leave your preſent Charge, and to uridertake 
1t- „ that of this Place: So that we do, wich the greater 


ar- % Confidence, expect your Compliance with our ſaid E- 
1 lection. Wherefore not doubting thereof, We Un- 
nd dexſubſcribers, being impowered by the reſt of the Con- 
o- efggtion thereto, do, with all that Earneſtneſs which 
x ae „ becoſhes a-chriſtian People, call and invite you to re- 


<« fide and exerciſe amongſt us the Offices of yaur holy 
% Miniſtry, in the Room of the R. Reyd. Biſhop Norrze 
<« deceaſt, and as his Succeſſor in the paſtoral Office wi- 
„thin this Congregation : And we do with the ſame Ear» 

. 4 neſtneſs intreat the Benefit of your Miniſtry upon the 
| ec next Lord's Day, in Regard the holy Feſtival. of Fa- 
c fer is ſo near at Hand. Praying: all Happineſs to 
„you. We are, with profound Reſpect, e 


5 Reva, Sir, | xt i IR : 
fi- | i Your moſt affeftionate, and | 
„  moft humble Servants. - 
eir, | Fobn Medderburn Fon Tinloch. [ 
od George Ramſay Junr. Cha. White, \; 
m, —-- Robert Graham, William Guthrie. 4 

8 Geo, Dempſter. Fa. Rattry. : 8 
Nor was this a fingle Inſtance in which this fame Bi- 
nu. © ſhop of Edinburgh was applied to, and interpoſed his Au- | 
= thority in the Affairs of this Diſtrict. The Gentlemen | 
ed BF who, a little before this, had ſet up a Meeting-Houſe at | 
SR * had their Deſign approven and confirmed, and 1 
the Clergyman made Choice of, collated by him. : | 
But there are ſeveral material Facts and Circumſtances | 

in Mr. Raitt's Settlement, that will be cleared up, in vin- 1 

of dicating it from thoſe calumnious Aſperſions with which 9 
ur — | Mr. : g 


i 

1 

b 
3 
4 


1,08 wits ant? 
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Hall now examine particularly. 


Ar. Norrie's Bedſide, while he 


ceed with great Regard to Truth. He muſt hay, mots 7 
than an ordinary Share of Impudence (and Im 


_ diſturbed for me, enjoy intire that Love and Eſteem with 
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table Subjects. 
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Mr. Ditndaſt bas endeavoured to load it, and which I | 


I. He fays that of 101 28 that had been called to 
was ſettling his Succeſfion, 
only five (and three of theſe near Relations of Mr. Raitt's) i 
diſſented, the reſt having gone unanimouſly. into his Nomina- 7 
tion of Mr, John Ouchterlony. And for this he vouches | 
a true Liſt in his Cuſtody, „ * 
It is a bad Omen, they ay, to ſtumble in the Thre- | 
hold, and he who begins with a Lye, is not likely to pro- 
rudence 
too) who utters a Falſhood, on the Spot where3t is well 
Known to be fo, and can be convicted by many yet li- 
— Io not intend in the leaſt to reflect on Mr. Norrie's 
Character, or impeach his Memory at all. He ſhall, un- 


poggw op: eo e 


his Friends and his Flock, which his open friendly Tem- 
per and miniſterial Labours intitle him to. But, I think, 
I may fay that this way, Mr, Dundaſi tells us, he took 
at laſt with his People, was odd and unprecedented in it» } 
ſelf, and not very fair and equal to them. | 1 
There is, for what I know, not another Inſtance to be 
found, of ſettling a ſpiritual Succeſſion by a formal Deathj- 
Bed Deed, and ſure I am it was condemned by more anci- 
ent Councils than one. For the 56th Apoſtolical Canon 
diſcharges in expreſs Terms, the ſettling an Eccleſiaſtical 
Office according to the Affections of Men, and bringing 
it under the Law of Inheritance. And the 234 Canon 
of the Council of Antioch forbids a Biſhop to appoint his 
own Succeſſor, at the Point of Death, and if any ſuch 
thing be done, the Proviſion is declared to be null. And 
well it may, for it is as much at leaſt reprobated by Rea- 
ſon and Juſtice; as the Law does it in the ſmalleſt heri- 


* 
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Nor do the Congregation appear to have been well uſed 
in this. People brought before a dying Man (eſpecially 
| when 


AN 


nn Ca) 5 

= when they like and value hir) will be very ſhy to © 
poſe or Rear him: For even the beſt and Alm 

Tempers are not proof of this on a Sick- Bed. Accor- 


s tretted at not coming into his Propoſal, or even reque- 
% aing the ſhorteſt Time, as to next Day, to conſider of it z 
they came indeed generally to give ſuch a Conſent as Si- 
bes lence can be interpreted for in ſuch a Caſe. However, it 
P was not always ſo, for notwithſtanding all the Art that 
re- was uſed, in picking and grabbling the Companies that 
ro-, were brought in, I have heard a Gentleman, for a Swatch 
ore of theft, very lately. declare, that he was one of ten 
UTE that Wers called at a Time, fix of whom declared againſt 
yell ſettling a Succeſſor during the Life of their Paſtor, 


Ih But not to plead upon ſingle or nameleſs Teſtimonies, 
. the Gentlemen and others who had been thus conveened, 

had certainly too much Senſe, not to know how far they 
had engaged, and too much Honodr and Conſcience to 
rich deny or diflemble it, nay to act immediately in flat Con- 
em- tradiction to it. And here is an authentic Document of 


ment. vi. 


« Lift of the Epiſcopal People of the Meeting - Eouſe 


o be ö cc of Dundee met at the ſaid Burgh the 2d Day of Febru- 


The Laird of Auchinleck The Laird of Craigie 

Mr. Charles White Mert. Dr. John Kinloch 

= Mr, Geo, Dempſter Mert. James Young Apothecary 

* Smith Mert. Geo, Kid Vr. of Craigie 
r. Alexr. Arbuthnott * The Laird of 1 


. Wm, Guthrie of Clepinton Mr. Tho. Wilſon Mert. 
Dr. Fobn Wedderburn * 55 Brown Brewer 
Zo Brown Mert,  * Robert Guthrie Mert. 
Dr. George Raitt Vn. Donaldſon Mert. 
Sir Fa, Kinloch of that IIK Alexr, Creichton B 5 
e | ohn 


dingly when it was found, how much Mr. Norrie was 


what followed, the very Evening of Mr, Norrie's Inter- 


"The Laird of 4rdnonis be an of Katrin: 
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2 we 24 Tt 
7 22 Wedderburn Vr. of | And. Tad Mert. 
23 Blackneſs © * John Will Taylor 


i) | * The Laird ot Baldovan And, Gray Brewer 
1 * Dav. Auchinleck Mert. Im. Murray Taylor. 
- Thomas Kid Mert. The Laird of Balfour 
* James Smith Mert. Jaw Croctat Mert. 
Fo Scot Mariner mas Henderſon Mert. 
ie Ogilvie Mert. Thomas Guthrie Apel 
* And, Meoriſon Mert. cary 
ohn Ker Baxter * James Laird Mert. 
Fames Rattray Brewer Fames Lyon Mert. 12 
* Fa. Duncan Mert. 5 Kinloth Vr. oſt ok 
* Alexr. Robertſon Mert. r. John Hill f 
* Guthrie Mert. Da. Me kenzie F ſmith 
5 Ramſay Mert. Wm. Allan Mariner 


amesFack Taylor enry Smith Mert. 
John Carnegy Stabler The Laird of Horn 
Da. Matthew Dyer James Mandenſton Mert. 
ahn Martin Brewer Dyer, 
2 ames Ramſay Mert. And. Laird Mer. 


N. B. Such in this and the next Liſt as did not col AY 
in the Call of Mr. \Raitt, and retain to him as hs. If 
. Minifter afterwards are marked with an * _ 1 


cc Meeting of the above People at Dundee the frefaid 
ad of February 1727 Years, 


i ant Face Clepinton 0 Mawer Dyer 


c The Meeting after voting made Choice of mes 
„Kid Eſq; ot Craigie to be Præſes, and Mr. Thomas 
46. Vil on Mert. to be Clerk. 

he ſaid Præſes repreſented to the Meeting, That 
8 55 R. Revd. and worthy Biſhop Robert Norrie v as 
«© dead, ànd thereſore craved the Meeting would give 
4e their Opinion, if or not his Cs as Paſtor of Dundee, 
< was vacant : And accordin ogy the Vote being put, it 
„carried in the affirmative, Nemiue Contradicente, ex- 
<< cept Captain Andrew Moriſon and Mr. Fobn «WF . | 
_ en 


WES 25 ) 
| on er e Then ide Plates having "propoſe ſd, that a e 
s ſhould be; ſent. to the NEE Aſtor Mr. Fames 


ee was; without voting, agreed to. And accordingly Dr. 

4 « Kinlec, George, Dempſter, 2, 118 Ramſay before 
*t defigned, were ſent. . And tha 0 

« apprized, what they were of bis People that wanted 

him, the ſaid Gentlemen were deſired to take the a- 

« bove. Liſt along with them. The faid Gentlemen be- 


N. * returned, EE that they had waited on 


Fanted him; but that he declined to come. At 
de which ſome being ſurpriſed, aſked if Mr. Golaman was 
te previouſly acquainted with. the, Meeting. Upon which 
* Fintrie, Capt. Brown, and, George Dempſter above der 
e ſigned, told they had acquainted him, with it, this fores 
wi, nog at Ten o Clock. 
"he Praſes propoſed that a Committee ſhould. be 
c ap to prepare Matters for à general Meetipg, 
„ which was propoſed to be, in Mr. Milſan's Houſe in 
this Place, Tueſday next, the 7th of February inſtant, 
Mat Two o' Clo lock eke. : And for 775 Eft, 
E*named 1 Laird of Fintrie,. Plugipeh or. Fs 
Fan, George. Dempſter, and F n Brown 
| chants ; Dr. Kinboch, Fohn aa vo. 8 Rat- 
<« tray Brewers; ames Fobnſton Clepinton, Wedder = 
« burn, David- Mackenzie Gunſmith,. John Mawer Dy- 
< er, the Laird of Turfbeg, Charles I/hite Mercht. and 
Seb? Wien Murray Ta aylor ; and that it ſhould be in a 
. Manner Wm mmended to the ſaid Committee, 
to think upon a Method (by applying to Mr. Goldman 
That“ for an Intimation from the Pulpit or otherwiſe) of ap- 
« prifing all concerned of the ſaid general Meeting: fo 


7 oy << as that nope ſhould.pretend Ignorance, To all which, 

. wh the Meexi ing, withou voting, agree p And according» 

ut, it +1 gave, Fower/To the faid Committee, in Manner a- 
cc 1 

ex- 50e e a Ke ae George 1 Demers 218 


3 & 
J. — 4 1 


| <6 . Geldmaigaotreating his Preſence on the Occaſion, it 


14man might be 


nan, ac vainted him, what of his People they were 


c mation from the Pulpit, there were ſour” of their 


( 26 , 

« in his Abſence, Fobn Brown Mert. to conveen them, | 

boa and e feyen of them to be a Quorum. 
f is OTE Ae. 

; Re __—_— Thomas Wilſon Clerk, | 


Finn of the wearing Congregation at Danes, | 
| * the 7th of F ebruary, T_T TO. | 


1 2 F Y F 2 


1 © The Meeting. after voting, fe: elected the Laird of | 
we Craigie to be Præſes, and Mr. Thomas IVilſon to be 
% Clerk; then the Minutes of the former Meeting were | 
4 read, and the Committee deſired to make their 
4 which they did, as follows, vixg. 

„ That upon Mr. Goldman's Refuſal to make the Inti- 


« Number, viz. Fintris, Blackneſs Vor. Charles White | 
* and ohn Brown Merchts.- appointed, to intimate the 
F | Meeting to every. fingle Perfon, as they came into 

« worſhip. on Sunday laſt; which the Gentlemen AG 


7. quaipted the Meeting they had accordingly done. 
4 The Perſons aſternamed, being, for Want of due | 
* Intimation, abſent from the former Meeting, crave 

their Names might be inſert in the Minutes of thi 
„*. „ "which accordingly was done, as follows. 


Kobert Martheſon ames Gray 
' Thomas Dung lliam Morrice 

] 5585 Kor Robert Gib 
Patrick Coupar James Robertſon = 
Ton Conflable Henry Beattie | 
* © David Abbot 7 Robert Head 
Alexander 7 homſon William Taſter 5 


William Millar 


Alexander Guthrie ames Craighead 
© Thomas Millar | | Tames Veamon | 
Alexander Medonald James Coupar. 
David Raitt © Alexander Neifh. 
James Law Mr. Patrick Creichton | 
© Robert Hlill - | 


Robert Brown © 


# Dr. LKinloch. 
De 


© (Ton 

- © The Perſons laſt above-named, bęing aſkt, if there : 
ewas a Vacancy or not, all agreed there was. And the 
e Queſtion being put to the Meeting in general, if they 
„ adhered to what was done in the former Meeting, it 
* carried in the Affirmative, Nemine contradicente. _ + 5 
Then the Queſtion being put, who ſhould be pitch-. 
Led on to fill the Vacancy, occaſioned by the Death of | 1 
ee the R. Revd, Biſhop Norrie, the Meeting unanimouſ- J 
e ly named Mr, James Raitt, Miniſter of the Goſpel | 
te preſently at Kirriemuir,  _ „„ 

It being propoſed to Name ſeven People to call the 

% abuve Mr, Fame Raitt, and t& apply to, our Spiritual 

& Govgxnours to remove him ſtom his preſent Charge, 

< and authorize him to exerciſt his Office of Miniſtry 

here, the Meeting unanimoully. named. Robert, Graham q 
«of Fintrie, Mr. Guthrie of Clepinton, Dr. John Kin- | 
«loch, Dr. John Wedderburn, Mr. George Dempſter, 
#* Mr. George Ramſay and Mr. Charles #hize Merchants 
*in Dundee, and added to them James Jack Taylor, 
e and James Rattray Brewer, and appointed any five of 
them to be a Quorum, and appoints Ms. George Dem- 
A 4 p/ter, and in his Abſence, George Ramſay to be Cone 
— =”. wDuamas Hilſon Clerk, 


Ths Committee accordingly drew up the Call which 
is inſert before, But I cannot go to another of Mr. Dun- 
= daſs's Exceptions againſt it, without firſt aſking him, if the 
 F7 Lift, he fays, he has in his Hands, has any thing of the Au- 
thority of this Voucher? Has it the Subſcriptions of thoſe 
who ſeverally gave their Vote and Opinion? Or is it drawn 
up in their Preſence, or by Perſons choſen and entruſted 
by them? If it be neither of theſe, I need not tell him, 
how eaſy it is to make up Liſts, and that he might even 
have added a Cypher to his Number, if he ha pleaſed. 
ton 1 ſhall only aſk him further about it, If Mr. Goldman, 
q the ſurviving Paſtor's Name be in his Lift? And my 
| D 2 Reaſon 


* 


| 


„ 
Reaſon is, that J. have been very well informed, that he 
he declared pretty 12 as well as publickly, that he had 
never given, nor ever een aſked his Confent to any ſuch 
Deed or Nomination of Mr. Norris. m 


2. But Biſhop Fullarton, as 7 7775 alleges, had F 


been reftricted by the College, and confined in! 

to the 'Di/trit? of Edinburgh allenarty. 

But what Right had Biſhops at large to cramp the Po- 
ers of a Dioceſan, and clap their Shackles thus upon him? 

Ir. Dundaſs is very teady, on other Occafions, to cry out 
againſt Innovations; but this, as appears from what has been 
already faid, is dne of the worſt fort of them?: ge in” 

verting and and reverſing the whole Conſtitution f che 

Satholic, together with that of dur National Church. 

T ſhall not ſtay to enquite, whether e teally did, er could 
have done this; but the Story, as it is told, is ſuch a Re- 
flexion on Mr. Bundes College, hat he ſhould think 
himſelf concerned to vindicate them. For it is faid, that | 
ſome Time after Mr. Fullarton's Election to the See of E- 
dinburgh, when they had got their Numbers increaſed by 
a new Promotion or two, their Clamours,/and his Inclina- | 
tion to Peate, were ſich, that he fubferibed a Charts, 
Biagche to them. Which if they filled up, as Mr. Dung | 
aafs alleges, it was ſuch a Breich of Confidence, ſuch an 
Indignity to his Perſon, and Ir jun to his See, and the 
Preſby ters that elected him, as could never be preſumed 
to be his Intention; and 1o. it was much. more certain, 
that it was a great Reproach upon them, than it was any. 
Obligation upon bim. But here we affirm nothing, let 
Mr, Dundafs who knows the Story, apd feems to have 
ſecn the Deed, account and anſwer for im. 

3. He infiſts, ſurther, That four Biſhips had wrote 15 
Mr. Reitt ſrem Edinburgh, ordering him to deſiſt from of- 
ficiating in Dundee, aud to retire to the Congregation from 
/ e S 

Mr. Raitt indeed owns, that he did not then, nor docs 
lie yet know, that canonical Obedience extends any fur- 
ther than to the proper Ordinary of the Place; nor is he 

8 A | | aware 


* 


aware, that any other Biſhop: or. Biſhops can, withoue 8 

breaking in upon all Order and Regularity, .interfererin a 
Diſtrict, that does not belong to them, or. 125 any obli- 
tory, Commands 195 the / Clexgy in it; unleſs they were 

Fang in Synod which theſe Biſhops. did not WN 18 

as by the Principles eſtabliſhed above, they, hag 

| N. ht 10 it, nor, 058 Authority BY where, being all K 

lu of the new Cut at large. Beſides as they got any 

Authority, they got better L Light and Ger — 


5d cer tacitiy bomologated it, or bà 
8 135 and Ty le, be an ö 5 


_ 
at Coles For we Prof doth he ny for. this ſo grois 


a Reflexion? Ts at all but his own Aſſertion; and 


he is perhaps the ſingle Perſon that would have ſaid it: 
Sd that it reſolves at laſt into the J ealouſies and Suſpicions 
of a gloomy depraved Mind. I can tell him upon much 
better Grounds, even the Relation of the worthy Gentle- 
tleman himſelf, That he found Biſhop Fullartam, tho?.ve- 
ry weak, yet as intire in all his Faculties-as any old Man 
he had ever ſeen; and Mr. Dundaſi himſelf hath; furniſhed 
us with one Proof of this, in the Letter he inſerts from 
him to Biſhop Duncan; as it appears likewiſe from it, 2 


| . 
F 
i 


* 


* 


- 


E ; 


1 

Mr. Carnegy had given him an atteſted Detail of the 
whole State ot the Caſe, Nay, as 1 have heard him de» 
clare, did not conceal a fingle Circumſtance from him, of 
what was known, not even of what paſſed in Mr. Nor riss 
Bed · room, and carried along with him, and produced 7 
of the Death! bed Deed it felf. In Support of which Thal) 
bete tranſcribe - it from (as I e Reaſon to believe) that 
very Copy which Mr. Carnegyſhewed to Biſhop Fullarton. 
* We ROBERT, by the Favour of God, one f 
e the Biſhops of the national Church of Scotland, ro 
% Whom the Care, Inſpection and Supefintendency of the 
c Spiritual and Ecclefiaſtical Affairs, and what com rns 

«the Church and Religion in the two Sheriffdoms of An- 
cc guns and Meurns is committed: Finding, that thro? 
« Age, Weakneſs and bodily Infirmities, and other neceſ- 
«-:fary Avocations, we cannot poſſibly — 1 1 

98 eeple in the Tow! 


« fal Duties and Offices, to our dear 1 
& of Dyndee and Parochin thereof, and the other neighbou- 
cc ring Pariſhes adjacent, that do frequent our Congregation, 
«33 we have hitherto done, and thinking ourſelt obliged 
4 in Duty and Conicience, to take care that they ſuffer not 
8 thro*-our Weakneſs or Abſence : And knowing the 
«© Revd. Mr. John Ouchterlony, Miniſter of the Coel 
at Aberlemnay, to be a Man of Piety and Prudence, or- 
© thodox in his Principles, and of blameleſs Life; And 
cc the Generality of the People being apprized of our In- 
<'tentions, and having ſignified to us, that they were 
c Well pleaſed to receive him, as one of their Miniſters : 
te We therefore impower and authorize him, and by 
c thir Preſents he is impowered and authorized to be- 
<< have and officiate as one of the Incumbents and Paſtors 
cc of the Epiſcopal 9 in Dundee, all the Days 
<< of his Life, or ay and while he ſhall be lawfully called 
«elſewhere. And that, as fully and abſolutely, as the 
« Revd; Mr. James Goldman, the preſent Incumbent 
does, or any preceeding Miniſter did, or might have 
c done. Providing always, and by thir Preſents it is 
5 ſpecially-provided, that this ſhall be nowiſe prejudictal 
LR” | | „% to 
x - | 


* 4 


W * 


— 


1 44 be for the good of the Congregation, in Harmony and 
* Conjunction with him, And we moſt earneſſy de- 


it to his 


Right, and he is not to be preſumed to extend his Power 
to an Event that was not to take place till after it was ex- 
| tingyiſhed, But whatever Title this may be pleaded to 
= give for ſucceeding Mr. Norrie in the Congregation, 
| there can no manner of Claim to the Diſtrict be founded 


upon it, fince it contains not a Word that can be inter- 
& preted that way, and Mr. Ouchterlony was not ſo much 
as inveſted with the Character of a Biſhop at the time of. 


any 


another equally fo, That Biſhop Fullarton regreted that 


c the Word and Sacraments from him, to 4 78 him 


| Dundee, be to be ſuſtained, it appears to be underſtood of 
2 third Miniſter ': Since Mr. Norrie reſerves his own 


t to go on with Mr. Dundaſs' Exceptions, be 3 
proves upon the laſt groundleſs Allegation, and advances 


be had been ſo abuſed : And indeed this was early gi- 
ven out, and a farther Improvement upon it too, which 


(2) 
I wonder Mr. ' Dunfaſs has omitted, That he Had re- 
tracted what he had done. = 
-: But'what Foand#on or Truth there was in this, or a- 
ny of the many Stories giyen out to that Purpoſe, will ap- 
pèear from the following Letter, which Biſhop Petr es ; 
wiots to Mr. Kei th At e 


Reed. OO „5 

I find there are il fone Things upon the nech, 
Py - relating to Mr; Raitt's. Settlement at Dundee, ard 
<< ſorne Endeavours making to perfnade me to alr&my 
Mind in what T have done. Thereby declary, that 
I firmly adhere to my Opinion, and chat no Infinuati- 
on whatſbever ſhall be able to make me 'revoke what 
ce J have already declared in that Affair. So I'defireyou 
6 to-fignify {© much to the Revd. Clergy and Gentle- 
« men there; ſo as that there be not the leaſt Sul icion 
„ given for altering my Mind in that Buſineſs, "hich 
FE give as my full and final Determination in ihe Set- 
I tlement of that Congregation, on the foreſaid Mr. 
*' Raitt, This, with my Benediction to you, and Mt 

«| 5 Revd. Bretheren there, I reft, | 

Revd: Sir : 
2 Your moſt affeftionate Brother 6 

| Greenhall Avril gth | and humble Servant,” 


1727. 85 N x 15 Fullarten. 15 


Now this, beſides the Purpoſe for which it is adduced, 
affords a ſtrong Preſumption at leaſt, that he either "did. f 
not know, or did not ſubmit to the Reſtrictions the Col-* 

lege had pretended to lay upon him. It appears, he was 
not aware of any good Authority, whereby the Compaſs 
of his Power was ſtraitned, nor of any Incapacity he lay 
under, to exerciſe it in all The Extent his immediate Pre. 
deceflor had done. Nay, he evidently: here retains. the 
Spirit and Reſolution to the laſt, of ſtanding firm to, what 
he had done, in exerting the Prerogative of his _ 
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6. 


e loſes | 


| ſhould be on the ſame Footing they had been before the 
Revolution, by each taking his Tour of officiating, either 
in different Houſes, or in one, if it could be found to ac · 
| commodate the whole Congregation at once. 

It is true, Mr. Raitt did not think himſelf at Freedom 
to own Mr. Ouchterlony as his Biſhop, upon the Title he 


„ ſet up on at firſt: Partly for Reaſons that may eafily be 


gathered from what has been laid down and proven alrea- 
dy; and partly, becauſe Mr. Ouchter lony himſelf diſclab - 
med then, his being in Communion with the other Dio- 

ceſans; but Mr. Raitt was far from being ſingular in this. 
A great Majority of the Laity, as well as Clergy, were of 
the ſame Sentiments, and accordingly elected, and had a- 
nother Bifhop conſeerated for themſelves, However, as 
Don as: Mr. Ouchterlony acquired a Right, which Me. 
| Raitt reckoned he could, confiſtently with Principle, ac- 

2 E knowlege 


* krowlege,” he ſubmitted to him intirely; and ag he had 
more Trials, he gave greater and more frequent Proofs of 
"His - eanonical- Obedience, than any Preſbyter of the Di- 
And as to the Tide which Mr. Raizt himſelf. now has, 
to be Biſhop ot the Diſtrict, it were certainly right in Mr. 
Dundaſi, not to amuſe and delude himſelt and others with 
- His poor Banter and poorer. Arguments, till he condeſcend 
upon ſome one thing that is neceſſary to compleat it and 
prove it tobe wanting. All the Clergy, except another 
falſe Brother, are ſatisfied that it Abours under no.eflenrr” 
nl Deſect. Nay, Mr. Dundaſ5 himſelf, can on C Haſion 
ſhew himſelf convinced of this; for he applied & him as 
the local Biſhop, for his Concurrence and Aſſiſtance in his 
propoſed Settlement at Raſſie, and excuſed his Want of di- 
-miſfory Letters from the Diſtrict of Dunfeld, upon the 
zent of his having been informed, when he was upon 
the Road to Craighall to procure them, that Biſhop Rat- 
ö tray was gone for Edinburgh. And as his having made 
! all due Submiſſion to Biſkep Rat?ray, appears ſtill from 
ol the Letters that he wrote to him, ſo now, that his cano- F# 
| 9 nical Behaviour might have Witneſſes, he brought two 
ö 
7 


of his Friends along with him, Dr. Colvil and Capt. Al- 
Xander Stewart. And one of his principal Supporters in 
that Project, wrote in the Name of the reſt, to the Biſhop; 
which Letter being written ſo like a good Chriſtian, and 
a true Son of the Church, ſhall here have a Place. 


* 


Right Revd, Sir: F 

| It was put upon me by the others cancerned, to have 
| 1 « waited on you, and acquainted you of our deſigning 
1 „Mr. James Dundaſs for our Miniſter, and to have him 
111 e ſettled either at Longforgan or Raſſie, as ſhould be thought 
C moſt convenient; but as Buſineſs will not allow my 
| | „ coming to Dundee this Day, I hope you will excuſe 
bi $ & this Trouble, which comes to aſk, in Name of all con- 
1 ‚ | , cerned, your Concurrence to Mr. Dundaſs* Settlement: 
1 « And w convince you that we never deſigned any irre- 

| ; 25 gular 
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e Time, muſt acquaint you, as Mr. Dundaſs is in this 
W has, 
in Mr. „ and are to have Worſhip to morrow, which it is ho- 
| «<- ped will give no Offence, nor be thought irregular, *? 
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| in this Letter, 


- 


„ 
ce gular Step, I refer you to the incloſed. I cannot, I 
« am afraid, expect your poſitive Anſwer this Day, but 
« will, as ſoon as it is convenient for you: In the mean 


< Neighbourhood, we are loath to loſe the Opportunity, 


I am, f RY 
Ng R. Revd. Sir, e aetCet fin 
Muirton May 28th, Your moſt obedient, 
17433. bumble Servant. 
| Fames Myine, 


P. S. J wiſh it may be convenient to write me per 
6 Bearer, that I may ſhew it to my Neighbours. W hich 
] am ſure will be taken as a Mark of your Fayour by 
all concerned. N 


A very canonical Call to Mr. Dundaſ5 was incloſed 

Which the Biſhop returned, and wrote 

in Anſwer, That as ſoon as there was a Fund aſcertai- 

ned for Mr. Dundaſs Subliſtence among them, and ſome 

other Steps of a regular Settlement taken, they ſhould 

readily have his Concurrence ; and in the mean Time, 

he frankly gave his Conſent, to his officiating to them. 

Mr. Dundaſs made indeed but a ſhort Stay here, and neyer 

gathered this, as he had ſcattered two Congregations before. 

However, it were to be wiſhed, that they who er conrage 
him afterwards, would follow this laudable Example, 

and ſee that his Conduct be regulay, in this, and all other 
Reſpects. And as far as they have the Honour of Religi- 

on at Heart, and are acted by Epiſcopal Principles, they 
certainly will do ſo. „„ 

There is one capital Quarrel, that Mr. Dundaſs has 
with his Biſhop, ſtill behind'; that he is. what he calls an 
U/ſage-Man, In taking off this, I cannot but begin with 
taking Notice, what a ſingular, unhappy Talent Mr. 
Dundaſs and his Party have at coining Wotcs. of _ 

To I0 an 


ordinary Miſrepreſentation, for he conceals, what 3 


3 36) 


and Debate, to diſtinguiſh themſelves and others by, with 


their age Men and their Memenis's But in alla true 
chriſtian Views, this Party Shibboleth is the arranteſt, and 
— moſt unjuſtifiable Gibberiſh that can be uſed, This 


Charge, however, he gives ſome Colour to, by founding 
it on Mr. Raiti's having refuſed: to ſubſcribe the Formula, 
a Copy of which he gives. But here he is not ſree of his 


a Neighbour as he was then, can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to 
be ignorant of. That Mr. Raitt was at that Time a 
Preſbyter of the worthy Biſhop Falconar's, who gave g 


it, as for other Reaſons, ſo particularly, becauſ the ob- 
truding and impoſing ſuch needleſs: and ill- timed Decla- 
rations as that was, is always a ready Way to make Di- 
viſions where they ate not, and to widen them where 
they are. And the Event proved he was right, for this 
was amoneſt the firſt and greateſt Cauſes of our late Con- 


fufions. And whatever Mr. Dundaſß's Notions of cano- 


nical Obedience may be, Mr. Raitt: has always thought 
Himſelf bound by it, to pay a proper Deſerence to the 
us Conſent, efpecially againſt his Authoritꝛ. 
Now here it may be expected, that ſomething ſhould 
be ſaid concerning the Uſages themſelves, ſince the grea- 
teſt Part of Mr. Dundaſs's Pamphlet, is taken up about 
one of them, But this Controverſy having been diſcuſs 


8 of his Ordinary, and to, do nothing, without 


ſied at great Length, and with great Learning, in the ſe- 
veral Treatiſes that were publiſned on each Side of it, 


about twenty fix Years ago, I ſhall be very ſhort upon 
the ere. and refer thoſe who have Leiſure, Inclinati- 
on, and Opportunity, to the Treatiſes themſelves,” which 
will ſoon diſcover to them, that where Mr. Dundas bath 


not repeated, he hath only bungled and miſrepreſented 
the Part he hath taken in it : For the publiſhing which 
at this Time, I can imagine no better Reaſon, than that he 


had drawn up ſomething upon the Side of the Queftion he 


took himſelf to, from the Treatiſes as they came out, and 


knew 


Concurrence to that Deed, but diſſaproved higher”: 


© . 5 
knew not now, how to furniſh out a Pamphlet, wi 


rr — 


taking the Benefit of his former Labours and Excerpts - -- 


0 F 


. He begins indeed very methodically, but with what 
| Ingenuity and Succeſs he proceeds, will be evident, hy tas 
king a ſhort View of his Reaſoning and his Citations. 

I he main Deſign of adducing the Paſſages from the anti- 
ent Writers, he declares to be, the proving ſrom them, the 

Lateneſs, and the Privacy at firſt of Prayers for the Deads 

but he is forced to own, that they obtained publickly 

and univerſally in the fourth Century and downwards : 
and really, he ſeems to me, to banter the Judgment of RE 

his Readers, in the few Citations he brings from the three n 

rſt Centuries, and his arguing upon them. 1 
Ihe firſt is a pretty long one from Tertullian, De Coro- 

na Militis. Cap. 3. Ed. Pam. Wherein he is pleading 
the Weight and Force of the Argument from Tradition, 
— and infers, that it may well be ſuſtained to authorize the 

Conduct he is defending; ſeeing, many things that were 
generally received among Chriſtians, and publickly uſed 

in the moſt ſolemn Worſhip of God, ſtood upon no o- 

ther Footing: He inſtances in Trine Immerſion, and 

ſome other Ceremonies that then followed upon Baptiſmg 

the communicating before Day, in theſe Times of Perſe- 

1 0 cution 
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cution, in the Euchariſt; the ſtanding and not kneeling 
at Prayers between Eaſter and Pentecoſt; and praying 
for the Dead in the euchariſtic Service, on the Days of 
their Deceaſe, when they were looked upon to be born 
into a better Liſe. Harum & aliarum Diſtiplinarum 
(ys the Father) i Legem expoſtules Scripturarum, nullam 

noenies, - Traditio tibi pretendaur Audtrix, 'Conſuetudd 
eee & Fides Obſervatrix, ii e. If you require 
a Command in Scripture for theſe Uſages, you ſhall find 
none, they ſtand upon the Bottom of Tradition, Cuſtom 
confirms them, and one Generation follows them upon the... 
Credit of what went before. He could not mea: Wis © © 
of the Subſtance of theſe religious Obſervances, having 
before mentioned the Sacraments and Prayer, which un- . 
deniably are Scripture- Appointments : And among the 
appendant Ceremonies introduced by Tradition, he rec- 
kons the anniverſary Commemoration at the Altar; but 
there is no Foundation in the Paſſage for inferring, that 
he thought the Practice in general of praying for the 
Dead had no higher Original. As it is plain from the 
whole Strain of the Place, and all the Company he ranks 
it among, that in his Days it was uſed, and that ordi- 
narily in the publick ſolemn Worſhip of the Church. 
And his pleading Preſcription for it would carry even the 
Circumſtance of it he inſtances in, very near the Apo- 
* ſtles Times: He having lived within leſs than an hundred 
| "Years after the Death of St. John, and profeſſing that his 
Generation had received it from that before them, = 
Mr. Dandaſs, Page 4. grants, That there are Teſtimo- 
nies ſtill more expreſs and full, for Praying for the Dead, 
in Tertullian's Exhortatio ad Caſtitatem, and the Treatiſe 
de Monogamia, but would invalidate: them, by allegin 
theſe were written after he turned Montani/t, And it is 
true, they were ſo, but it is equally true, that this primi- 
tive Practice had no Connexion with the enthufiaſtic 
_ Notions of that Sect, nor with the other peculiar Tenets 
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It any thing could be a greater Abuſe upon his Author, 
or upon his Reader, than his thus inſerring from Jertul- 
lian, that Praying ſor the Dead was a recent, or a private 
Practice in that Age, it would be his endeavouring to 
confirm it, as he does, from a Paſſage of St. Cyprians; 
in which that Father, in Conſequence of a ſynodical Act 
of the African Biſhops before his Days, orders that tlie 
Name of bne Vidtor ſhould not be admitted in to the 
Diptyches of his Church; becauſe he had made Fuuſtinus 
ITeſtamentary Tutor to his Children, and thereby drawn 
rt was a Prieſt, off from the proper Buſineſs. of his 
© © Caaratter, -. Non. e/# quod (ſays he, Epiſt. 1 Ed. Ox.) pro 
Dor mione-ejus apud vos fiat Oblatio, aut Deprecatio aligua 
Nomine tjus in Eceleſia freguentetur. Neque enim apud 
Altare Dei meretur nominari, qui ab Altari Sacerdates & 
Miniftros voluit auotari. Here Mr. Dundaſs, p. 7. can 
find nothing but general, undetermined and ambiguous Ex- 
preſſions: Tho one would be apt to think, that Interceſſion 
for one in the euchariſtic Service, uſing Deprecations for 
him, and the Prieſt's putting up Prayers in his Name, 
(which are all to be found in this Paſſage) were as plain and 
particular as could be. And his Learning and Criticiſm 
muſt be of a very ſingular Caſt, who can find out that all 
this means nothing but Thaukſgiving. It is plain from 
this Paſſage, that the Names of the Faithful depat ted be- 
ing recited at the Altar, was then a common Practice, 
and that there was a certain Benefit expected from it. 
St. Cyprian gave this Determination, as a Puniſhment u- 
pon Victor, and a Warning to others. But where was 
the Puniſhment, if he had no Title to a Place in this 
Regiſter of the Church, whatever his Conduct had been? 
And what were others warned againſt, if there was no good 
to be expected from their being inrolled there? This very 
Paſſage then, is an Evidence, not only that the Diptyches 
(which had their Name from being diſtinguiſhed into 
two Columns, one for the Living and another for the 
Dead) were in common Uſe in the African Church, in 
that and the preceeding Age, and the reading them over 
f 5 WES. 
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at the Altar, a tated Part of the euchariſtic Service q but 
Aike wiſe that it was the general Belief, that this Practiee 
was benchcial to all thus commemorated. And as this 
Paſſage 4 an undoubted Atteſtation for the Churches 
70. 0 it may be fairly concluded from it, That 
the raQice was univerſal, and uſed every where elſe. 
For had it been otherwiſe, would not the Novatians, St. 
-Cypriar's bitter Enemies, made the World ring with this 
range Innovation of his? Would not Srepben, Biſhe 
ol Rome, who took him up ſo ſharply upon the bony 
of Re-baptization, have twit him in the Teeth, 
this 2: Would not his Friend Cornelius have kindly ad- 
moniſhed him of it? Nay indeed, would any Nee 
Biſhop have maintained r with N a Per- 
wertet of the Chriſtian Worſhip ? © 
Theſe are all the Paſſages, I cart and, chat be Taugt 

bom genuine Authors of the three firſt Centuries. And 
He has thereby unwarily furniſned one of the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments that can be, for Prayers for the Dead; when 
ene, ho ſeems to have raked all Antiquity over for Au- 
thorities and Arguments againſt him, has produced no. 
thing, but what really confirms and eſtabliſhes them,” ©. 
The whole Period after this he gives up, Page 8. in 
there is no need [of adjuſting with him, either the Age 
or Authority of the fuppoſititious, or interpolated Com- 
mentaries of Origen upon Fob, whom he vouches, Page 57 
or of the ſpurious Dionyſius, whom he brings in in the nex 
Page, and makes great Uſe of throughout his elaborate Pots - 
formance. I fhall leave his Authorities therefore, after 
only taking Notice of ſome very indecent Reflexions he 
makes, Page 10. upon St. Ambroſe and Gregory Nazian- 
Lone, who perhaps were never accuſed of Inconfiſtenc) 
and Innovation, by any but himſelf. - For I paſs over his 
prepoſterous Blunder of making St. Paul explain St. Cy- 
prian; it is in the moſt malicious Part of his Pamphlet, 


Page 56. where, and all along to the End, like a true 


Fox, he ſmells rankeſt, and in a Comment of his owng 
1721 a true een, Glob, * the Text of both. 
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5 Th 8 Diverſity of Opinions about the State of the Dead, 
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and of Petitions for them, as well as the Oppoſition 
made during this Period upon that Account, which he 
ſpends moſt of his Pamphlet about, were all owing to the 


ſame unlucky Cauſe, which in many other Inſtances, as 
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conſidering, that if they had ſtood upon theſe Scruples, 


han 


well as this, hath proved a great Loſs and Reproach to 
Religion, vis, An Humour of refining, and accounting 
* and philoſophically for the Doctrines of it. 

Thile ſome would needs be wiſe beyond what is written, 


Aud deſcend to the Particulars of this State, when only 


general Truth was revealed to them in Scripture, or 
ded. by apoſtolical Tradition; and others. ſerupled the 
Practice at all, except it were nicely and exactly pointed 
out, what Benefit the Dead were to receive from it, not 


they might have failed much in their Duty and Charity, 


before they had prayed for the Living. 


As to the Authority and Conſent of the ancient Litur- 
gies, it will ſoon be put in its own true Light, by a much 


abler Hand, And J can fee nothing further remarkable 
in this Pamphlet (beſides the Spleen and Vein of Miſrepre- 


ſentation that runs thro' the whole) except two matchleſs 


Arguments indeed againſt Praying for the Dead. One, 
P. 21. That it is an unanſwerable Proof, that there 


« was no ſuch Cuſtom in the Church in the Time of 
ce the true Dionyſius; becauſe the ſpurious one (who 
«© certainly lived at the Diſtance of three hundred Years 
ce at leaſt) does not plead it, in Anſwer to an Objection 
@ he tells us was raiſed againſt it, in his Time. And 
another P. 25. which, as I take it, amounts to this, That 
they who inſiſt upon catholic Tradition, and the unanimous 
Practice of the Church in all Ages down Fi the Apoſiles, 
if they drop but a Word or Ic (and t 905 no Part of the 
public Worſpip either) to countenance this their Opinion, 
are guilty of Arianiſm, for this notable Reaſon, becauſe A- 
rius himſelf was condemned for diſclaiming and running 
OE 10 Roe Tomes. on YO Fe. 
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, Hie infiſts indeed, at ſome Length, and in ſeveral Places, 


and L had almoſt omitted taking notice of it, That it 9p- 
. pears from. Antiquity, (both Pathers and Liturgies) that 
they were Thankſgivings that were generally. uſed for the 
. Faithful departed, and that they could not, conſiſtently with 
. theſe, and with the Belief they had of thiir being in a State of 
..Blifs, uſe Prayers for them too. But as they very reaſonably 
and piouſly- praiſed God for his wonderſul Grace and Vir- 
tue manifeſted in, and vouchſafed to all his Saints, and be- 
deeved them, without all Doubt, to be happy, what ſhould 


ment they were to undergo, was ſtill before theigh 


that have been taken to find him; 


But whatever the Practice of the primitive Church 
might have been, Mr, Dundaſs bimſelf grants all to be 
very right, that he can, with Truth, allege to be prayed 


ſor, in any public Office, by any Scots-Clergyman. And 


indeed, he has a Knack of this, of making a mighty Pother 


with many Citations from the Fathers, and much looſe 


and impertinent Reaſoning upon them, and after all, gi- 


ving up the Cauſe he would ſeem to maintain. Thus 
be wrote a great deal, to prove the Confiſtency of a na- 
tional Church being governed hy Biſhops at large, and at 
laſt concluded, "They were all Diocefans he was defen- 
ding. And it muſt be owned they took the Hint he 
gave them, that their Cauſe was not to be ſupported o- 
therwiie, and got themſelves elected and eſtabliſhed in 
Diſtricts, as faſt as they could: And now again, he 
writes a Pamphlet with the Deſign (if he had any, and it 
was not a worſe one) of proving, that many of his Bre- 
thren uſe ſuch Prayers for the Dead, as have no War- 


ant in Antiquity ; but before he makes End, he allows, 


and even pleads for all that is contained in any Office 
they uſe, as intirely unexceptionable, 1 85 
te 


v, — 


baye hindered, them to pray for them too, if they beliguads, 
this Happineſs of theirs to be impetſect, and that the g- 


.... 7? Mer 
' " Hedims, it is true, what would be ahome-thruſt indeed * 
(if it were not a Feint only) againſt the Uſages, that. 
they who fayour them, chime in ſo far with Poper p. 3 
Where, in his Zeal againſt the Uſages, he ſeems. to do ag 
undeſerved Honour to the Church of Rome, and as unde- | 
ſerved an Injury to Epiphanius, whom he repreſents as 
favouring the Papiſis, merely becauſe he reckons it a- 
mong the Errors of Aerius (that fingle Foreſather of Mr. 
Oulbin among the Antients) that he had .innovated, and | 
receded from all catholic Tradition in the Article of 
ing for the Dead. 3 '# 
really I: can fcarcely think Mr.-Dundaſs in earneſt 
in this Charge, and that he is only brandiſhing this Wea- 
pon in the Air, to frighten us, or impoſe upon others, 
He certainly knows, or he knows very little of theſe an- 
tient Doctrines, that they give no Countenance, nor have 
a Relation to any of the Errors of Popery; nay, that 
ey afford us ſome of the beſt and moſt concluſive Argu- 
ments againſt ſeverals of them: At the ſame time that 
they cut the Papiſts out of one of ths unluckieſt and ſtron- 
geſt Objections that ever they uſed againſt the Reſormati - 
on, namely, that all who embiaced it, had caſt off ſeveral 
Things that undeniably had Antiquity, Univerſality and 
Conſent on their Side, which they would extend indeed, 
but, as has been often proved againſt them, can never be 
truly pleaded, for any of the manifold Corruptions in 
Doctrine, Diſcipline and Worſhip, for which we juſtly 
ſeparated from them. | | | 
Thus the Doctrine of the Euchariſt, as delivered in the 
Scriptures and. primitive Writers, and from them very 
well explained and eſtabliſhed by Mr, Fohnjaz and Dr, 
Brett, (and ſome of the Anſwerers of Hoad!ly's Plain Ae- 
count, and Dr. H/aterland's Tracts) ſhews us in the fulleſt 
and cleareſt Light, how inconſiſtent with the Nature of 
that Ordinance, the abſurd and monſtrous Tenet of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation is; and how groundleſs a Superſtructure 
that, with the appendant Impieties of the Popiſh Maſs, is 
upon the Foundation of Scripture, or Apoſtolical Tradi- 
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- .tion.. And it is certain, that it was the primitive Chri- 
ſtians entertaining the Doctrines laid down in theſe Au- 
thors about the Sacrament, that made them ſo frequent 
and ſo devout Communicants, and kept up ſuch a con- 
ſtant Piety of Life and Strictneſs of Diſcipline among them 
as will be the Wonder, as it is the Shame, of. all ſuecee- 
C ²˙ʃ.rſ! . 2d aartss: 
Ihus again the Doctrine of an intermediate State betwixt. 
Death and the Reſurrection, as it was taught and belieꝶjůũ 
in the primitive Church, is intirely ſubverſive of the latter 
Innovation of Purgatory, atid pulls up by the Roots that ſtill 


ranker Weed that thrives ſo exceſſively in the Chu 
Rome, of Prayers to Saints departed. For the primitive Do- 
ctrine was, That the State the Soul enters upon IMmmedi-. 
ately after Death is fixt and unalterable to all Eternity: but 
that the Happineſs it enjoys, or Miſery it ſuffers is vaſtly 
inferior, both in Kind and Degree, to what will be after 
the laſt Judgment and general Reſurrection. For that 
the Souls even of the beſt Chriſtians are not admitted in- 
to Heaven, and the immediate beatific Viſion till then, 
but are reſerved for it, in the Place called in Scripture, Pa- 
radiſe, St. Luke xxXin. 43. and Abrabam's, Boſom, St. 
Luke xvi. 22. where tho” they enjoy a Happineſs vaſtly ſu- 
perior to any of this World, yet, as it is of different De- 
grees, even the higheſt of them are ſtill more vaſtly infe-. 
rior to that of Heaven. Their longing Defire of which, 
upon their Re- union with their Bodies, and their being 
acquitted at the great Tribunal may be the ſooner accom- 
plithed, and their Felicity in the mean time receive very 
great Increaſe. . Ra 
This was the Belief of the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
and upon this was founded their praying for the, Dead.: 
And this is no more than every Chriſtian ſtill does, if he 
know the full Import of what he ſays, when he daily. 
prays as his Saviour hath taught and commanded him, 
Thy Kingdom come. But this middle State hath nothing 
in common with thoſe imaginary Flames, which the Art 
and Ayarice of the Church of Rome hath put them upon 
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kindling : and extinguiſhing. at, Pleaſure, . inthe other - 
World. Nay the temporary modern Purgatory is not ſo- 

much as conſiſtent wich it, tho? it be with the Opinion · 

about Heaven and Hell, as received in later Ages; for | 
the Church of Rome teach all three together.. 

And then for that Practice, ſo groſſy contradictory to 
the whole Scheme of Chriſtianity, of praying to Saints 
departed, no Perſon could fall into it, who believed that 
none of them without us is made perfect: Heb; xi. 40. 
And that even the higheſt of them, the bleſſed Virgin 
herſelf, is not yet admitted into Heaven; It could never 
obtained, but upon the Ruins of the Doctrine ot 
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the miggle State. For it were an Indignity to humaa 
Nature, to ſuppoſe any Man capable of ſo unreaſonable; 
ſo abſurd a thing, as praying to and for the ſame Perſons; 
ot in other Words, to believe they could be benefited 

by his Prayers, and at the ſame Time addreſs religious A- 


* 


doration to them. 


Nor is this of an intermediate State a new Doctrine 
among the Reform'd. No, it has, all along, been taught 
by their ableſt and beſ Divines, particularly in the 
Church of England, Not to mention the elder. Ones, 
whoſe Works may now have turned ſcarce, or not be ſo 
much read as they deſerve, there are among the Moderne 
(and thoſe, the moſt valued and eſteemed, and if not in 
every Body's Hands, ſome of them, at leaſt, well known 
to thoſe who. read at all) who aflert- this Doctrine in 
plain peremptory Terms, and prove it by a long Dedu- 
ction of unanfwerable Arguments. Among others, Dr. 
Bull, ſometime Biſhop of St. Davids, has a ſet Diſcourſe 
upon it, from Ads i. 25. And Dr. Smalridge Biſnop of 
HBriſtol, in his Sermon on St. Luke xiv. 14. aſſerts and 
argues very ſtrongly for it; and as the Paſſage is not ve- 
ry long, I ſhall here tranſcribe it. 14 he Mi 
It is (ſays he, Page 392,307 of his Sermons 
e printed at the Theatre in Oxford, 1717.) an Opinion 
+ & in this ene inn received, that the Souls of depar - 
+ ted Saints are, immediately after their Separation en 
tne 
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«© from Sin and Miſery, and a joyful Retroſpect une 
<& their paſt Labours, and Holineſs of their Lives, Hdd 
< x certain Proſpect of their future Bliſs, than in a full 
<< Participation of their ultimate Reward :. That as the 
< Pious and Faithful are in Scripture, even whilſt they 
<& axe in this World, ſaid to rejoice with Joy unſpeakable, | 
<« as often as they fix their Eyes upon thatample Recom- \ 
* pence which they hope then to receive, when Chriſt 
* ſhall come in Glory ; ſo the Delight which the Aſ- 
<< jurance of this Reward will afford them, when by 4 
Death it is brought nearer, when they ſee it more T 
< clearly, when there are no Fears of falling ſhort of it, 6 
< no Doubts of obtaining it; when they have an Ear- « 
“ neſt and Pledge: of it in that Tranquillity of which 0 
<< they are already poſlefſed, ſhall be ſtill more raviſhing x 
e And unconceivable ; but that even this State, joyful s 
«and happy as it is, in Compariſon to the utmoſt Feli- . 
25 city of which we are capable in this Life, is as much c 
«inferior to that confummate Bliſs, which glorified c 
<« Saints ſhall enjoy after the Reſurrection, as the Expe- c 
4 Qation ofa diſtant Good is to the preſent Enjoyment & 
„ thereof, as Hope is to actual Poſſeſſion.” . 


C 
„„ We have not in the whole Goſpel a fuller and 6 
& clearer Account ot the Proceſs of the laſt Day, than 00 
that which is given us by our Saviour, in the xxv. of © 
« St. Matth. Now, according to the Repreſentation 0 
«there made, Chriſt our Lord and Judge ſhall not, on « 
that ſolemn Day, ratify a Sentence, which he had be- ci 


fore 


: SY a 
& fore paſſed upon each Man ſeverally, but ſhall then 
de firſt pronounce Sentence upon all Nations gathered 
et before him, The Charitable ſhall then be invited to 
« come and inherit the Kingdom prepared indeed for 
* them long before, but not to that Time poſlefled by 
be RW . ee r 
„ They are there repreſented as mightily ſurpriz'd 
& that the Judge ſhould reward them for Actions, of 
«which they are not at all conſcious; They are not a- 47 
& ble to conceive how they had ted him whom they had FW 
eever ſeen hungry; or prep: Drink to him whom | 
«They had never ſeen thirſty ; how they had clothed 
ce hint wbem they never found naked; or viſited him 
& whom they never remembred to be ſick, or in Priſon + ; 
«© They do not appear to be, as yet, acquainted with his 
* wonderful Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion, in eſteeming 
cc what was done unto the leaſt of his Brethren, as done 
<« to himſelf, But now, how ſhall. we account for this 
« Surpriſe, if the Righteous. had long fince received their 
« full Recompence for theſe very Acts of. Charity ? 
«© Why do they, at the Day of Judgment, after the ge- 
66/1 ral Reſurrection, ſtand before the Throne of Chriſt's 
« Glory ? Why are their good Works then diſplayed ? 
„c Why is their Reward then, allotted ? If they are on 
* that Day admitted into the Participation of no other "7 ml 
« Glory than that with which they were before glo- 
« rifiee, do not then theſe Perſons expoſe the Doctrine 
de of an univerſal Reſurrection and Judgment, to un- 
« neceſſary and unaccountable Exceptions, who teach, 
« that Men ſhall, immediately after Death, receive a 
& full Recompenee, for all the Actions they have done 
e in the Body; and that long afterwards they ſhall be 
c formally judged, in order to receive that very Recom- 
tc pence? bs it not a Doctrine more conſiſtent in itſelf, 


W eos ate] 


« Writ, to believe that there-is a great deal of Difference 

„ betwixt the Meaſures of Joy, which thoſe who die in 
e- c the Lord ſhall taſte of before, and after the r 

"Tp | | e 


d 

n | 

of cc as well as more agreeable to the whole Tenor of holy 
n 

n 


'c ->8 
. on? That after the Reſurrection there ſhall be an Aę- 
<<" ceſſion to the Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous, not only by 

4. their being then glorified in Body, as well as in Spirit, 


. 


e but-alſo by an Increaſe of that Bliſs which their Souls 


vs did before enjoy in a lower Degree, and more ſcanty 
« Proportion; and that they fhall- then be admitted to 
4 à cloſer and nearer View of God, and to a more, intj- 
mate Union with] him, who is the Source of all Hap- 


4 pineſs. To this great Day of Retribution our Saviour 


4 refers us, for feaping the Fruits of what we here ſow 


the moſt hungry and barren Soil: He doth not ® 


4. pronounce in general, that thoſe who invite the Poar, 


«the Maimed; the Lame and the Blind, and ſuch 38 
Se cannot recompence them, ſhall be bleſſed ; put he aſ- 


4 figns the punctual Time of Recompence, when be 
romiſes them, that they ſhall be recompenced at the 


4 Paturettion of the Juſt. St. Luke xiv. 14. 


But there is no late Author that handles this Subject at 
13 or proves it more fully than Dr. Sherlock, 


his practical Diſcourſe concerning a Future Fudgment. 


For he employs the whole firſt Section of the ſecond Cha 
ter, Which is concerning the Time of Judgment, in eta; 
blifhing this Doctrine of an intermediate State, from Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, and then ſhewing its Uſefulneſs, and 
anſwering ſome Objections againſt it. 
And the Caſe plainly being fo, what ſhall we think of 

the Man that would repreſent theſe Doctrines as popiſh? 
Sure, if it be not great Ignorance, it muſt be very great 

Malice and Perverſeneſs. It is not only affixing a Name 
of a deſervedly ill Sound, againſt all Reaſon and Truth, 
to very innocent Things, that when they cannot be at- 

tacked as they really are in themſelves, there may be a 

Prejudice and Clamour raiſed againſt them, and they tun 

down under that Diſguiſe ; but it is a repeating the Con- 

duct of thoſe Rebels and Schiſmatics, who about a Cen- 

tury ago, uſed but too ſucceſsfully the fame Arts and 
Clamour againſt every thing that was ancient or venera- 

ble in Religion, and by ſo doing, did the greateſt Hohor 
Ne” Os ua 
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and Service to the Cauſe of Poppy, and braut ht the grea- _- 
teſt Scandal and Ruin upon the Reformed, What can © © 
Chriſtian Prieſt mean, by ſuch a Zeal to divide that One 
myſtical Body of Chrift? to crumble that Part of it, Which | 1 
is in its Warfare here upon Earth, into Parties and Facti- _——_- jf 
-ons, and intercept all Communication between it and that _ 
better Part of it which is already in ſome Degree ente- 


red upon their Reward? What elſe can be thought to 1 » = 
be the] Intention of all the Noiſe and Buſtle he makes, f 
about expunging Part of a Rubric only, that has evident- : _ 
u failed of the Doſign of it, to reconcile Diſſenters and Fo - as 


tien lers to our Worſhip; and with this View was 
ted, pejyiaps with a good Meaning, but certainly by ſuch 
wrong [nfluence, as never brought either Advantiat ork» 7 
dit to the reformed Cauſe ; and was by the Adviſers but 
too apparently intended to exclude the greater and better 
Part of Chriſt's Church, to introduce and countenanoe a 5 
new Senſe of the Communion of Saints, and de a Fartiti- x 
| on Wall betwixt-us and them. N 2M 
As fur the Billingſgate, and perſonal Turrilow Reflexi- of 
ons ſcattered up and down the Pamphlet, and eſpecially 
heaped together towards the Cloſe of it, and Joined wi „ 32 
a gfeat deal of profane Buffoonry on the Cenſures of 1 4 2 '# 0 
Church, and the Characters and Authority" of her:Go- * 
vernors, I have no Reply to make, and perhaps the pro- we, 5 
pereſt Return might be, the Reproof of the Patron of «,* 
the Day, which we have recorded, Jude vor. 9% or * RS, 
St. Paul to Elymas, Acts xiii. 9, 10. a 
Before I take Leave of Mr. Dundaſs, it may not 755 a- | 
miſs to let him know, that his having, to his Puff on his 3 
own Performance, ſubjoined a Threat of publiſhing, in a : 
ſhort Time, A full and true Account of the Caſe between. 2 4% 
Biſhop Raitt and Mr. Fife in Dundee, has kept us long 24 
in Expectation of his making good his Promiſe, and ſa- 1 
ved * hitherto from having his Cavils and Calumnies 5 
gafuſaid, that all might be expoſed together, I ſhall not 
_ as to this, what #6 "ha Fame has hint. 


that 
* St. Michael's Day. 
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arge 1 che Epiſcopal « Cap 


50 there, i in che End of Jab, 1743. nv 
X Nd that the Murr 18980 of this Fact, m 2 Se 

FJ the fuller and more diſtin, I ſhall deduce/it in 
a ſhort Narrative, from the Death of the R. Revd. Mr. 
Ouchterlony. 


Upon his Demiſe, the Congiegation that had deen long 


under his Inſpection, and very well ſatisfied with his Mi- 


niſtry, had Mr. William Nobert ſone, then at Longſide in 
Buchan, recommended to them, for a Succeſſor to him, 
and a Colleague to Mr. James Irvine, who was their 
then ſurviving Paſtor, but in a very tender State of Health, 

as Mr. Goldman their other Paſtor then in Life, had ſor 4 


long Time been. "They depended very much upon the 
Character, from whomſoever they had it, of Mr. Robert- 


fone, and ſhowed great Keenneſs to have him among 
b them, 


Which Mr. Raitt, who had been elected Biſhop 
a ** Diſtrict, and * the October before, upon 


their | 
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{2 
; eee Himielf very 2 to 
gratify, tho” he” Shane not my about Mr. Naber core, but 
that he was their Choice z. inſiſting only, chat the Mond 
frrtle Previouſly à ſmall Penfion upon Mr. Gblaman, 
"whom they had for ſome Time intirely neglected, in his 
. of Confinement to his Houſe 3 but now upon the 
Biſhop's Deſire, and Repreſentation of the Caſe to them, 
they 195. — the Pata, and rant a fornial Se- 
curity for that Effect. ö 
If they were miſtaken in any Noti tion they had formed 
to themſelves, or Hopes they entertained about Mr. — 
 Gbere/one, it was imputable to none but themſelves, and he 
Hhuiinſelf was far from Jeading them into them. For 
fe 3 Warning, that he would not ręcede from 
inciples and Conduct he had always obſerved, by 
ſiſting upon it, as the, only Preliminary with them, 
Hat his Call ſhould be regularly and canonically gone a- 
bout, with the Conſent and Approbation of the Bibop. of 
the Diftrift he was to rome into. A 
And indeed it was the Aſſurance he had from Mr. tre 
vine (the ſingle Correſpondent he had in the Country) that 
Matters were going very ſmoothly and agreeably on, and 
' thatthey would, ſdon aftet his being among therm, be bearti 
ly and intirely united with the Biſhop, and very probably in 
the ſame Houſe, that made him fo frankly go into a Pro- 
poſal, which he foreſaw would be a Loſs to him jn every 
Reſpect, except the Benefit, which he had been made to 
hope for from it, to his Health, | 
That they might meet the better F riends, he md all 
the Difpatch he poſſibly could to come to them, and more 
than his Affairs would well allow. But be was no ſoo- 
E arrived, than he found ſeveral Inconveniences that 
little expected. His Colleague's State of Health was 
daily declining, and he had only the Afliſtance of a Dea- 
con in the Performance of the whole miniſterial Duty. 
In the Diſcharge of which, ſome of them ſhowed them- 
telyes, very early, captiovs, with whom he had ſome Bicke- 
rings; but thought he had compromued the Matter * 
* the 
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fairly out of them, In the mean time his Colleague di 
and in a Meeting they held upon it, they propoſe = 


urge that he ſhould undertake the whole-Charge alone, 


nd have his Sallary theteupon . augmented; Which he 
jeclined, in'. Conſideration of his Health not being 
then altogether confirmed; but they ſtill inſiſting, . that 
he would go into their Propoſal, their Yrtunity 


Charman! of ot eo; 


* 6 ; 


A Froject was ſoon after ſet on foot, at firſt by private: 


-omerences, and - afterwards far advanced by public 
Deeds; and the unanimous Conſent of both Congregatinlts 
for uniting the two Houſes ; the particular Detail of which 
ſhall be given, and authbentically inſtructed afterwards,” ! 
As this had been long the Wh. of many of the beſt 
People in the Place, they were now extremely pleaſed to 


ſee it in fo fair a Way, and the firſt Step taken *. 
the Bis 


pointment of the Managers of both Houſes to be, t 

ſhop and Mr. . officiating in one another's Ora- 
tories by turns. Thus Matters were going on betwixt 
Faller and Mbit ſunday, on which Feſtival the Biſhop, af- 
ſiſted by Mr. Robertſone and two Deacons, adminiſtred 
the holy Euchariſt, preciſely in the Manner they had 
been accuſtomed to, except only the Diſtribution by the 
geots Office, in the Ses- gat? Meeting - Houſe, to about 
ninety of that Congregation, and one hundred and twen- 
ty of his own, _ e ee ihe L114 
There appeared, after this, ſome Malecontents, who 
exerted themfelves very induſtriouſly, and but too ſucceſſ- 
fully in diſturbing and ſpoiling io hopeful a Proſpect. But 
what their Motives were it is hard to divine, It were 
perhaps uncharitable to them, and injurious io the two 
Biſhops they had formerly had for their Paſtors, to ſay, 
that the Reaſon of their Diſobligation was, that the Biſhop 
offered to communicate them himſelf, and to conſecrate 


at their Altar. For they have certainly learned, that all 
the Altars in the Diſtrict are the Biſhop's, and that if _ 3 
We ft .-____ a. 


prevailed, and he” conſented to accept of the whole 
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40 not commuſiteat wich him, tile t eantiot cotituni- 
cate at all ; for that it is the ſelf fame thing, whether 
they receive the ſacred Symbols immediately from his 
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ſunk, by being incorporated with another; and that they 
reckoned the Honour of it concerned in continuing ſepa - 
rate, and even independent. But if this be it, I cannot 
doubt but upon calmer: Reflexion, they will agree, That 


Honour is always miſtaken, when made to ſtand upon 
oppoſite Sides With Principle and Conſcience; or when 
turned into a. Pretence for Unpeaceableneſs and Diſtur- 


bance. WENT 


In caſe therefore, I ſhould not hit upon the right Rea- 


% 


ſon of their Conduct, and ſo do them an undeſighed 


Wrong, I ſhall leaye it to themſelves to account ſor it. 


: And 
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And in Hopes that they will be ſo juſt to themſelves 
and to others, as not to pretend that it was the Biſhop's 
not granting what they never aſkt of him, nor had been 
. uſed to by others, the communicating them ſtrictly and 
literally by the Eigliſb Office, that was their Motive, 1 
ſhall do them the Juſtice: to own that; Whatever it he 
was, it were a Pity it were not better than I can imagine 
it to have been; for in Conſequence of it they wete very 
active and diligent; ſo that I cannot but wiſh the Motive 


* 
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gphhey begin with many odd Stories and odder Suſpiei- 


Ons aß both their Faſtors, and when by an affiduous incul- 


cating of them, they had formed a conſiderable Party, a 
June of them, not above a Dozen, aſſume the Directi- 


on of the whole Affair, and as they lay themſelves out to 


fiſh and to fix Quarrels, they depute ſome of their Number 
to Wait on the Biſhop, and to aſk that he would lay his 
Commands on Mr. Robertſone, for the ſtrict and fole 
Uſe of the Exgliſb Communion- Office. Which tho he 
told them, he could not do, ſince it was left diſcretionarz 


Whole national Church, to which the late Ordinary of 
the Place had been a Subſcriber ; hut that in Conſe- 


quence of that ſame /Need, he ſhould as little interpoſe 


for the Scots-Office: Vet upon his not doing what he 


conceived; was not in his Power to do, they proceed to 
diſclaim his Authority, and deny their being in Commu- 
nion with him, and one of them ſaid, there could be nei- 
ther Biſnop nor Church without a civil Sanctian. Nay; 
that the only Church we had in Scotland was the Preſpy- 
terian, | IEEE?) 


This Deputation, and the Anſwer the Biſtiop-gav 


It is recorded in their Minutes of the twenty eigtith'of 
ay. And two Days after, the ſame Perſons who had 


waited on the Biſhop, go to Mr. Nobertſons, and require 


a direct Anſwer. whether he would uſe the Communion- 
Office of the Church of England, as always practiſed a- 


mong 


and Manner of᷑ it had been more commendable than T'can 
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Anſwer: he gave (before Ardotunis and the:Revd. Mr. Ro- 


+ the Deed, is, Thad after Abundance-of * Reaſoning and tar. 


great Occaſion for it, eſpecially as Mr. Nober tene had all 


| plain and direct. And really for - fear of mi ſrepreſenti X 
Minutes. | 


more Stipend, and appointed a Committee of ſeven,” four 


| rn 

mong them; tho' he had never communicated any one of 
them, but preciſely in the Manner, they had always been 
accuſtomed to. And when he told them ſo, and that he s 
would have expected any further Queſtions from none | 
elfe/but his Biſhop, they declare to him; that they did 

not own his Biſhop, and were not, nor would be in | 
Communion with him, but behoved to have an Anſwer | 
directly and immediately from himſelf. Upon which the , 


* 
; 
5 


bert White, who were occafionally in his Houſe) was, 
That ſince that was their declared Mind and Reſolutin. *- 
giot ta be in Communion with thuir Biſhop,” he was noi for” © 

his Part, at Freedom to communicate '#hem by: either Scots 
or Engliſh, or any euer Office what/otver..  *  / 
On this, by a Deed of the ſame Date, (May goth 1743) 
they preceed, as far as they could, formally to depoſe him, 
by declaring all paſtoral Relation between him and them 
to be diſſolved; for which the great Reaſon aſſigned in 


ugſt Sallicitation, be bad ſhunned giving a direct Anſiver to 

heir Qugſtion, which they there repreſent as a moſt mo- 
mentous one, tho any body elſe would be apt to think 
that ſince they had been conſtantly uſed to a Mixture of 
the two Liturgies in the euchariſtic Service, there was'no 


+ 
. as at. a 4a 7 


along complied with the former wont as to them; and 
that the Fault they would have found with the Anſwer 
he then gave them, would have been, that it was too 


them in. this Part of the Relation, I have, in whatever 
have alleged as theirs, uſed the very Words of their own 


By the ſame Vouchers it appeats, chat they came to a 
Neſolution from henceforth to give Mr. Robert/one no 


being a Quorum, to look out for, and agree with another 
to be their Miniſter, | Theſe fix their Eyes upon Mr. 
David Fife, then officiating at Glammif and Glenboy, in 
en TO the 
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the. Diſtrict of Dun feld. And indeed they "could not 
"Have ſound a fitter Man for their Purpoſe, He had be- 
<fore given Proof.'6f his having ſmall Regard to Biſhops, 
When his Intereſt lay another Way. For he had ſome 
Time before, gone far in a Project at Montroſe, nbt al- 
together unlike this that was now to be propoſed to him 
at Dundee, without the Privity of the Clergyman on the 
Spot, tho one of that Worth and Standing in the 
Church, that no other Brother would have overlooked, 
and uſed ſo ill; and without ever conſulting the Biſhop 


de was to leave, or him into whoſe Diſtrict he was to 
de; tho” he had acknowledged the one, and pretended | 


a Friendſhip for the other; 


ry 


They who now apply to him were well aware of his 
Foible, and ſo make him very large Offers; and that 
rey might be afterwards the more liberal, they reſolve 
to begin with being very ſaving. For tho they abſentee 
after this. from public Worſhip,.they;conftantly deputet 
one to take Care of the Bag, which however they diqbo- 
fed of; no Part of it came to the Behoof of Mr Robertſone, 


* 


the? he continued officiating by turns with the Bi 
fill he was diſpoſſeffed; n. 


- Mr. Fiſe,, who bad for ſome Time caſt > longing Eye 


» bath £4 


upon Dundee, as ſoon as the 'Propoſal-is made him, ant 


the 'Wages of his Iniquity condeſcended on, 'preedily 
leapt at the Bait. And as Covetouſneſs'is at once the Pa» 
rent and the Child of great Sillinefs of Mind, he herein di». 
{covered unaccountable Meanneſs. For he could not but 
be conſcious, that they who now addreſs bit, if they had 
no Diftaſte, had no Eſteem for his Perſon or his Mini- 


ſtry.; and that a Bir had been put upon all Endeayours 
that could be uſed for him, when Mr. Irvine was ſettled, . 
and which had been repeated when Mr. Robertſone was 


ealled, by thoſe'very Perſons who now ſeemed to court 


him; only ' becauſe they had brought themſelves into 
ſuccee» | 


. 


With another. | 
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ſuch Circumſtances, that they had no Hopes of 
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o | When they, had thus eafily, gained Mr. Hie to 
Pur, poſe, they ſet About drawing up 4 Call to him, a 
| falicite Subſcriptions to it by all Ats. A d Pretences 
they could deviſe. They renew their Cla amours, and in- 
Kill, their Jealouſies againſt the he bo and Mr. Robert- 
„Where that was like to take ; and Where it 
would not, they t ev "= pretend "that they were fure 
of the Biſhop's Co | nlent, for bat, he had k id, he- would 
officiate, no more by turns, in the, Seg- pate W 
Houſe, and that they muſt have a Sale ee tt r. N- 


e by dunning, and importuyipg ſeyerals 82 
ed, at. ther abqut hat 91 Names to their 

pou ore W one Half of which were Women 
70 2 5 Tale not Wa A either, Without! Wrants and 
rent tices, 441. 
2 His Call, ive ot," Pi, banner preſent to to dhe Biſhop, 
far r. Bis. Cc ROS 0 they, acted. cur 7 
| vat leaſt, than t! de Perlon they had called. for toge 
ther with it, there was preſented a I. a Letter, of. Ake N 


from him, in which Anke Was. no mor Word of a Bi- 
top, than if it had, been a, Preſbyterian *** tance upon 
eſentation.. . : The. Biſhop 0 5 7 for Anſwer, 

That 2 4% Fi en, th at be cou Ia” not cancur in their. 

Pie fe, hautng ; 0 dim! ory. Letters it om. the. 

25 Te 575 9 75 7 og, eing ; 10 lu if 

; as propoſe, to be brought; but eſpecially ſo, beeauſe if Hr. 

184 1 % irregular 4 2 Te. he would find 225 4 
105 2 under the Cenſures of the Church, 


rigid Severity of Principle he frequent] By, 10 
things proſeſſed; but now he gave a Commiſſion t 
Dauid Roſe, Miniſter at Lethnet and Lochlae, who hap- . 
pened to be preſent at preſenting the Call, to take 2 
Thomas Ogilvie, of Kinaltie and Mr. Jebn Maitlan 

rd AAP Caralſlon 


60 Ne And thys the two a crors en 9 by un; | 
Induſtry ; in going from 0 8. to jou e, and > 78 
tber Pleas, the deſt they could, to. thoſe they 11 * 


0 „ 4 ne e #@ eee ond 


If aged 


i this Time the Biſhop 64h; ſcarce belieyc, that 
Mr. % would act a Nd ſo diamettically ,0ppo oye to 
eſler 


0 Mr. 


Ge 59. 4/6 
ett ey with- bim and Ne Ge Yi ber 


uch he was furpriſed at his Conduck, nd certidy;; 
what he had'to expect, if he perfiſted. in it. -'Thele,B 
thren wait on« bim accordingly. And. in caſe he 4 
Ot had it before the ey. give. bim a true, hank full State of 
e Affair, and bit at large upon the 765 2 of 
wha he was about.” He, told them, 25 Raſe wrote 
the Biſhop from Fur ſaf on his Return Home, 'hat the 
Bir 2a Ho had communed. with. hir 
Ted Mr, 250 tſont's Anſwer to them, hy be mens not 
_ Amunicate them, either by, Seots. or. 2110 Liturgy, 
and lipewiſe the Coalition ot both the. Houles, and the 
Reaſons the Biſhop had given ſor W their Call 
to him; but he a Aired the , that as h as he was going to Dun; 
as next Day, 10 would firſt of all wait of the Biſhop and 
Mr. Robert one, and commune the, 4 fully wich 
them, and examine. if Facts were as t d; repreſented 
chem to him, and if he ſound them ſo, he Wald know 
what Anſwer to give to thoſe, that had addreſſed him. 
The Biſhop found. himſelf ſoon diſſappointed of the 
Hopes. he had conceived, of his relenting upon the Re« 
ceipt of this Letter. For indeed, in he came next Day, 
but the firſt thing he heard of him was, his irregularly 
marrying a Couple of the Sea-gate Congregation, 


without ſo much as acquainting him or Mr. Robert- 


ſane, And he had him to ſend for on the Saturday Af- 
ternoon, when he laid before him at length the Heinouſ- 
neſs of the Sin of Schiſm, which Mr, Fife ſeemed ſenfible 
enough of, and very well defined to be a cauſeleſs Separa- 
tion from the Communion. of LO 's Biſhop. He was 
ſhown the Minutes, in which Mx, Robert/one was depo- 
ſed, and aſkt what he thought of och a Behaviour to a 
Paſtor ? He anſwered, that it was ſhocking. He was 


told, that if he behaved as Mr, Sempil had done, he 


would certainly meet with the ſame Fate. He ſaid, God 
forbid, he ſhould ever do as Mr. Sempil had done. He 
was alkt what he deſigned to do, now when he had ſuch 
an Opportunity in his H: _ effectually to raiſe ar = 
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his Charafter for ever. He replied, that he had done no- f 


thing irregular yet, and would conſider what he was to 
80 further. And when he was told, that there was little 
' Room for Confideration in the Caſe, for that an honeſt 
Mind would not deliberate one Moment between Duty 
and Sin. All the Anſwer that could be obtained from 
him was, till that be would confider, 

But what ſuch partial and ſelfiſn Conſiderations landed 


in, appeared next Days b eing n 3 attended . 
I | 


ſome of his Pärtizans, be took Poſſe on of. the 8 
— it before 7 Nane and A 1 out. againſt Ns 


— for all 10 and e 25 were 1 


either never joined Mr. F/z, or have already left him. 


When Mr. Pe had continued” this his Intruſion for 
_ three Lord's Days, the Biſhop fent a Meſſage to him by 
Mr. Nobert Lyon Miniſter at Pash, and Mr. Nobert White 


Deacon, who delivered at the tame F to wh the 
following Letter, 


of 44 1 * 
Sf A + . 1 * a 


259. Fi, Oy f * mn | et 12 
RNevd. Sir -* * . 


„ thority.. Which if you refuſe to do, hereby abſo- 
lutely diſcbarge you, io exerciſe any Part of the 
miniſterial Functſon in this Place, as you will anſwer, 


ty of the Cenfures of the Church. This i is from. 
| Rev. S: 7, 
| Duntee, dug. roth, Your maſ humble Servant, : 
1 2743 James Rue 
5 | on 


5 4” 


0 ſend you this, to require you to come along, with - 
the Beater to my Houle, and give an Account of your 
- Conduct, in-intruding into this Congregation without 
my Allowance, and in manifeſt Contempt of my Au- 


it to your Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, and under the Penal- 


TK) 


To this he poſitively refuſed. giving. any Anſwer 
them, but faid he ſhould by another Hand. And: —_— 
dingly in a Day or two there came a Return in the 
Name of another, the Tenor of which is as follows, 
Word for Word, and Letter for Letter. Ws 8 W 


Di EE i nt 
We the Members of the Epiſcopal Congregation in 
& the Seagate Meeting: houſe, having meet together to 


48 


— 


gonſider of a Better wrote by you to our Miniſter Mr. 
David Hie, impeaching him ſor intruding into this 

Cougregation, thereby ſuppoſing that there was an U- 
nion betwixt the two Congregations, which is not 
«© Matter of Fact; and upon this pretended Intruſion (ag 
<< you are pleaſed to call it) diſcharging him in a magi- 
& ſterial Manner, to officiate any more as a Clergyman 
„ in this Place, and threatning him with the higheſt 
* Cenſures of the Churcb, if he ſhall. continue ſtill ſo to 


* 


Cherefore we, upon mature Deliberation, and can- 
* valling that Affair amongſt ourſelves, do find, That 
s ſuppoling you were veſted with all the: Power and Au- 
c 


thority that any Regular Dioceſan Biſhop ever enjoy- 


“ ed, the Crime lybelled not being Matter of Fact, con- 
& ſequently cannot infer the leaſt eccleſiaſtical Cenſure. 
But notwithſtanding of all this, it you, or any other, 
6 pretending an Authority over us, not legally founded, 

e ſhould out of Prejudice to our Paſtor, for his ſtrenu- 
„% ouſly. oppoling the Uſages, and cloſſy adhering to the 
<« Liturgy of the Church of England, proceed againſt: 
„him by denuncing any of your Cenſures which will 
„ not be binding in the Court of Heaven, being done, 
« clave errante. We, to ſhew to the World the Juſtice 
of our Cauſe, and Love we bear to our Miniſter, do in 
“ moſt ſolemn Manner proteſt againſt all ſuch Cenſures, 
& as void and null of themſelves; and do appeal to the 


« firſt full Convocation of Biſhops and Clergy, legal'y | 
; ems 
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V 
<«. aſſembled, and order this our Proteſtation to be inſet et . ll. 
«in:our Books; ad: futuram rei memoriam. In Teſtimo- 1 


<«<.ny.whereof we Have cauſed Ali Dauid Graham Pra. 
this twelth Day of Auguſt, Oue thouſuud ſeven e 
and fearty three Leas. WE t ne 
] E | | Da. Graham. 
„ üer RAINS ALA 


But whether this was Letter, Libelh- Proteſtation or 


Appeal, ſeemed! uncertain ; for it has ſomething ofthe 
Appearance of each, and upon a mearer View, cf 
. reckoned none of all theſe. It looks indeed like t an | 
it Appeal to a Court we heartily wiſh we had the Of portu- Pl 
bi ; nity of confronting them at, a legally eſtabliſhed Epiſco- hi 
i | pal Synod : But till God in his good Providence allow us CQ 
i that, it is preſumed it will be taken amiſs by none but ſuch # 
as Mr. Fife, that the beſt our Circumſtatices will permit, „ 
is done, to maintain Order, and check Sehiſm, * 
At laſt, the Biſhop found himſelf obliged to lodge 4 
a Complaint before his Colleagues, at a Synod they held 8 
in Edinburgh, Auguſt, 1743. Who adviſed him, to call | 
his Clergy together, and to add the more Solemnity 1 
and Authority, appointed three ot their Number to aſ- ; X 
ſiſt at the Trial. But before he proceeded/to it; he ſent * 
a further Meſſage ſtill by Mr. 7/b:te to Mr, Fife. That 1 
he was extremely loth to proceed to Extremities, and 4 
therefore if he would yet return to his Duty, all Proce- _ 
cedure againſt him ſhould be ſtopt. To which Mr. #i/e's * 
Anſwer was, That he diſowned the Biſhop's Authority * 
intirely, and that he might take kis Courſe, as he would 2 
„„ IE TIONS OUWUD S003 30 (OHA, £ 
When this obſtinate Diſobedience left nothing elſe to 3 
be done, the Biſnop iſſued out his circular Letters to his we 
Clergy, and had, Mr. *#7fe duly ſummoned to the Time "2 
and Place of their Meeting, V 
Accordingly there conveened on the 31ſt of Auguſt, . 
1743, within the Biſhop's Meeting-Houſe, on the Yea- = 


man's Shore in Dundee, theſe Clergymen of the Diftriet, 
* . 


ä 
r The Revd. Meſſts. Alexr. Cheyne Preſpyter at St. Land 


rence, þ Kirk, David, 17.70 at Lethnet and Lachlee, Fohn Pe. 


tris at "Drumlith ie, Fehn Leith at n Trou 
at Murchall, 2. Ne at -Nether-Durdie, William Nor 


bertſane at Dundee, Haris Edgar at Aherbrotbock; Nubert 
Hhite Deacon in * Dundas, and Robert irvine at Caralſton. 
Ang the Meeting being regularly conſtituted into a Dios 
n Synod, the Execution of the, Sumtnons againſt Mr. 
N Fife Preſbyie er 55 * and Glenboy, to compeat 
at. the Time and. F was given in and read, and he 
three ſeveral Times les at the Door, but after waiting 
o nſiderable Time, and he not campearing, the Biſhop 
| with his: 8275 nes and Olergy were unanimouſly oFO-2 
pinion, | q of the Certification given him in 
his er be ſhouls be proceeded r . 
cordingly his Libel was read in theſe Wards, .- las WA 


Lia EL VS. Ar. James Rültt 2 — — 


1 Dri: of Brechin, Carſe of Goury, Qc. aqgainſi th 
fr. David Fife eee t Glamiſs and 

3 . Glenboy. ; 104 een 00 13 ar bag: „noi 
200007, A ©. 08 *Y 


_ Whereas by.the Word of Godgoby: the Rules and 
: 85 Canons of the Church, and by the ſolemnn Promiſe? 
<« made by them at their Ordination, all Preſbyters ought 
<< ta tbe obedient to their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, and not 
4 . „ Ne wich orm any ſacred Office within the Diſtrict of any 
en thout his Allowance and Conſent, and to 
% make no Encroachments upon the Rights and Privile- 
e ges of their Brethren: Vet true it is, and of Verity, 
« © ak you Mr... David, Nys Preſpyter at Glamiſi and 


2]enboy, caſting off the Fear of God, Regard to the 


* Peace Order and Unity of the Church, and to your ' 
« facred Character, are guilty, Art and Part of the fore 
« ſaid Crimes, in ſo far as, A 19h en e 
J. Upon Friday the twenty Noone Day of July laſt, 

<<..or ane or other of the Days of that Montb, you came 
— 10 n and in the ne of that Days or ſhort-" 
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| © Robertſone, one of the eftabliſhed Paſtors of the Cor 
_ <: oregation, who coming in at the ordinary IIe, in 


& ated in the laid. Meeting-Houſe very Lord's Day A 
4 fince that Time, and ſtill aq to act and officiate, 


ome * to Nn N INE the Conſent or «x 
Knowledge of the Biſhop, or Preſbyter of the E; a 


4 pal Congregation there, did marry two Perſons c 
ging to their Congregation, vix. Hlexr. MAullo Ache | ey 
5 and Chriſtian Robertſon Daughter to Mrs, Baluaird. * 

II. Upon Sunday thereafter, the twenty fourth of bo. 


« ſaid Month of July, or upon one or other of the dun- 
1 days of that Month, you impioufly deſerting our. own 

< Charge, did enter the Sea. gate Meeting-Houſe, before 

14 the uſual Time jor conveening to public Worlbip 3 nd 

6 did, moſt wrongouſly and unjx poſſes you W 1 

« the' Pulpit, to the Excluſion o he Revd, Mr. . ng ve 


order. to. have periormed the ſeveral Parts of Divine- 
6 Worſhip, and- finding the Pulpit poflefled by you, 
4 waited a while, to ſee it you, wou 4 ul quit an "og 
2 wrongous Poſſeſſion, and give him Acceſs to his Pul- 
4 pit, but in vain: ah ae Ber expres Pr i. 8 © 
< and did there, contrary-to-the Biſhop Prohi- bai 
«c bition, read Prayers and preach, beck in the Fore- cli 
% noon and Afternoon of that Day. | 
„III. That you have obſtinately x and offici- th 


< as if you were regularly ſettled Preſbyter of that Place, de 
46 in — of all Authority and Order, and in direct 2 
. Oppoſition to the Biſhop's. expreſs and repeated Pro- * 
<- hibition to the contrary, ſignified to you, by a Letter th 
ce written with bis own Hand, and delivered to you'by . 
* the. Revd. Mefſis. Robert Lyon at Perth, and Nobert O 
« Jhite in Dundee. In which, he diſcharged you to rat 
e exerciſe any Part of the minifterial Function in * to 
<C dee, as Nd anſwer to your Eceleſiaſtical Superi- WW 
ots, and under Penalty of 1 incurring the Cepſures of the C 
* Church. N | 

All, or any of which three Articles of Libel being M 
* INOS — you, ꝓou — to be cenſured 1 an 

0 * 7 


. di 


e cording 
twenty fixth Day of August, Ore ri 1 Jeven, hundred 
AVE 9 2 275 . — 


6 


to the Demerit of ſuch Crimes reſpective, for. the 
ce Terror of others to do the like in Time to come. Ac- 


to Juſtice, Wc. JSigned at Dundee, the 


Jun Raitt Biſhop, 


Now wg A whb Fg not eden blind himſelf, 

miss to remark, That there is nota fingle Word ſaid 
ol the Engliþ Liturgy, nor his adhering ſtrictly to that, 
made any Part of his Accuſation. 
5 fact, nor if it were, would it have entered any way in- 
to the Demerits of his Crime. An 
the Stolt Office, if he had acted the ſame Part, would 
have 


As indeed it neither 


one who had Vue : 


<qually deſerved, and as certainly incurred the ſame 


Cenſure that Mr. Fife did. But one with half an Eye, 
may ſee the true Ground of all this Clamour and. Pre- 
tence about the Exg/7h Liturgy! in the Caſe |; That 
when naked Truth will not do, ſomething chat is popu- 
_ and looks' plauſible muſt be ſtudied. tu conceal and e- 
clipſe it. 

Bon to go on with the Account of the Trial. After 
the Libel was read, the Relevancy of 
And each being alked his 
mouſiy found, that the fir 
deere nid Ecelefiaſticl Cenſure 5: and thar the feeomi 
and third Articles, jointly or ſeparately proven, were re; 
levant to infer the Sentence of oh; Fe n ten 
the fame to Proof. 0 


it was conſidered. a 
— ſeverally, they unani- 
Article ſeparately proven 


When this was led, it came out tal and Sous by the 


Te 


Oaths of the Witneſſes who had 
tations, and a Liſt of whom had 


* 3 


ed upon tiieir Ci- 
regularly annexed 


ta Mr. Fes Summonds, The ſeveral Meſſages and 
Warnings ſent him by the Biſhop, were ſworn to by the 
Clergymen that delivered them; and his taking and kee- 
ping Poſſeflion 'of the Sea- gatr Pulpit, was fworn to by 
Mr. William NRaberrſone Miniſter, Teſepb Rhind Weaver, 
and James Murſbal „ in Dundee, beſides * 
other 
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G : 
others, as may be ſeen from the Precognition and Trial at 
F . lo one 
ente Procfowat cloſed, the Meatine-adicutned til 
next Day, and that no ſoft Method might be omitted 
or left untried, two of the aſſiſtant Biſhops had a Meeting 

that Eveniig witk as many Agents of the Sea- gate Mee- 
.ting-Houſe ; But they could bring them to no Terms 
aortTerhper, Having found; in à long: Conyerſation With 
them; little Reaſon and no Prinefple,/ but all Humour, 
and infleztible perſonal Pigue and Reſentment : So that 
they were clearer for infficting the outmoſt Cenſure y 


1'the Man who had fed them up in theſe; than b 
L A Goinrnnt wil To era gf ony v; 
Next Day when the Meeting was conſtituted 48 be- 
fore, and the former; Minutes read, there was a Letter 
pra ubed ſtom the Præſes of the Manager- Meeting of 
the! Srasgute, giuing a diſtinct Detaſb of the ſeveral Steps 
thit had been taken towards the Utiong of- the Houſes, 
which::Letter:hetad-left, with Rchert Toibtring bam Eſqʒ 
ef Bandeun, for that Putpoſe, in theſe Terms: in 361 
1 Niet id od 021 fie no en 073449 
„ underſtand Mr. Fife's Trial beſore the Biſhops, 
ci comes" on, tomorrow: Where, I was told, I poſſibly 
might be called: But being obliged to go out of Town, 
and knowing no Point that I have any Concern in, 
<6: except, what relates to the Uniom of the two Congre- 
de gatibns; I thought proper to commit to Writingemhat 
< confiſts with my Knowledge relating ſhat Subject; 
„ which T hereby impower you to ſhowyvif called for. 
On the Summa aſter Eaſter, the! Heads of the Fans 
& ties:of the Sa- gais Houte being met, meir Managers 
* (of WHO I then was one) acquainted? them of. a Meſ⸗ 
e jage they had received ſrim the Biſnop, by the Mana 
gels of his Houſe, wherein he earneſtly deſired an Ua 


nion of the tm Congregations: and recommended it 


% tothem ſas a thing he had much at Heart) to be con- 


6 certed with us, in the . 
470 > „ Ous 
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the following Gentlemen, Dr. Coſvil, Mr. Fan, 5585 | [| 
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<« they had not only the"Biſhop's Authority for tie Uni- 
Hon, but the unanimous Conſent of their owh OGnigte · 
<< pation, in a Sederunt ſor that Purpoſes * Fhey ptepb- ö 
Jed, kat che Biſhop and Mr. Robar gane ſrould dne 
man time | officiate) in one atiotheis Houſes,: us, UHle 
« ſhouldngreeibotwitt themſelves, until ſuch Tine a A 
c οο,Hileht Houſe could) be found ontaine both 
«.Goharer dong! 30 eee ee eee & er 
Thie being ſo teaſonable, wwe readily agreed to it, 
«mot; only ſot aurſeſv es, but taking Burdeni upon us for 
4" the .whole! Oongregation, as we Would net have ad 
Opportunity of calling them together, till 9⁰,t 
next, whet we thought the Biſnop ſhould offieiate- in 
« our Houſe, for the firſt Tim. 9te 2 
„We inftantly made a Sederunt in Terms of the a- 
4: bove Agreement, which was dictated hy Mr. Brißane, 
one of our Managers, wrote by our OwW-˖n Clerk B ſig- 
c ned by me as Præſes, in their Preſence, and at their 
« Deſire; and was delivered to Nevay, who, with Peter 
« Outhterleny (another of our Managers) was defitedi to 
ce wait of the Biſhop, and ſhow this Sederunty that he 
«© might be acquainted with our Sentiments. T. 
«© The Sunday following, our Congregation being again =. 
e met, I reported the Contents of the above-Sederunt ; . ? 
e which was ſo far agreed to, that not one Man made an or 
© Objection to, or diſſaproved of any Article in it. On 
« the contrary, the Managers and other Gentlemen were' 
hereby exonered of their Engagement, ſo that the de- 
2 <«-derunt became a Deed of the Congregation s. 
Same Day, I acquainted them, that the Managers of 
the Biſhop's. Hoyſe, "had recommended it to us as a 
* I 2 proper 
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9 -proper thing, that our Cobgregation-ſhould name four | 
t or ve of their Number, to meet with them when 
4 2 thought convenient, to fall on Ways and Means for 


ir iding a Houſe to contain both Congregations. 
o this Odjections were made, and ſome diſputes a- 


N roſe, which all terminated in this, that ſince the Ma- 


5 pagers had hitherto taten the Trouble of every thipg 


.« l that. kind, they ought to continue ſo to do. But 


this Power given to the Managers, nor the 
e s Approbation of the Sederunt before - 
« tioned, nor any Sederunt held in the Meeting- 
0 —— — Mr. Rabertſones coming (ſo far as I 
c member); were . onmmietcds 10 Writing. Howe 
ter Quchterlany and I had after- 

ards a Meeting in the Coffee-Houſe, wich the Gen- 


. «, Ulewen ot the other Houſe on the Subject of raiſing 


Funds ſor building a Heuſe. When Nevay was de- 
<< Hired. to enquire inio the Conſtitution of Mr. Harper's 
66. Houſe in dinbumb, io ſee if thereby we could give 
any Body ſatisfactory Security, that be- hould be wil- 


« ling to advance Money to carry on the Work. 


* It's poſſible, that I may not be. altogether oe 28 
ce to our Times of Meeting; 5 but — wah | 
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"Then 2 —.— in u Name of the ———— at Clan- 
miſts to 3: Meeting of the Clergy. 8 en a6 Avi, 


22 
* 
44 - 4 


Was Bren in and read eee, * e 1 El 


Vamp Revd, Gentlemen. 
4 am deſired by a conſiderable Part — our n 


4 in this Congregation, which-I ſuppote by this Lime e- 


very one of you knows, is deſerted by. Mr. Fife, wi- 


- $thout' ſo much as telling any of us of his doing ſo, to 


* lay our deſerted and deſolate Condition before your ve- 


4 & ,ry. Reverend Meeting this Day; deſiring the Favour 


* of you, for ſome o or three Eundey;, t0.appoint ns 


”* 
—— 


& of your worthy Namber to officiate in- the Moning- 5 1a 

<6. -Houſe here, ſo that dur ſmall Congre 1 i may be: | | = 

| „ kept together ſor ſome Time, till proper FH 
a de concerted by our Managers, and till 7 — be 1 
, . « 2 by them to the n lor en our Vacant: 10 
| „ Pulpit, - wt 21 
e eee Mr. William: Gra was plenfed; u- BUY 

. pon my Application to ſupply us upon Sunday laft, * 1 
when our Congregation (as he can inform you) upon 
) E a very ſhort Warning, was fully met. But-we-do not 
e qusſtion, that if we be allowed every one Bis own 


OY Lbs Freedom, and no Supply made, ſeverals, perhaps, will 
be zeady to follow Schitmaticks, c. I, therefore, 
0 in Name of our de: bumbly ſolicite you, to 
L | Hnppoint ſome of mber, to preach bere Sabbath 
5 next, and a Sunday or two — And pleaſe lags 
5 * nify the ſame to me ger Bearer, that the ame may de 
2 * e „am, with the grentott Regards, 
- = EE: ery a Gentlemen, 
: cin, 9th . e. Ta * bedlont, 8 * 
a . "DO . Wil. & Servant, - R 
* We „ f ' 
* Aer this were. Ck the ade nem the fone Clergy 2 18 
. of the Diſtrict, viz, Mr, Thomas -Ogilvie at Brechin, ex- | A008 
5 cuſing his Abſence ; and from Mr. Robert. Ouchterlony {1048 
6 at Adaatroſe, Mr. Fobn Shinner at Keithock, Mr, Fobn Wall 
* Ramſay at Stonhaven, and Mr, bows Maitland at Caral- _— 
1 An ; all ſeverally declaring, Mr. Nes. Conduct {of I 
which the Biſhop had ſent ons a r nd to be _ = 
55 Iy cenſurable. | 
p _ . "After all; the Biſhop viking his Colleagues wed Cleigy | 
— . their Opinion, they unanimoufly declared, that they 3008 
— found: the ſecond and third Articles of the Libel clearly . 
1 proven; and likewiſe chat he added to theſe Crimes, a 1 
AKrect diſohning of the Biſhop's Authority, both by | 
4 Words and Deeds; and particularly, by his not appea- | 
4 rings aſter. having been duly ſymmoned and called. > | Wo 
| | indeed "ri 


— —— > 25 
— = = * — 
72 . 5 4 
5 8 oY _ Ee . 2 — 
* * 
—— nds 46 5 oe 1 1 


Sent 
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( 
indeed apc has ap the Town during the Depen- 


dance of his Trial, was remarkably out- braving and inſul- 


ting They feund likewiſe, that he had leſt his two 


Congregations in the Country, in a very uncanonical, 
abrupt and irregular Manner. IN RESHECT of 
which, the ſhop roſe up, and pronounced the following 
of Depoſition. F a iN base Aft 

% IL. Jamas Raitt, Biſhop ot the Diſtrict of Breckin, 
&, Carſe 77 Gaury, &c. Having, with: the Concurrence 
< of cmy R. Revd. Bretheren, and the Revd. Preſpy ters 


tand Deacons of the ſaid Diſtrict preſent, conſulered 


He Depoſitipn of the Witneſſes adduced for proving” le 


the Lybel againſt Mr. David Fife, Preſpyter of G 


i and Glenbey: Find the lait two Articles Dfithe 
ibel clearly proven, and Therefore, and in Reſpect 


2 of the Greatneſs of tbe Crime, DO, with the Gon- 


&..currence,. Advice and Conſent of the ſaid Biſhops, 
60 Preſb ters and Deacons, by: the Authority of our 
c Lord Jeſus Chriſt, committed to me, Bepeſe, degrade, + 
< and deprive the ſaid: Mr. David Fife; of all yen 


4 cal Orders, 'doth- as Preſbyter and Deacon. F 


ce. nounee him really and actually Dapoſed, degrades "PH 
«© reduced to the Station of a Lay-Man, now and in all 
* Time coming, In the Name of the Father, Son and 
« Holy: Ghoſt. And all the Biſhops, Welpen . 


15 1 
L . 1 2 . 
a Tau Raitt 
\ 


« preſent, and by comMmen.. Concert. appointed to be in- 


c timated from all the Pulpits of their reſpective: Di- 


ce ſtricts, together with that unced by the R. Revd. 


© Dr. Thomas Rattray, then iſhop of Dgnteld, againſt Mr. 


&, George Sempil, wherever it. had not been formerly no- 
er tified: And by the Authority 'foreſaid; was particular-: 
00 by recommended. 40. __ Biſhops abſent, and the er 
« * BY of Fs „ "a 
OK Eng © 10 1 Tuna Rait Biſhop of aka 
n 


e Ns 
. The ſs 3 n -approven: by the Biſhops. 


„ 
Noob. White Ep. Dumülin. approves : 
ill. Palconar Bp. of Murray approtes. 

Tarek John Alexander Bp, df Dankeld 'apptoves, 
Abe ans e nt, 1 ROLES, INM ear RA -* | 
And accordingly this Sentence was intimated, not bi 
over all this Diſtrict, but tom all ithe Pulpits of ine Df 
ſtricts of Duniblanꝛ, Dutkeld and Aberdeen. 
„II this Formen 7 85 Wd I ora me t e 
be. a one by ii il : 618 Das ** cn 
r 10% 57 i80t diatotat va,” 
ad, lt is with Regret, that I. ſignify to yohu from this 
c Place: (becaliſe, it is what 1 Bever would have if- 
Fold ed to have ꝓubliſhed, had it not been neceſſar N 
that Mr. David Rf late Preſbyter br Slam f ad 
„ Glenboy, is nom, by the R. Revd Father in God Mr. 
«6: ums Raitt Biſliop of this Diſtrict; Depoſed, degraded 
e apd deprived iofiall! wat goes Orders, both as Prlſoy- 
$5 ter and Deavon, with the .Concyrretice and ApfiroBat 
on of all his R. Revd. Brethren the Biſhops ofthis 
6 Church, in a full Meeting of the Clergy of this Di- 
ve ſtrict : And that, for his ſchiſmaticaſ and unwarranta- 
0 ble Intruſion into the Sea: gutꝰ Merting.Houſe in D. 
6er, and his obſtinate Contempt and Diſphedienct to 
6- the: proper Ecrleſiaſfical Superior whoſe > Admonit 
con And, Threatnings he rejected with'the utmoſt 
4 glect. He i; indeed a ſignal Object or the Pity; and 
. ftands very much in need of the Prayers of all go 
66 Chriſtians. The lamentable Circumſtances into 
ce which he has fallen, loudly pleading for Both. When 
c the Salt of the Earth lofts its Savsur, faith our Lord, 
< it is good for nothing, but to be caſt into the Dung- 
cc hill and trodden under- ſoot of Men. And therefore, 
4 Learneſty recommend it to you, that as you would 
<«: wiſh God to bleſs you in the Uſe bf bis Ordinanees, 
and the Means of Grace of his Inſtitution, I mean the 
e Diſpenſation of his Word and Saeraments, that you 
cc take particular Care, never to apply to this ſcandalous 
5 and unworthy Man, for the Adminiſtration thereof; 
is « | nor 
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«© nor join with: him, either in public or private Prayer, 
« g a Clergyman, he being by: this Sentence, reduced to 

the Station of a La 
. And whereas Mr. 2 Sempil at Perth lies under 
ec the ſame Cenſure, for the like Crimes, by a Sentence 
i of Depaſition pronounced againſt. him, 4 Scone, Faly 
ce the 8th, 17,40, by the late R. Revd. Father in God, 
«. Dr. Thomas Rattray, of bleſſed Memory, then Biſhog 
« of Dunkeld and Perth: It is enjoined by the Authori- 
te ty foreſaid, that ye avoid joining with him likewiſe, 


in any AR of: religious Worſhip, otherwiſe. ye fotfei | 
by ſo doing, your Title to all Church Benefits, TP > 
This Intimation thus made you, is in the 
C and by the Authority. of all the Biſhops of this Church, 
i * and particulatly, of the Right Reverend Father in 


ame, 


Mr., James Raitt, our proper Ordinarx, to whom, by 


« the Laws of God, and the Canons of t Church, 98 


W 7 We ol the: Clergy, but. allo you who are our. 
«, cks, ought 0 pay all due Regard and Obedience. 48 


EU WAS, "the Procedure, and ſuch the Sentence againſt 
Mr. Hie, and how agreeable throughout it was to the an- 
tient Biſeipline and the Canoris of the primitive Church, 
Will be evident to any that is converſant with theſe things. 


Avg for the Information of thoſe who. are not . ſo, the 


ucing the twenty ſourth Apoſtolical Canon may be 
fo EDT, fince-it fo ſully comes :p. to. the, Caſe, for it 
ns. „If any Prieſt, deſpiſing his Biſhop, gather à ſe- 
parate ngregation, and erect another Altar, being 
60 not able to convict his Biſhop, of any thing 1 — 57 
<« to Godlineſs and Righteouſneſs; let him be de 
<« a5 one; that affects Dominion, for he is an 5 rg - 
&« as alſo all the Clergy that are his Acceſſaries, and ler 
<« the Lay: Men be ſuſpended from Communion. Let 
0 theſe. Cenſures be paſſed, after a firſt, ſecond and third 
60 Admonition from the. Biſho pp. 
In ſuch a Decline of primitive. Piety and Prineiptes, 
28 A now daS -Preyails, ſuch a Sanction as this 


way 


v7 
i 
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? 
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CS) 
may appear ſtrange and ungouth g. eſpecially: when almoſt 
under a total Decay of Diſeipline, the poor Remains of it 
have ol late been generally confinedꝰto ſome particular 
gtoſſer Works of the Flein q it may ſeem hard and new 
to extend it where theſe are not ſo much as alle 
metely upon the Score bf Schiſm, which in ae e paſs 
ſes ſor little or nothigg. £2 | 
Now in Return to this, one wouls: hink: it mixht bet 
enough to appeal to the Hiſtory and to the Code ot the 
Chriſtian Church : If by fat the greateſt Part of the In- 
uunces upon Record, of tho chat have been depoſed, be 
not 1 ſclulmatical Nactices: And ift ; Bulk 
of the chat eſtabliſn aud direct Rocleſattical C 
ſures, uo: not relate folely to them. 

t if any are unwilling to ſtand by this, and ere bet 
for dab regulated by ancient Sanctions and Precedents, 
or taking the Meaſures! of the Heinouſneſs ot the Sin ot 
Schifm, from the Judgment of the firſt and beſt e 
Chriſtianity, when it Was reckoned of as black a Dye, 
the groſſeſt Enormities of Liſe + Nay ſo ingrahed and 
deep was the Stain thought to be, that the Blaod-of Mars 
tyrdom could not waſh it out. To fuck am one there 
is little lefr, but to appeal to his on Copſeiende, If Be 


knows of any one-Inftance; where Schiſm is come to che 


Height, ——＋ grown obſtinate, without it's infeparable RE- 
unue ef many bad Qualities, and even Immoralities. 
Does he believe, that Pride and Covetouſneſs had no In- 
fluence on Mr. Fife ? Knows he nothing, how. 1 e E 
drove his Bargain y-and 'whethet he flaumtered a little in 
it, and pretended Shy neſs and . 5 K. rticularly after 
his Converſation with the Biſhop, icht before his 
invading Mr. Robtt1/ond's Pulp, and what Atgumenta 
brought him over thenn? by > : 
But whatever his Behaviour bad deen in this; with Ne- 
gard to Mr. Rabens Ba e injurious.” 
He could not but kn chat dealt Wh him, 
had treated him; and 9 1 12 Groutids and Yiews, 
They wanted to have _ 15. it is meme chan probable, 
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with the: Biſhop : And tho” | 
a Choice g they c wiſh, chey found themſelues diſ- 


5 reaſe the Diviians and 


Weds is elſez but. indulgi 


(24 9 


that. would: keep, at a Diſtance, and live in bad Terme 


they bad been allowed: as free 


appointed, in having got:a Clergywan, who knew the O- 
hliea tions: gf bis haracter too: wl, and would tick, in- 
Wolably to them in ane nme This, as was evident to 
every 2 Perſon, and ſeyetals of het did not 
heſi gte ap declare: iw was the true Riſe: of All the: Op- 


ofitipn he meiwith, and all the Clamours raiſed againſt 


do that would he have ſellowed t their Humdurs, 


and the. vic on aten Hxad abat ſqme, not ſo refers 
as the ref e car ly gave him, he might have peer as 
agceytabl gracious. to them, as he had becuito! o- 


thers, and particularly tg: the Congregation ſrom 7 2 
they called bim. Mr. iFifg's: Conduct, thereſotre 

Was not only, undutiful and unbrotheriy, but really 0 8 
San and:of o bad Example, that had the Biſhop been. 
e w ouerlosk it, and drop a Man that ſuffered with 

andſgr him, he would bave been obliged 10 ſti 

120 ifs, he Imporzunities af, his: Clergy, who might 
well loo fupqs a as ae n Cauſe ; and that if it paſs. 
(ed, uncenſuxed none of tham i could reckon. themſelves 
Secure of their Pylpits,, But; that they might all, one af- 


1 f e invaded, and themſelues become Conſeſ- 


Weir canonical Obedienee :; and that even among 
People, whoi would not be ET 10 have renounced! 
the; Epiſcopal Perſuaſion, | -, 

Beides, Mr. "Fiecould: not bel! bead. of the. Stop . 
chat had been taken to unite the two Meeting - Hou 
in Dundee; and . coming in, would certainly, —4 
only. binder ſo/deſi 7 an Event, but revive and in- 
Animoſities, which, after having 
bliſted long in that 'unhappy Place, were then very 
1 be i and zuſt upon the Point of being entirely 


made u is Avarice awakened them anew; and 
added 4 Fewel ae " And, indeed if he had been 
g a corrupt Principle of 
Tice he has done in this 


# Reſpekt, 


„ at the 
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( i 2 
ReſpeRt, it would have Gut off all Plea of Iunoeencx, and 
juſtly drawn on him the Cenſute he has met With.“ Nor: 
has his Behaviour in this! the Alleviation f his having 
deen in Want, or neceſſi tous Circumſtances, among 
thoſe he!ſb ungratefully left, as has / heen hon to Satiſ- 
faction by ſeverals ot them, and may be evident -n 
one that ſees him. But it was but natural to add Ingra- 
titude for the long Kindneſs and greats Generoſfity ; he 
found there, to Rebellion againſt his Biſhogin: hom, as it 


appears by the preceeding Account, be tfeated with the, 


S groateR: ntempt- ad! Diſbegard, e HO TR) ads 10 44. HET 


"OSS: Bar till perhaps it maybbe thought, that Whatever Mr. 


Fus Pranſgreſſionã were, the Cenſure was 200 prec ipi- 
kate, and the Sentence at firſt, might have been Suſpenſi- 


on. ut was there nebd for Delay, When the Fact was 


chamant and notöur, nd! the Prodf ſttong and full), S0 
far from ĩt, that thoꝰ there had not fo: many Days inter 
veoned between the Fault and the Sentence; as there did; 
Months, there would have been no Injuſtice done, nor 
any Cround given for Complaint;- Andi what Rꝙοn n 
was there for Forbearance or Mitigation, when the Of- 
fender was refractory) and altogether obſtinate ? Beſides, 
that there is no material Difference between Suſpenſion 
white it continues, and Depoſition; which, aa it was the: 
oper canonical Cenſure for his Crime; he Mould negt+ 
farily have incurred; by not ſubmitting to the other. 
It it ſhould be pleaded, that great Caution and Ten- 
derneſs'was to be uſed,” where ſuch a Numbet as adhere: 
to Mr. Fife are cobcerned. It —.— replied, That this 
hath been exaggerated beyond all Truth; and that they; 
who have had the true Intereſt, and conſequently the 
maintaining the Diſcipline of the Church beſt at Heart, 
have never been deterted by vaſtly greater Numbers, from 
the ſtrict and impartial Exerciſe of it. Witneſs. thejold Do- 
vatiſis, and the older-Nowetians, who, tho ſound in the 
Faith, and overſpreading whole Countries, are yet never, 
fpared by the ancient! Writers, and the higheſt Cenſuxes 
paſt upon them in ſeveral af the early Councils; at the 
919114 IK 23 ſame 
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ſa nt Time that they ire acknowledged to be-guil G of no- 


* 


but a Breach. of Communion. 
w the Crime of which Mr, Fiz was guilty, appea+ 


ring thusto be Schiſm in the grofleſt Act of.it : Compli- 


cited as it always is, with ſeyeral enormous Iniquities in 
18 Rife, attended with the worſt Conſequences ing iis 
Progreſs, and inexcufable in every Reſpect; it is plain, 
ke richly deſerved the Sentence paſſed on him. And its 
Effeck and Authority will be as little doubted by any one 


% underfſtands and confidets the Conſtitution, ot the 
Hz of the Catholic, or our'own National Church. 1 


*1 dy qr nee gh ag tree by our. blefled;L 
and Saviour, was endued with 

tes: Sine he deſigned it to continue as lorg as Iime its 
ff dis, N were well nigh Blaſphemy againſt his Omni- 


|  Hotence and infinite Wiſdom, tb think he left it deſtitute 


of any Power or Authority, requiſite or proper, not only 
for” its Preſervation, but for the Security 97 it's 3 — 


gan, as u viſible Society on Earth, and that amid ff all 
ſecular COmmotiom, and the manifold Changes he fare» 
ſaw Would happen in the ſevetal Govrrnments / of the 
Worle: Aud therefore he made it independent oſuhem. 
Nor does this clafh; in the leaſt {with all due Obedience 


16-the'Ovit Powers, which are Bkewiſe0f his, Inſtitution s 


And while oy are zeally ſuch. ate better: guarded and 
ſecured by lis Laws, than they poſſibly can be hy theig own 
Kings and hwful Gavernqurs have, for the Sphere of aheir 
Power, the Liberties,” Properties aud Lives of their Sub- 


jects ; and for their Security, the Reltgzion of Cbriſt ſu- 


peradds the Obligation of Conſelence, to the externil Co- 
ertion, that is, all che Effect a civil Sanction could other- 


wiſe have. Whereas, the Powets of the Chuch, are all 
purely fpiritual, regard merely the Concerns of our Soule, 
Have no temporal Penalties angexed to them; nor is 


their Effect commonly ſeen, of to be expected in this, but 


inthe next World, Now theſe two Powers: are 10 iar 
lrom being inconſiſtent, that they do not in the leaſt xk | 
& . 33 tcrfere - 


- 


Order. "He intended it ſhould ſubfiſt-till his caming a- 
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CY 3 
terſere with one another. And there is no Ground of Fea» 
louſy or Umbtage given to the temporal Powers, by the 
Claim or Exerciſe of the ſpiritual: While they in whoſe 
Hands it is pleaded to be lodged, own themſelves, in all 
civil Reſpects, ta be as much Subjects, as any others; 
and even tho they ſhould be perſecuted, proleſs their ha- 
ving a Warrant for Recourſe to no Arms, but thoſe of 
Prayers and Fears. „ 


veſted with/fuch à Power, is evident from. the Circum- 


— Innes in which it was ſounded, and under which it con- 
Anued foritbree hundred Y cars and upwards. When our 


Saviouz gave Commiſſion. to his Apoſtles, for. gathering 
and eſtabliſhing a Church for: him trom among all. Nati- 


ons under Heaven, he was well aware, that all the Power 


and Policy of the Earth would oppoſe it. And accor- 


dingly, when the Apoſtles came to execute their Com- 


miſſi on, they found: to their Coſt, all the Power: and Au 
thority which was then in the Hands of. the Gentiles, 
and all the Zeal and Obſtinacy, which the Jezus diſtin 
guiſhed themſeves by, united agalinſt them. But taking 
Courage from the Commiſſion they acted by, they ſup - 


ported themſelyes in this, that it was right to hearken 


unto Gad rather. than unto Men; and appealed ſor the 
Reaſonableneſs of the Principle they went upon, and the 
Procedure they uſed, to their, Judges, even tho their Ene- 
mei im ð ⁰ „ 
The original Form, in which this Commiſſion is gi - 


ven, is very full and emphatical. Go ye, fays Chriſt to 


his Apoſtles, (ſince all Power is granted to me in Heaven 
and in Earth) make all Nations my Diſciples by Ba- 
ptiſm, teaching them to obſerve all 8 whatſoever I 
have commanded, and lo I am with you, even unto tlie 
End of the World, St. Mattb. xxviii. 18. This, which 
s the Original Conſtitution of the. Chriſtian Church, 
plainly implies a Promiſe of Chriſt's being preſent with 
the Governgurs of it, as fiicceeding. the Apoſtles, in all. 
the neceſlary Acts of their Adminiſtration, and — 
Lots © qQuentiy 


. * | * v. „ I. 1 * 0 8 © HJ 
But chat the Church was, in it's original Canſtitution, 
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«quently in the due Exeiciſe of Diſcipline, it alt: 
and TO very: Edd of Time. And this 
»and-Commiſtion is{tonveyed+ in ſtill more full and peo 
preis Terms, as recorded by: 7 8. John, xx. ar. Jeſus ſaid 
Ante them, 4s my Father bath ſent: me, ſo fand I you : 
Nas yt 97 Sint ze -remity, they are 1 Ns: 'thim'; 


— wetaing' th vre neramed $ with 
e e 

4 im that ſent 
Binn. St. Lulle x. 16. T end air ar can ex. 
pes ee t ee more fut 


ener of it, A id OF, nion 276 ON 
e Tpis Power then, a8 is cledt Wanne theſs'Paſl eo of 
Scripture; and the. conſequent: conſtant Dotirine of the 
Diſcipline'vf the Church, conſiſts in What has been ſince 
called TheiPonur of the Keys that iy, a Right of admit» 
Ang or excluding ſrom the Sacraments, which by the 
me: „are eee * gg _ the 
dd ordinary vi gaining, rving 
np — our Title 2 the Kingdom ol Heaven. 
hich beipg the Price of our Saviour 's Blood, is only ta 
be obtained. by us, n the due anddevout Uſe of theſe Or- 
dinances, and that Pi land Obedience which they 04 
blige-us to, and enable ut: te p form. A 
But one intrinſical * Part of this Power, 18 4 
Right lodged in the Goyernors of the Church, to-de yu 
and-cjedt thoſe who = been called to any ſacred 
in it, when they grow diſorderly,” ahd make Rents, — 
2 — mj Body ef Criſt. This ĩs undeni- 
| laid:down, and Laws enacted in 
8 were held neareſt to the Apoſtolical 
— in all. that have ſuccełded them. For: theſe af. 
us many Directions 8s tothe Otimes that infer Do- 
3 d very many Examples of- Clergymen of all 
Phd: for __ guilty of theſe Crimes. * * 
of theſe Cenſures were, in the. 
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and . Recatds bſtalmoſt every one of the GeherabCouncits; 


- and ſtrong Trrtis, Dhat Mr, 


from the Church, and hold arprate Aſſem 


To inſtance in one or two; The fourth Canon af the 


Council f Autioch enacts, . If any Biſhop; being depo- 


« ſed by la Synod, or any Frieſt at Deacon — 4 

*5. his: Biſflop, du berbend an Part of his Liturgyghe+ 
ef hall never have an 8 ;Of;hisReſlitution;] or: of his: 
<«< having;:his'Cituſe heard incanother:Synod.'; Allthat: 
dare communicate with ſuch: an rope, are; caſt: out lo 
< the Church, eſpecially if theythad theard of the Sen- 
tence paſt 3 * This Canan ſheweein plain 
1 Conduct; ſince : his 
Senten oe, igcthei laſt and higheſt Aggrivationot his-Ciime 3 
and wiiatthe es'hinaelfito-by tz as well/as:tlaſe.who! 
join him: And all this ds, confirmed by the immdiately 


ſucceeding Canon of the fame Council, uhich , fe If as 


ny Frieſt or Deacom, deſpiſing his 2 


an Altar, and. diſndey the: firſt and ſecond?V? 

< his Bifhop; let qhim be — 
. farthety Remiddyi, and not again admitted 4 his: Ho- 
<6 not; #7) bag NA amet ad yo F tht 
| Are 


8 
ures] an b ns for: 

printed in ug: and authorized b. e _ 
bar les I. a Copy of which ia — them, in the 


Article af Church Cenſures i wel hate: this for the ele. 


venth; Canon. “ If any Perſon. 
<« ſuſpended» or 88 — le 
« Ecclefiaftical netion, dotng ih Time of his 

5 penſion, or after he is let himibe excom- 
* municated, and delivered to the Lay-Power, as incop-- 
< rigible. And the fixth Canon of the fame Chapter 
is, ** If any Perſon be excommunicated (and by Parigy'of of 
« .Reaſon'laid under any other Cenſure) in one Dioceſe, 


e to exenciſe 


r Orders; lawfully: 


& he ſhall not be-abſolved in another, without lawſul 
2 — from the Biſhop who cauſed pronounce the 


s Sentence 
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ce Sentence. And ahed Oparerendr dl be fufpetided- 


ce ſtom his Function, and the Abſolution null untill be 


<.: whois excommunicated, have perſormed his Satisfacti- 


4 on, in the Place where he was ſentenced. Theſe are 


enough to ſhow what Mr. Hſe and they who. eſpouſe 
him, are like to gain by pleading our Eſtabliſhment, and 
throwing themſelves upon our Civil Conſtikution. 

*It:is thus plain from the Conſtitution and Laws of the 
Carhblicy and of our own: National Church, that the Ef- 
tect of ſuch. Sentences as Mr. Fife lies under; is, no les 
than that they. diveſt che Perſon who juſtly incurrs them 
of all Claim to the Character oſ a Chipyming and. — 
his Miniſtrations (if he pretend to any) null and void. 
The Sentence thus pronounced, was in exat' Conformity 

2 — Rules of. our Church,: upon full Evidence, by 
2 r Judge, the Biſhop-of the Place, in e 
W 3 has the further Conſirmatinn, as ot 
Vestel Authority in the Kingdom, b 4 
Subſcription: of the Majority ot the tor id cial: h 
who aſfiſted at the Trial: S0 that he (is ſtript of all der 
rical 4 tame Authority, and in a much 
more ſolemm er, than ever he inveſted: with it. 
And ſuch Sentences, the great Lord and Inftinator ot the 
Chriſtiam Church, the ſupreme Governor of Heaven and 
Earth, bath promiſedz when duly paſſed aby his Embaſſa- 
dots and Vicegerents here on Earth, to: ratiſy in Heaven. 

For that Promiſe which we have, that where two or three 

are gathered together in his Name, there s che in the 


midſt of them, St. Mutib. Aviti. a0. is to be underſtood. 


particulauy of the Exeteiſe of Diſcipline, as will be clear 
to any ane who conſiders the Context of the Place. 
Among the many Inſtances of the Depoſition: of irre- 


gular Clergymen we have in this Country upon Record, 


— 157 22 not one ſo unanimous atid. ſolemn. 

we then think of the proſtitute and abanda- 
ned Effomery. of the Author of the Pamphlet already re- 
ſuted, in treating this, and in it, all poſſible Eecleſiaſti- 
cal Cenſures — us, with fuck a ſhocking * 


3 Fx 


5 | EY 
= 58 
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all' the Pretences' and Excuſes that he now pleads for, 


E 


us he does ?. But it is to be hoped that all Men of Princi- 
ple, Seriouſneſs and Sobriety, will come 40 have à due 
| Regard to it, and be convinced, that one in Mr. Fife's 


Caſe does not adminiſter, but profune. the Ordinances of 


And as People commonly ſee their Neighbour's Con» 
duct with leſs diſtorted Eyes than their own, Mr, Fife 
- bath; declared in the ſtrongeſt Terms, what I now . inſiſt 


upon. For after he had intimated the Sentence __ 


Mr. Sempil at Perth, who was depoſed for a much leſs 
Aggravated Inſtance of Schiſm, than his; and which had 
[himfel{ 5 When he Was afked upon it. 


then retained to his: Congregation ;. If 


r. Sempil_ after 


. 


that had any Power to baptize or adminiſter the Sacra - 


ment; he honeſtly and readily anſwered, That he had na 
nor? Power than her Ladyſbips Shepherd had. And this 
home; tho' homely Judgment which he. paſſed upon his 
Neighbour, it is not doubted but every Body will ſee, he 
himſelf is now equally concluded under: As ſoon. as the 
-prelent Heat is abated, and Humour, ſubſided fo far as to 
admit of cool Reflexion; and Paſſion. and Prejudice can 

* conſiſtent Church Principles their full Seope in the 
Mind. 1a $39 4 pt $384 LS TY itt hah ia 4; * 
"There is ſtill another Pretence that remains yet to be 


 confidered, whereby ſome of thoſe who called M. Ble, it 


may be, impoſe upon themſelves, as it is certain they haue 
dy it impoſed upon ſeveral others, 11K. That all is Zeal 
for che Engii/h': Liturgy, and againſt Innovations, or At- 
terations in it, do countenance or introduce what they 
call the ages. ) nn nh 
But this is all Sham and Grimage in ſome, and Igno- 
rance in others. Thoſe they thus would aſperſe, think 
as honourably as they do of the Exgliſb Liturgy, and uſe 
it as cloſely and conſtantly in their daily Miniſtrationę, 
and more ſo in the Ogcaſional Officęs ot it. as. ſhall be 
ſhown afterwards. It is true indeed, that ſinge there is a 
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they are defied to condeſcend on any other Change in 


| -Joufies and Surmiſes, there is neither End nor Cure. 
1 T' dere is no thought of diſparaging or diſcarding the En- 
5 Lib Lituigy in any other Office. And had it not been 
1 "deprived of the Honour of it's firſt Rectitude, -by z0rong 


oreign Inſluente, it is owned, it would have been as un- 


1 | ex eptionable here; as in the other Parts of it. 
F While we prefer out awn, we are ſo far from condem- 


ning the Engliſh, that we congratulate a late learned Au- 
"thor on his ingenious Defence of theit Communion Of- 


| *fice, and wiſh Wwe could think his Arguments as ſolid as 
| they are ſublime ; and: that he had not inſiſted quite ſo 


much, to prove its Excellency ſrom its Conformity to the 


Church, and Excluſion ot her ancienten Offices, as he does 
from the eleventh to the fifteenth Page, We think it 
had done better too, not out of : Zeal ſor one Part, to 
give up another. For his reaſoning from Page 15,18. 
appears to bear hard on ſeveral Prayers in that excellent 
Book: And particularly, ſor Fear of Ariani/m and Socini- 
aniſm, to give up and condema the initiatory Petitions of 
the Litasy. 13 2 i Wo 1 


x 
8 926 „ 
* 


Fox 


This is all that is true, either in Fact or Deſęn ; and 


are. * See e Ke 


"Riman_ Miffal,”' in Diſparagement of the whole Ge ö 


1. 


. 2 RIS,” 


| ({ Og )) 
For the reſt, we are pleaſed to find him explain and 
vindicate (tho' in his own way) thoſe primitive Doctrines 
the Prayer of Invocation, Page 8,18. of the Oblati- 
on af the Elements to God, and their being a proper Sa- 
crifice, Page 18,29. and of Prayers for the Faithfal d - 
parted, Page 29----35, In all this we can think, that his 
Arguments, while they do Honour to the Eugliſb Office, 
reflect {till a greater upon our own-;. where theſe Do- 
ctrines, as he cannot himſelf deny, are more expreſly 
contained, and do not need all that Art and Labour, to 
_ fetch them out from that Implication, in which they ly 

—j -widgeply: intrenched-in;the other.. ite) 
7 the Orthodoxy and Comprehenſiveneſs of 
the. Matter; and the truly Seat Gravity of the Ex- 
preſſion in the Engli/b Prayer-Book,:. And upon theſe 
Accounts we revere the Memories of the ſeveral Compi- 
lers of it. And therefore we diſavow and ſcorn. ſuch. 
Spleen, and fly malicious Arts againſt the Englih Litur- 
BY. as have been uſed againſt our own ; eſpecially by the 

'riter' of the Preface - to the forementioned Pamphlet 
(printed at Edinburgh, this Year 1744.) Who by his Spi- 
rit and Stile diſcovers himſelf to be quite another Perſon 
than the Author of the Pamphlet itſelf ; and it is faid a 
Scotſman too, tho' he has apparently the Heart of a Fo- 
reigners = „F | 

He has miſemployed a good deal of Pains in collecting 
Scandal againſt his Country, and the Church that he be- 
longs to; and attacks very roughly our Biſhops, that 
were the Promoters and Compilers of our Liturgy, with 
the evident View of aiming his Blows. obliquely at our 
preſent ſpiritual Governours. 

Tis not ſo certain as this Writer would have it thought, 
that it was nothing elſe but Prudence and good Policy, 
that made the old Man, he tells us of, diſſuade the draw- 
ing up of a Liturgy. for Scotland then, or the eſtabliſning 
either it or the Engliſß, on the Reſtoration, which cer- 
tainly, for all he inſinuates, was the propereſt Period for 
having done it. Beſides a to be ſaid againſt this, we 


11 have 
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8 
to uſe either Scots or Engliſh Liturgy i in the Celebration 
of the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, they who 


© incline to prefer the Scots Office, think themſelves well 
' warratited to do ſo; both becauſe the Option is left them 


a public , Deed of the Church, that wants no Sanction 
Are y that can be ſaid 0 be neceſſary; And be- 


Cauſe it contains ſeveral Doctrines that all Antiquity be- 


lieded to be intrinfic to this Ordinance, more expreſſy, at 
Jeaſt, than 'the* Pnglifh does, where, if they are to be 
found at all, it requires Acuteneſs, and ſuch a Faculty 


"of drawing Inſctences,. as is not every Body J Talent d 


e diſcover them: 


This is all that is! true, either in Fact or Defight 4" and | 


"they. are defied to condeſcend on any other Change in 
the public Worſhip, that has been any where made, or, if 
they will believe it, intended. But for groundleſs Jea- 

Fix Os 'and Surmiſes, there is neither End nor Cure. 
There is no thought of diſparaging or diſcarding the En- 
"glifh Liturgy. in any other Office. And had it not been 

"deprived of the Honour of it's firſt Rectitude, by wrong 

489 9910 Influente, it is owned, it would have been an un- 

x-eptionable: here; as in the other Parts df it. 

7 While we prefer out awn, we are ſo far from ednideins- 
ning the Engli/h, that we congratulate a late learned Au- 
"thor on his ingenious Defence of theit Communion Of- 

fice, and wiſh we could think his Arguments as ſolid 2s 
they are ſublime ; and: that he had fiot inſiſted quite ſo 
much, to prove its Excelleney vom its Conformity: zo the 
"Rtman. Miſſal, in Diſparagement of the whole Gp 

Church, and Excluſion ot her-ancienter-Offices, as he does 


from the eleventh to the fifteenth Page, We think it 


had done better too, not out of Zeal ſor one Part, to 
give up another. For his reaſoning from Page 15,----18, 
appears to bear hard on ſeveral Prayers in that excellent 
Book: And particularly, for Fear 6 Arianiſm and Hocini- 
aniſm, to give up and nn the e S of 
ihe Hun. 0: 
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For the reſt, we are pleaſed to find him explain and 


vindicate (tho' in his own way) thoſe primitive Doctrines 


If the Prayer of Invocation, Page 8,18. of the Oblati- 


aithfal d- 


on of the Elements to God, and their being ob arg | 


crifice, Page 18,29. and of Prayers for the 


parted, Page 29----35, In all this we can think, that his 


Arguments, while they do Honour to the Eugliſb Office, 
reflect {till a greater upon our own-; where theſe Do- 
ctrines, as he cannot himſelf deny, are more expreſly 
contained, and do not need all that Art and Labour, to 
feſch them out from that Implication, in which they ly 
d deeply intrenched in the tber. 
. the amy; and Comprehenſiveneſs of 
the. Matter; and the truly Liturgic Gravity of the Ex- 
preſſion in the Ergli/b Prayer- Bock.: And upon theſe 
Accounts we revere the Memories of the ſeveral Compi - 
lers of it. And therefore we diſavow and ſcorn ſuch 
Spleen, and fly malicious Arts againſt the Engliſb Litur- 
BY. as have been uſed againſt our own; eſpecially by the 

'riter of the Preface to the forementioned Pamphlet 
(printed at Edinburgh, this Year 1744.) Who by his Spi- 
rit and Stile diſcovers himſelf to be quite another Perſon 
than the Author of the Pamphlet itſelf; and it is ſaid a 
Scot ſman too, tho' he has apparently the Heart of a Fo- 
reigner. = %%»; | 

He has miſemployed a good deal of Pains in collecting 
Scandal againſt. his Country, and the Church that he be- 
longs to; and attacks very roughly our Biſhops, that 
were the Promoters and Compilers of our Liturgy, with 

the evident View of aiming his Blows obliquely at our 
preſent ſpiritual Governoufrfs. 

Tis not fo certain as this Writer would have it thought, 
that it was nothing elſe but Prudence and good Policy, 
that made the old Man, he tells us of, diſſuade the draw- 
ing up of a Liturgy. for Scotland then, or the eſtabliſhing 
either it or the Englih, on the Reſtoration, which cer- 
tainly, for all he inſinuates, was the propereſt Period for 
having done it. Beſides all elſe to be ſaid againſt this, we 
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have one ſtrong Preſumption, that it might not have 
been fo with all the old Biſhops at that Time : Since we 
have ourſelves known ſeveral old — ks (otherwiſe 


very good People) who, from an early Advantage in their 
Education and Studies, or a long Cuſtom of extempory- 
and private conceived Prayers (together; perhaps, with a 
Conceit of their Gifts that way) had contracted a Sort of 
Averſion to Liturgie Worſhip altogether, and could not, 
without great Difficulty, be brought to the Uſe; even of 


the EA Service. '* i 


His hiſtorical Deduction to prove, that the Attempt f 
introducing the Scots Liturgy was the great Occaſion of the” 


Troubles in K. Charles the Firſt's Time, might ha; ſome 
more Feaſibility, at leaſt, if the Party themſelves had not 
defeated his Argument, and ſhown, with a Vengeance, 
that their Quarrel on that Score was againſt Liturgies at 
all; and that they were ſo impartial in it, that they 
ſhowed no greater Favour to the Engliſb, than to the 
$:ots. He muſt be a great Stranger to the Spirit, and to 


the Hiftory of thoſe Times, who can believe, that the 
Iſſue would have been any other, than the very tragical 


one it was, tho*' we never had had a Liturgy drawn up 
for curfelves, ' , en ne ETY 
It had been well indeed, at leaſt Matters gone much 
more Ggnoothly on, if the Liturgy of the Church-of En- 
gland had continued from the very firſt Dawn'of the Re- 
formation among us, (when it certainly obtained) to be 
the ſettled Worſhip of our Church, But its having 
been caſt out, was owing to the reſtleſs Clamours 
and Endeavours of thoſe, who could not bear there 
ſhould be any higher Station in the Church, than what 
themſelves were placed in ; and 'were, it is apprehended, 
todo much of the "Femper and Turn of this Writer, and 
continually inſtilling their Jealouſies flyly and privately, 
or bawling out loudly and openly againſt the Biſhops, be- 

caufe they were out of all hopes of being admitted into 

the Order, Re ISOs 
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* I: ſhould have been furpriſed at his bringing Evidence 
againſt our Liturgy, from Archbiſhop Laud and Biſhop? 
Collier, when they had repeated their Sentiments ſo often 
and fo peremptorily in Favours of it, and of the Doctrines 
it countenances. Biſhop Collier's Sentiments, and even 
his Zeal for theſe Doctrines tre well known; and as for 
his Hiſtory, I muſt beg Leave to ſay; he has taken our 
Scots Affairs upon leis exact Inquiry. than any beſides, 
Nay, it bath been obſerved by ſeverals who have read it 
with unprejudiced Eyes, and a Scots Heart, that a Pariiali- 


ty againſt our Country is the greateſt Slur upon that o- 
therwiſe truly valuable Work; for he makes our King- 


dom PFief of England, and our Crown a homageary one, 
in ſeveral Places of his firſt Volume; and generally throꝰ 
the ſeco..d, repreſents our Affairs Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, 
in the moſt diſadvantageous Light. © 2 
And as for Archbiſhop Lud, does he not declare in 
that very Book of his, which this Writer cites in his P. 
13. That if a Compariſon muſt be made between the 


“ Order of the Prayers in the Scottiſh and Engliſb Office, 
c he thought the Order of them, as they now itand in the 


& Scottiſh Liturgy, to be the better, and more agreeable to 
6 the Uſe in the Primitive Church, and he thought they 
« who were learned, would acknowledge it. Hf. of 
his Troubles and Trials, P. 115. . | 
But our Wonder at his abuſing theſe great Names may 
ceafe, when we find him giving the Lye to the Royal 
Martyr himſelf, whoſe Averſion, he ſays, to the Scots 
having a Liturgy of their own, was only conquered 
by the Forwardneſs and Importunity of -the - young 
Biſhops ; whereas he himſelf, in his Proclamation pre- 
fixed to the Scots Liturgy, aſſures us, That he had 
„ diverſe Times recommended to the Archbiſhops and 
„ Biſhops here, the publiſhing a public Form of Service 
© in the Worſhip of God, which he- would have uni- 
c formly abſerved, and that the ſame was now concluded 
upon. 


The 
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The Madneſs indeed of thoſe Times was great, and 
many Clamours and Calumnies were ſo ſpeciouſſy dreſt 
up, by the deſigning few, that they catched many of the 
unwary, and among them, many good well-meaning 
Men: Who, tho' they were far from going the utmoſt 
Lengths of the Faction; yet in ſeveral things they never 
got themſelves quite diſabuſed of the Miſtakes and Preju- 
dices they had imbibed, which, among others, ſeems to 


have been the Caſe of Biſhop Guthrie. But it is hard, if 


cooler Poſterity do not paſs a truer Judgment. And very 
unaccountable it is, why this Writer (eſpecially if a Cleg- .. 
gyman) lays himſelf ſo induſtriouſly out, to cook up a- 
new, and in his own Faſhion, the Objections of he. old. 
Covenanters, which when brought up again by him, 
roves as naſty. Vomit as any they ever threw againſt ths 
Seats Biſhops and Scots Liturgy. bn A 
+ But this Writer is far, I am afraid, from being ſingular 
in this; too many others have gone into the ſame Pra- 


_ Qtice, however ſtrange and unnatural it be. And fo 


keenly hath this Humour againſt the Scots Communion- 
Office prevailed with ſome, ſo artfully have they ingraf- 
ted upon it the Popular catching Clamours of Innovations, 
&c. that they have contributed in no ſmall: Degree to 
miſſead a Biſhop of our neighbouring Church (the ſuppo- 
ſed Author of the Pamphlet laſt taken Notice of even to 
the unaccountably odd Part, ſo inconſiſtent with his 
Character, of avowedly eſpouſing a Schiſm, commenced 
and carried on upon quite other Grounds. and Views than 
he has been made to believe. His interpoſing at all in our 
Affairs, he ſeems to acknowledge himſelf, cannot be plea- 
ded to be juſtifiable, any further than it is neceſſary: 
And that it is neither, appears very evident to almoſt all 
the Clergy in this Country ; and it is not doubted. but it 
will do ſo to himſelf, upon better Information, and coo- 
fer leſs prejudiced Thoughts. 7, 
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His great Reading cannot but have in- 
5 him, how jealous the Scots Maas Church of 
have always been of their Independency. Scotland in- 
How nice and apt to be alarmed at any At- n | 
tempts to incroach upon, or wreſt it from ä 
them. A. Bp. Spotſivood gives us, among ſeveral others; 
a remarkable Inſtance of this, as to'our Church, as late as 
the Union of the Kingdoms, under K. James VI. When, 
at his own Conſecration, and that of the Biſhops of Bre- 
chin and Galloway, in the Year 1610, they declined, and 
... proteſted againſt either of the Engliſo Primates afſiting 
at it: merely for Fear it might be miſtaken, by being in- 
terpr ed for an Acknowledgement or Homologation of 
the Claim their Predeceſſors had unjuſtly ſet up, ſor loo- 
king upon Scotland, as a Suff Province to either of 
their 8b. 

But our own Biſhops may juſtly think themſelves! very 
ill uſed by him, not only in the thing itſelf, but ſtill more 
in the aſſuming, unbrotherly Manner in which he does it. 
They are much diſappointed here, in the reaſonable Expe- 
Ctations they had of a more equal Return for the Part they 

acted, with Regard to this very Biſhop and his Collegues, 
when applied to by a Party among themſelves, who were 
for oppofing their Authority and dividing from their 
Communion: And when, if our Biſhops could have de- 
ſcended to the mean Employment of blowing the Bel- 
lows, the Flame would not have been ſo eaſily, if at all, 
maſtered, They muſt therefore be excuſed to think, 
that this, if there had been no other Conſideration in 
the Caſe, intitled them to fair Uſage, And that One 
who erected” himſelf into a Judge over them, would not 
openly have joined, without hearing them, in _ Op- 
poſition, and every Clamour againſt them. 

And yet ſuch is the Iſſue of haſty Procedure upon 
partial Information, or the unlucky Fate of foreign Ufur- 
pation, that ſomething very like this, in the Unreaſona- 
bleneſs and Hardſhip of it, is dane. All Handles of ex- 
poſing our Biſhops gtaſped at, their Conduct ſtudiouſly 
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_ repreſented ia the moſt hideous: Lebt, diſtant Jealcufies 


ad Um ſorry to ſay it) malicious Infinuations: indulged 
; 22 -utmaſt; to raiſe the greater Odium 


againſt chem, wt Im . 1 moſt — 
. —— b 1993 


1 ur civil Conflitation i is apply: inlited on, and much 
—— many tragical Strains uſed to prove, that it 
eãs quite. brokem through by wem. But no Notice is ta- 
Ken, of what is ſo apparent in fact, that God, in his wiſe, 
unſearchabie Providence; hath brought w into Cireun. - 


zſtamtes, that in many Caſes! make this Conſtitution 8 4 


| to ud, notwithſtanding: all tbe 3838 
3 toit, and ta it Head. With Res 

_ theſe Circumſtances, may it not be.aſkei at this firs 
__ iAdvocate. for Bi Forms, and local Cuſtoms, 
+: Tf he could himſel " have — advanced to the Epiſcopate, 


we i fur aig all choſe duft Sonttions, which 


in vs Cy are tab liſbad, as Fenges in the Way ta 
11 Aud riow'that he is advanced, in Terms ef what! Sta- 
99 9 of what Culom is it, that be exterids 

ver all — 2 For we preſume 
———— gmaticalneſs, that be is a Biſhop at large; 
— he 144 2 a proper peculiat Field of his own, he 
"would: not be ſo ready to thruſt his Sickle into that cf 
_ -ahother Man, Rut efpecially, in Virtue of what Conflitu- 


Ain, Ecdefiaftical ar Civil, is it, that be ſets up for an al- 


ters Orbis Papa, and pretendi o Lord it ver the 
. bole Mund? Beſore we ſubmit to hin as the. Guardian 
of cuir civil Conſtitution, Me dgire 20:be ſatisfied what 
«Commiſſion. be bat from 'the Souereign far | that Purpoſe. 
:And till chen, we cannot think of permitting him to re- 
la or ſtraiten. it upon us, merely at his o] n leaſure. 

Indeed, allow him once to pe the ſole and fovereign 

mpire (which he ſeems to © aim) ofiwhar Pprix t the the 
_ -civil Conftitution ate neceſſary to be obſerved, and what 
may de omitted ot diſpenſed with, and he may gain his 
Font. But this ve cannot «any him, for ĩt ſełms to us to 
| * a great deal tao much.; ſincę it would N 
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all Evil Power, and make its Sanctions obligatory only is 
what Inſtances he gave his fovereigh Touch 
We are far from eſther diſcrediting or diſclaiming our 
Civil Conſtitution, and do not pretend to recede from it 
_ farther than our Cireumſtances neceſſitate us, nor to re- 
ctify or ſupply what EE it may have had, but where 
We are warranted by a competent Authority.” Onl 
hat this Neceſſity or Authority is, we (plead to be al. 
lowed to judge for ourſelves, and not to be dictated to on 
e s a Stranger, who has no Juriſdiction over 
. who, however abſurd it may look, tho' a 
Ry ch and even a Governour of a Church in à ſuffe- 


7 


N Bs has never been told, that above two thirds of 
le 


pert 


by far the greateſt Part of thoſe, who de not take them- 
_ felves to it ſolely, yet have been in uſe of ronſecrating, 
and generally diſtributing too by it. So that the Practiee, 


1 for near three-fourths of the 8 of Preicription with us, 


ergy have always adminiſtred the bleſſed Sacrament 


| / 


a) 


has notoi iouſly been in Favours of our own Communien- 


Office. And its being Scots, whatever Recommendation 
at may be o Mr. 8 will never make any Patriot- 


Gergy man drop it; eſpecially, ſince it appears to be in- 


. txiphieally of better Quality than any foreign one we 
ae. oh nt hon ny 
-/, Tis true, the North- Country. Clergy 

Impreſſion of it by Authority of their Biſhops, and unani- 
mous Conſent among themſelves ; wherein the. Method 

is a little altered. and brought nearer the Model of all the 


aneient Euchariſtical Offices. But it is to be hoped, that +... 


Mr. S. —- will be ſo good as not (by his ſuperemnent Au- 
thority) to ſtrip it of the Royal Sanction upon tha Ac- 
count; or ſor a few ſmall and well founded Variations, 
to pronounce it a new Office, and not under the Prote- 

tion of the Martyr's Wings. We flatter ourſelves, that 
the Aſſurance that nothing farther is intended, will gain 
bim to grant us this Indulgence, And this we the ra- 
ther hope, that it appears ſo plain and clear to us, that 

What is done this way, every ancient Father and Council 
would have allowed and ratified, u. 
T beſe are all the Inſtances wherein any Deviation has 


have made an 


been made from the Engl/h Liturgy. Nor can it with 


Truth be ſaid, that any other Alteration, hath been made, 
or with Juſtice, that it hath been defigned in the public 
Worſhip, whatever the private Sentiments of the Clergy 

re may be, with regard to thoſe, primitive Docttines 
and Practices called the Uſages. RT SPEED 


The laying a Reſtraint upon proper Enquiries into theſe, 


and paſſing Judgment accordingly about them, is not ta- 
ken to be what Mr. S- --- drives at: Becauſe if he be 


not much miſtaken in this Country, (and if he be, he 


has led us into the Miſtake himſelf) he is in his true in- 
moſt Thoughts, no Enemy to theſe things. Only he in- 
ſiſts, that what of them relate to the Euchariſtic Service 
are virtually contained in the Englih Office; which 
therefore there is no Reaſon for changing, where it is e- 
ſtabliſhed by an Act of Uniſormity. And if he will con- 
294 TFT.... 


(E985 )- | 
fine their Engl Statutes about Chureh- Affairs, as they 
do themſelves, to Berwick upon Tweed, without preten- 
ding, by his own Authority, to extend them to the Or- 
_- neys,, we ſhall have no Controverſy with him upon that 

Head. And we Hope, that he will not take it unkindly 
to be told, that we think we do him only Juſtice in ſap- 

poſing, that he has no Thoughts or Intention of checking 
the Clergy in this Country, from ufing the Opportuni- 

ties they have (which are but ſmall of themſelves) of con- 
ſalting and reading the Writers and Records of the pri- 
1 N Church, or ot fettering their Judgments when 
-- * They do ſo. For this, when there is no Breach made of 
Peas and Order, were very unreaſonable and abſurd, an! 
really, a tying them up from what, next to the holy 
Scriptures, is the propereſt and moſt ufeful Study of their 
Proteſſion : And if there be any Breach made of Peace 
and Order, *tis no way owing to thoſe who apply them- 
ſelves this way; but to. the Hamours and Conduct of 
thoſe, who, very inconſiſtently with Epiſcopal Principles, 
poſe them, and would decry this Study. 

There is ſtill another Ground of Complaint, which our 
ſpiritual Governours juſtly think they have, and in it 
an Evidence of the unfair Manner and unfriendly Views, 

with which this Stranger interferes in their Affairs; 
when they find him, making the moſt lamentable Out 


— 
» 
- 


— 


eries, and founding the ſtrangeſt Innuendos, about the 
intended Publication of St. James's Liturgy. To obvi- * 


viate theſe, it hath been thought expedient to haſten the 
Impreſſion, that it may appear the ſooner and more fully, 
8 will even Ex facie) that it is a Work never deſigned 
for public Uſe in Congregations, but a Proſecution of the 
Plan of his Frind Dr. Brett. on the ancient Liturgres. 
And 'tis not doubted, from the profound Infight of the 
pious and truly learned Author into Antiquity; the full 
and fair Views he gives of the primitive Euchariſtic Offi- 
ces, and his ſolid Criticiſms and Obſervations upon them, 


that it will give greater Satisfaction, and a more thorough \ 
M 2 | Knowledge | 
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Knowledge. of that important Subject, than anz Hog" 
1 hitherto been printed upon it. 


imagine they have ſtill a farther Proof of this 1 


gainſt Mr. 5. „ in his drawing ſuch harſh Conſequen- 


ces ſrom an Allegation of his own, thatghey had annulled; 


the Concordate made in 17 31, and with. the ſame Breath 


pleading chat it was a Deed that never had any Force or 


Authority at all 3 Which, it it be really. his Opinion, 


ſure, he ſhould have been the laſt Man of any, to cla- 
„ mMour about it's be: ng vacated. That it is ſo in his Senſe, 
is all Miſtake, and a Suppoſition of his own, If Fact 


will convince, their Conduct has been the ſame with Re 
gard to all the Articles of it, ſince the Time they arg al- 


ſeged to have annulleg it, that it was beſore: Af it, 
their Expreſſions have been miſtaken, it ĩs to be hoped, they 
have explained themſelves to Satisfaction. 

But it muſt be owned, Mr. S- acts at leaſt conſi- 
flently with himſelt, in reaſoning againſt the W of 

1 the Concordate. 

For he will allow this national Church to have no ſy- 

ncdical Authority, nor any Poſſibility of an Nac 


cal Sanction in its preſent, Circumſtances. We have a 


ſtanding Leſlon, 80g it is apprehended, from that a good. 


3 in the Hiſtory of che earlieſt Times of the 
Church, That the wk. of the Vigour of Diſci- 
pline is ſo much the more neceſſary, that we want all, 
ſecular Support, and the Reſtraint it lays upon diſorder- 
ly, reſractory, or immoral Members. But how can this 
be done upon his Scheme of Principles? For they conclude 
equally againſt. Provincial and Dioceſan Sy nods, the on- 
ly Meetings in which. Diſcipline can be regularly exer- 
ted. So that we muſt e run into Conſuſion, 
and no Sock to Vice or Irregularity be left among us, 

teligious Society, ſince we are, by bad Neighbours, de- 

ed at once of all civil Penalties againſt them, and 0; 
15 more effectual Curb that was once, and might fill be 
Bad, tron: Ne e and Practice of the firſt Ages — 
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Mr. Smith ſeems to haue peruſed-the few Acts 
lament we have. about the Conſtitution. of a. 


e 


That almoſt all the Bodies to bs repreſented in them, 


have for ſome, time ceafed.to be among us. Deans, as re- 


Nn their feyeral Chapters, and Arch Deacons the 


ural Clergy, are not now in this Country to be found. 


As neither are Meetings for Exerciſe (the Deſignation in 
the Act for Preſbyteries) who dale Place by their. Mode- 
tor, and one Member for each: And as theſe have no 

Exiſtenge, the Univerſities, which were likewiſe allowed 
a Vote dy. their, Proxies, are no longer:of our Communi- 
on. Nor can we have any e And 
Matters being {o with us, it is undeniable, we can have 
no Synod at all in the Terms of the Act; becauſe if alls 
or any one of the conſtituent Members be wanting. 


they cannot be ſupplied by any one's unauthorized: Fan- 


cy 3 nor could any Invention (tho! as good as Mr. $:-r%s) 
deviſe any Aſſembly of our Clergy, that would make up 


a Legal Synod, and not be liable to as 3 | 5 has 


PO eee S100) a menen DUR Bas 
we may agree in theſe Obſexvations, we 


ſtrong Exceptions on that Head, as the laſt 
been. 2 e 10 1 a 

But however 

may probably differ in the Iuſerenee to be drawn from 
all this: For that, if we might be allowed to draw it, 
ought to be, not that we can have no Synod at all, but that 

we can have no legal one; that is, that the Deeds of t ca 


have no Pretence to Civil Authority, or the being enfant 
ced by any temporal Sanctions. For it ſeems very un- 
catholic to aſſert, that the Deeds of our Synods hould 


not be allowed to ſtand upon a Bottom purety-Eccleſwaſti- 
cal; or that our Sy nods themſelves, being conſtitute as 
thoſe prior to the Council of Nic were, they ſhould not he 
allowed to be of the ſame Authority ſor regulating Matters 
of common Concern to the Church, and bbligatoryz 
on the ſame Footing, on all its Members. The denying 
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Synad: And; we may, perhaps, pretty well agree with 
him in theſe few obvious Remarks, to be. made on che 
moſt expreſs of them, Ae Cb. II. P. . S. 3 6 5 
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But we mall leave this P 
way the preſent Buſineſs or Deſign, to plead for the ordi- 


(94) 
us this, till it ſhall pleaſe God that we ean enjoy our full. 
Conſtitution, appears to be the harder; ſince upon the 
Suppoſitiop, that any of our Clergy, eſpecially of our Bi- 
ſhops;-ſhould déviate never ſo groſſy in their Practice, or 
even make a Deſection from the common Faith, we 


would then have no Remedy againſt them. And as this, 
is not altogether impoſſſible, there have other Caſes alrea- 


dy occurred, out of which there would have been no re- 


wriving ourſelves, or recovering of Order and Unity a- 


mong us, but by this Recourſe, as particularly in the: 
Year 1731, and ſuch may Falle occur gin. 


naty Neceſſity of Synods, or to vindicate the Proceedings, 
Minutes or Canons of the laſt. I ſhall therefore only add: 
farther on this Head, that if Mr $---- could be ſuppoſed 
to have any Deſign of taking a Handle from theſe; to 
raiſe or ſoment Diviſions among us, he would in all Pro- 
bability find himſelf miſtaken, For not to make any 
Doubt of his having too much Conſcience ſor this, his 
Prudence behoved to ſoreſee the Event. That a Stran- 
ger's interpoſing in ſuch a magiſterial Manner, as he has 
done, would bring us over any little Quarrels or Jealou- 


Hes, and unite us in the cloſeſt Manner among ourſelves; 

_ Whilſt every one who had the Soul and Diſpoſition of a 
Chriſtian, or the Heart and Spirit of a Scotsman within 

Him, would vie with another, who ſhould lay down the 


firſt and the beſt Schemes, whereby the Rights of every 
Perſon and every Place might be ſecured ; the Epiſeo- 
pal Authority fenced from being inſulted for the preſent, 
or ſunk for the future; and the Privileges of the inferior 


Clergy, neither violently reſtrained nor artfully eluded. 
And he would incur the general Deteſtation he deſerved, 


who would let any perfonal Views, or perſonal Grudge 
obſtruct or retard the deſirable Event. 


© There is yet one otber juſt and general Quarrel, we 
think we have with Mr. S----, That in all his Eetters 


he nauſcouſly repeats the Charge of our -Clergy*s almoſt 


t of the Subject, it being 1&® 
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_ Juſtice ; which I can aſlure him is in this Country (tho? 


29d. rigidly to our own throughout, as the only Liturgic 
Vorſhip that has any thing of a legal Eſtabliſhment in 
But this, which ſeems to us a very groſs Abſurdity in 
Argument, will, it is like, be very eably got over by him. 
And really, . after his long Letter. of the abth of June, 
we may well deſpair of ever catching him in a Contradi- 


Ction, or fixing an Inconſiſtency upon him. We will 


not compete with him the Fruitfulneſs of Invention, or 


the Fluency of Expreſſion; but cannot altogether give 


up to him the Faculty of diſtinguiſhing between plain 
— Senſe, and mere Quible and Chicane, between ſolid 
concluſive Arguments, and arrant Sophiſtry and Evaſion.; I 


- own I had a Suſpicion that the ſpreading of his Letters 


was no friendly Behaviour to him, till L found him in his 
of the 16th of September, inſiſting, upon it as. a Piece of 


upon 
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' Uh thar it 
ad more eonſiſtently wi with Principle and himſelf, his 
Neu would hüte been much Heats 74 
de might dae gen bi Cauſe, much more effectual. R. 


deren * ener can poſſiby accrue to Re 


We come: 


now to have repeated 3 
to the Excuſe new; To doubt: not it will be ſuſtained, as 


(3). 
A Toki Hd different Views) abtindaifly done Him, 
40 A0 A i as to us, the Neceffity of executing nis 


—— of 150 e them, Which yet if he do, we 


the Correſpondence intire. I am 
deed;/T ſhould now differ 46 much, and in 1o 


oe e = Man 1 onee-thought-To well of: 


Bat 2 5 ny e he miſtakes his Meaſures ſtrangely 
8 ad intermedled, wrote and 0 


r.. "and the Seryice 


fore he —＋ — let me aſk it of him, — o 
gion, d 

purſui is in? Nay what Honour it 41 

even Ky ke ſelf ? If in the Revifal of this long 


" Letter he wilt tty the Experiments if he can fall | upon a- 
ny Expfeffions, Which if he had uſed ſome Years ago, he 
Would Allow to haye been flatly condeninatory of his pre- 


ſent Conduct, and: which will not admit of the ſame, or 

alike'Apology (or Evaſion rather) that he hath uſed for 
thoſe, with wich his Memory has been refreſhed, he 
«to entertain the ſame Notion of 
indication. (as he calls ie)” that others 


hr en ne f Weight (I had almoſt Rid of Senſe) 


that he 211 is, 1 8 in his firſt Sentiments and Decla- 


rations- he had proceeded upon partial Information, and 
N full Inquiry: Which altho' it be an Error, 

(could not juſtliy plead then, and however) ought not 
yet as he has a much Letter Title 


oon as he decames ſenfible of his Miſtake, and profeſs. 


| beo e much. 


E he will needs, however, £0 on AY this, ad pike any 
new Artacks & or Eneroachme nts vpon us, and adduce 
any new Citations in his Suppoft, let us obtain it 


ek bim; to deal by u, and by his Authors more faitly 


thin) be es done by the piogs and peaceable Mr. OMe. 
. „We 


. 
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Eg. th. and more pe rtinently than by the wor- 
. 7 Hic Fe In the th, or £3 ard Me alkneg in 
ha oth E Paragraph of His tedious Letter in . J A. 
Bo are vet) well eontent o fand by Mr. Kertlewell's 
a 4% 0 'of Communion, and wil Mr. S. . would do fo 
15. The intire Para: rizraph Cited b him from Pal, UCP, 
5 3057 15 «Tt is tigt r. Ground to break off from them 
90 "{6ther Churches) if Tha: make uritigtiteons Uſurpati. 
on and Enctoachrnerits the Terms of "their Commu« 
„nion, both Biſh5ps" and Chürches may turn tyrannical 
. and arrogant Ude upon their Brethren's Liberties z | 
 _ eee admitting their own Members to their COommutii-⸗ 
4 on without acknowledging and ſubraitring to theirun- 
« juſtly ind illegally #fftmed Power: Nor. other Church 
| bY #5, rxcept they «bill give up "their own "Rights and Fre- 
e dent, Ind become their Subject. And When they will 
xe allow Coenen to none, unleſs they are content to 
c purchaſe it ar fuch Rates, good Chriſtians may pats 
— . them by, and unite themſelves to other Churches, 
de where they will de more juſtly and fairly dealt with. 
0 The Communion of Chriſtians is a Commu jon; of 
. Brethren, upon brotherly Terms; not of Cap- 
ec tives, who muſt ſubmit to 3 19 TG or bear Phat 
0. * Hardſhips and Encroachmen put upon them b 
way eir Conqueror. They are not bound. to purcha 
nity by enſlaving of themſelves, or any ” Brethren” s 
ce Communion A receivin 7 their Voke, and giving up 
| Fri <p own” Rights and Liberties, as the Church of 
ome demand, all other Churches, bath of the Eaſt and 
. Weſt ould do to purchaſe hers. © And this St. Paul de- 
e clares be told not give up their Liberties, when falſe 
% Brethren turned Invaders thereof, via, The Judaizers 
in their Hal ng - the Circumciſion of Titus, to 'whom 
de he gabe Place by Subjefion, no, not for an Hoar, when 
4 they ſought to bring them into Bondage, Gal, il. 45. 5 
lere from the Whole Strain of Reaſoning. it is cl cars 
Ur this is to be underſtood of one national Church, 
"wh regard to the Werde of ol another, and not (ex 
5 e 
WH 3 
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cept in hat in 90 Reality or Semblance of Truth can 
8 ded to be our Caſe) of the inferior Clergy of the 
fame National Church, with regard to their proper, ſpi- 
Titual Superiors. Nor could Mr. 25 wreſt it to look 
15 ml or not in the moſt glaring Terms to condemn 
without curtailing and 7 | it, As he 


at. - x, 


by. pocketting what is in tale; and in the 
lh miſſion. continuing the b without the 


leaſt Intimatign CB h having left out wy, * 1. 100 
>'s Conſtit ti⸗ ; 


15 the Faflage he refers to from Dr. 
bn. of the Catholic Church, that ſtaunch Author is 


ning ſtrongly aga inſt Mr. 1 8 Neighbours of e e g 


Hi ment, but bo how any Part of his Argument comes to 
apply to our Biſhops, I cannot ſee: Tho” I think I do ſee 
that 5 concludes in teen expreſs Terms againſt them, who 
oppoſe or encroach upon Biſhops canonically-promoted, 
and declares, them to be no better than Raptors, Invaders 
ang. Intruders,. P. 200,03. 

Mr. Faltner-s Authority, from. P. 51. of his 450 
*Feele aftica is zadduced, if polhble, more improperly and 

ide from the Purpoſe for which it is brought: but as it 
38 in a private, Concern of others, I ſhall leave it to thoſe 
1 know the en, better, and are more nearly intere- 


3 


We owe (and we acknowledge it with all due Grati- 
gude and Regard to his Memory) no inconſiderable Part 
$8 Knowledge we have of the Conſtitution of the Ca- 
Joo and of our own National Church, to that very 
k of the worthy Mr. Sage, cited 'Parag. 6th of, the 


ng Letter, and are not ſenſible of our hay ing tranſgreſ- 


be in any one Inſtance unneceſſarily, the Rules laid 


down or the Principles eſtabliſhed by him. And as we 
are intimately conſcious, and ready to give any reaſo- 


able Affurance that can be defired, that we have no 
15 nterition of innbvating . our declared preſent Pra- 

ice, till it can be eſtabliſhed by an une eptionable Au- 
thority: Watever Influence this our V; 


have with Mr. $----, we flatter ourſelves it will unde 
| ceive 


N e c 2 2 1 


indica tion may 


"I Tranſpoſition, 
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ceive his Collegues, who, appear, even, in the Letters we 
have ſeen of theirs, to be Men of Candour and/M>derati- 
on, and miſled entirely by him, as he is by others; and 
that they will ſee, the whole of our Conduc 1 
Mr, Fije's Affair, fully cleared up from his Miſtakes an 
Mi eee, D190 a4 0 
\ Before I conclude, I muſt beg leave to ſay, That if Mr. 
Ss interpoſing was thus injurious to our Church and 
to © Kay Biſhops, and Clergy of it in general; it was ſa 
in a very particular Manner to Mr. Fie's proper Otdina- 
xyz who, after what has happened, may very reaſonably 
indulged to enter a ſhort ſeparate Complaint of the 
:Treqment he has met with, . Since by the Laws of the 
Golpel, St. Matth. xvini, 15. the known Rules of Ca- 
tholie Communion, and the Relation of being Colleagues 
in the ſame Character, and Confeſfors in the fanie Cauſe 
he might well have thought (tho? unacquainted otherwiſe 
he had a good Title to have been. better uſed. And that 
if Mr. $---- had received any Impreſſions or Informations 
to his Prejudice, he would fairly and frankly have com- 
municated them firſt to himſelf; or if he really thought 
he had been guilty of any Stretch or wrong Exereiſe of 
Diſcipline, that he would, at leaſt, have reterved' one 
Ear for him, and not given both to his Accuſers. 2 
He muſt be excuſed to ſay, that he could not have loo- 
ked upon it, but as very wrong and irregular, for any 
Scots Biſhop (not to ſay Engliſh) to have intermeddled 
without: his Conſent, in the Affairs of his Diſtrict, and 
quite monſtrous, to have acted the Part that has been 
done in it: And for which, the only Pretence he can 
ſee, is one, than which there can be nothing more falſe 
and groundleſs, viz. That he himſelf entertains unfavou- 
Table Sentiments and Intentions towards the Engliſh Li- 
turgy ; and that the People who adhere to Mr. He, had 
been uſed to it, even in the Celebration of the holy Sa- 


crament of the Lord's Supper, without any Addition or 


© > 4 


+» # 


— 


”? 


x lan) edt not rey Ayonen © ai. norte 1 
For himK&lf he declares, that he values and efteems the 
Engliſh Litre 


urgy very highly; and that taken altogether, 
he l the fulleſt and beſt Forms of * 
Worſhip that any Church has been blefſed with. And 
tho he indeed prefers the Scots, he never has, nor will 
impoſe it. And for an Evidence of this, he avers that 
there are more in his Diſtrict who adminiſter by the En- 


_ eli Office ſingly, or recede from it in fewer things than 
in any other beyond the Forth, Nay, which is more, 


he avers, that it is uſed more ſtrictly and rigidly in his 


Diſtrict, and even by his very neareſt Neighbour in the. 


Country, and not the ſeaſt 9 ever found with *T 
than ever it had been by Mr. Fife 

ſerves had ever been accuſtomed to. 
For as for them, Ihat Mr. Fife himſelf had always 
been in Uſe of adding the Invocation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and of uniting the two Parts of, in his Eſteem, the dis- 
jointed. Prayer of Conſecration; ind that the People who 
called him, had never heard leſs Variation made by their 


former Paſtors, are Facts, which its preſamed, even they 


themſelves will not deny. And it being ſo, it is ſubmit- 
ted to Mr. S himſelf, if ſuch ſupplying of the Defects of 


the Eng liſb Office, and ſuch choping and clampering of it 


in the moſt effential Parte, does not imply as great, or 
a greater Reflexion upon it, than the exchanging it for 
the Scots. And indeed, Mr. Smith has already in Effect 
given this in our Favours, in the 5th 6th and 7th Pages 
of his Defence of the. Communion-Office of the Churth of 
England, printed at Edinburgh this Year. FELT: 

There is another, and a greater, becauſe a ſingular Evi- 
dence, what a flender Eſteem” theſe People really have of 


the Engliſb Liturgy, That in many things they prefer pri- 
vate Conceptions before it. And not only Marriage, but 


even Baptiſm has been, and ſtill is more commonly per- 
formed among them without it, than in any other Epi- 
ſcopal Congregation in the Country. They obferve here 
their ordinary Obſtinacy, in preferring the Modes of Gene- 


va, even in the Adminiſtration of a Sacrament, to the 


truly 


hittſelf, or thoſe hgſhow | 


* 


* 


A — „ „„ „ Kn 


MI . 


: r 
truly excellent Form of the Church of England; What 
Right then can they have to make ſuch a Noiſe and Cla. 
mour about the Value they have for the Engliſb Liturgy, 
and their adhering cloſly and literally to it? And has 
not he, who appears to have eſpouſed them, merely upon 
that . State of the Caſe, been notoriouſly impoſed 

upon Fo"; zes his £2 eee e 
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We ſhall loſe no Conjectures, by whom he has been ſo, 

but it may not be amiſs to tell him, That when his firſt 

Letter came into their Hands, they were ſo fond of an 
x of his Character, ever tho“ d foreign one, that they 

cid ſearcely believe their own Eyes, that any Chriſtian 
Biſhe had eſpouſed their Cauſe ſo far, till the Original 
was produced for their Satisfaction, to one who had a 
Commiſſion from them for that Purpoſe. _ (+ 
But Mr. He's Ordinary thinks he has a new, and ſtil 
greater ground of Complaint againſt Mr. S, from his 
Letter of 13th September laſt, directed to that degraded 
Clergyman himſelt; wherein, after repeating all the Cla- 
mours, and aggravating all the Calumnies againſt our Bi- 
ſhops, he fairly puts himſelf at the Head of the Schiſm, 
and promiſes all Aſſiſtance and Encouragement to thoſe 
that join in it. And not to baulk him in his Defire that 
his Letters ſhould be publickly known and taken Notice 
of, 1 ſhall here inſert it verbatim, e 


* I 3 
9 n 


8 to F.. -. | A 10 
nr: a rt fil 
1 When the Meſſenger came, which you and the al 


« worthy Gentlemen of your Congregation ſent to my 
“ Houſe, I was juſt taking Horſe for Nætocaſile, which 
«© occaſioned my writing ſo ſhort a Letter. I had not 
then, Time, ſo much as to read your Letters, ſo I hope 
you will pardon the haſty Scribble I returned Fou, and 
believe that I was very much concerned I ſhould ſeem 
* fo unmannerly, where I caanot but acknowledge I 
\ £6: we ſo much Neip ect.. 21 
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SY It muſt make every good Man's Heart bleed, to ſee 


» Diſturbances raiſed, by the Indiſeretion of thoſe. whoſe 60 
. chief Bufineſs it ſhould be to compoſe them. But ſo 60 
| it happens, that your Biſhops have gone. into Meaſures 170 


„ which both neceſſarily occaſion. Diviſion in your ! 
„ Church, and have a natural Tendency, at leaſt, to diſ- 

& ſolve the Union between that and ours. They have 

made Candns contrary to your \Ecclefiaſtical lawſul 
* Conftitution. They have vacated the Concordate, by 
4: which alone they have a Right to be acknowledged laws 

de ful Biſhops, They have ſhown their Inclination t 

| «© Novelties, by declaring they deſign to compoſe A x. 

«+ Ordinal, and make . Additions to the Catechiſp and 

< they have manifeſted their Spleen againſt our Commſu- 

| * nion-Office, by anulling that upon Which its Eſtabliſn- 

| | „ ment is founded. What farther Lengths they may 


go, themſelves beſt know ; but there is no Reaſon to. * 
<« rely much upon their Promiſes and Declarations, ſince = 
< { ſoon: as they thought they had it in their Power, 1 
< they broke through thoſe Engagements, which them- * 
<« ſelves had folemnly agreed and ſubſcribed tod. « 


Upon the Peruſal of your Papers, I think it plainly 
„ appears, that you had a very regular Call to officiate 4 
« where you do; and that the Biſhop therefore ought 


to have admitted you, unleſs: he would have ſhown 5 

s ſome juſt Cauſe to the contrary. I have very good ry 

© Reaſon to believe he could not; becauſe Mr. Keith J 

% himſelf owned to me in Converſation at Edinburgh, as 

vou were unexceptionable in your Life and Converſa- 5 

<« tion; and it appears from Mr. Raitt's Letter, which F be 

“ ſaw, that all that can be pretended againſt you, is that + 

you came in againſt his Will; Who, to exclude the Ke 

| „ the Uſe of our Liturgy, had projected an Union be- = 
F d tween the two Congregations at Dundee, which it is. _ 
95 «< ſaid, the Heads of your Congregation at firſt conſented * 
| <6-t0;; but chen they found out the Driſt of that Project, rd 
dec Mom after ſet themſelves againſt, , And for my Part, * 

if that were the Caſe, I cannot but commend thew, 12 

33 4 ' Cs | 32 


+ 1 


or not ſuffering themſelves to be impoſed ußdn by 
tt A Piece of Chicane contrived to ſet aſide that excels 
«lent Form of Worſhip, in the Uſe of which wy! had 
4 ſo long received ſo much ſpiritual Benefit. 

4. Bur it ſeems the other Office was to be recommens 
ec: 6d! in the ſtrongeſt Manger, and thezefore it was fit 
ce that the moſt violent Methods ſhould be. employed to- 
«eſtabliſh it. Your Caſe appeared: ſo hard, even to 


& Mr, Keith himfelf. that he declared to me, | be commi— 
« erated it, and ſaid, the People could not now, in Ho- 


our, deſert you; and moreover, if he had been at 
46" dee with his Colleagues, he would have been a- 
„ gaitfit the EF altho L find ſince, that he had 
. 1 in the Deeree at the Synod ; u Matter which 
< he was wiſe enough- to conceal from me. But now, 
il even he was fo. compaſſionate, mueh more may we, 
& ſince you are 'a Sufferer for our Litur urgy's and there- 
* fore e have all the Reaſon in the rld to receive 
you and yours under our Protection; ; and you mæy 
40 depend upon all the Aſſiſtance and Encouragement L 
ee am capable of wing vou. 1 
ee Thad ſeen Mr. Dundas's Plege, | before, which ſhows 


ce him to be a Perſon. of good Senſe and rue and 


« Courage too, ſo Fallantly to bear up againſt the Wrath 
ce of his Oppreſſord. I am very much d his Opinion a- 
bout — for the Dead, as you will find by a Piece 
< lately publiſhed at Edinburgh: As to the Mixture, I 
<< think the Proof brought from Mr, Collier's Dictionary 
6 that it was not practi ed in the Apoſtles Time, is very 


OR Z weak, it being taken from-the Liber Pontiſcalis written 
therefote of no Authority. 


ts the fixth tary, Ar 
<< T' humbly conceive, that Jain Martyr's informing 
4 the Roman Emperor, that the Mixture was then uni- 
< yerfally uſed by the - Chriſtians, (for he makes no Ex- 


40 4 , is a very probable Argument fer the Apoſtoli- 


Practice. But then every Apoſtolical Practice is 
dc not neceſſary, unleſs it be delivered in Scripture, which 
355i the only * to acquaint us, what i is eſſential either 

oy in 
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(04) 
in Doctrine or Practice. It is probable alſo, our Savie 


GE Wine was mixt, becauſe ſuch Sort of Wine Was 
tc frequently uſed in thoſe warm Countries, and at the 


cc Paſchal Supper. But the Fruit, of the Vine only is 


e mentioned, and therefore that alone is the l 
80 Matter of the 3 and there is a great. Diſtance be · 
ne, 2 thb -indi lieren, whethe r-the Cup have pure 
4b er a Wine in it ; and if People chooſe the one 
Sort of Wine | rather than the other, 1. ſhould think 
A thete need be Ino great Diſpute. about it. As. 0% 
< other Points, you will ſee my Senſe of then e 12 
$<:/Piece above: mentioned. 55 
With my moſt earneſt N to G04 *. you: all, 
<:both:' 'Paſtors and People, that God would defend you 
'<;from all Violence and Oppreſſion, and keep you. under 
<6 the Shadow of his Wings, until this, Tyranny be over 


er paſt, and that you may with Courage and Conſtaney 
Ire re (as you do) in the Orthodox Communion of - 


1G r own National Church, as it is by. Law. eſtabli- 
40 ſhes: the faithfu Members of, whi alone, are in 

8 With ho Church of 1 of on, 
: Aa 5 "To very werfen, . 3 
Sau. a. Nen 226 an Servant. "YL 
G. Smith, 


Th 


of Mr. S. -s Reafoning,. 
ſuch an Authority, as he 
- fince he will allow of 


nog 


Man in his Circumſtances comes within the Deſcrip- 
tion of no: Act ot Parliament that I know of. So that 
bis o,wn Argument cuts bim out of all Juriſdiction, 
not only in this, but in his own Country, till he can 


Rn: en 13 80 one Civil Lay, Wout * 
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* lev they judicious . may 7 one endl 

+ Fallicy and wich 8 which runs thro- 25 hole 
hat he builds. altogether upon 

baye no "Chim to-bimſels ; 
but, what is legal; and a 
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cal Affairs, that either in the Letter or Intention of i it 


extends to one in his Situation. 


Almoſt all the Particulars of this 1 upon us, have. | 
been, conſidered and replied to already, 80 that for all its 
Singularity, there it little pew in it. As for the Diſtur - 5 
bances among us, he begins his Qutcry about, they ars rai- 


ſed and fomented altagether-by bimfelf and his Gorreſpondquts. 


It would be worth the while, to know his Notions of the; 
Nature and Heinouſneſs of Schiſm-z. but that they appear 
tg be intirely peculiar to himſelf, and the groſſeſt and 
dat groundleſs Violation and Contempt of the Epiſco- 


paF2atbority to be no Part of the Guilt ; Beſides that, 
we hav ſeen good Vouchers of his varying them every 
Year ; for that no longer than the gth of October betore, 
he had given under his Hand, That Mr. Fife's Intru- 
&« ſion againſt. the Authority of his Biſhop, was an Ad 
< highly provoking and ſchiſmatical, and deſerving the ſe- 
« wvereſt Cenſure. We are at ſome loſs to find our 


bis new Ordinal. He does not probably mean, and cer- 


tainly he does not intend to be underſtood of that pub- 
liſhed by Authority in K. James the fixth's Time, and 
we know of no other, that ever was drawn up or deln 
ed for the Uſe of the Church of Scotland. 


The making a Quarrel of deſigning Additions to the i 


Catechiſm, proves nothing ſo clearly, as a great Inclinati- 
on to ſind Fault. If the Docttine be ſound (which he 
does not pretend to call in Queſtion) the Precedent of 
ſome of the beſt Divines in all Countries warrant the do- 


ing it, even without Authority, And if the Plan foe. - 
preliminary Inſtructions to Confirmation laid down by 


one of our Biſhops, were once publiſhed as completed by 
another, it is not doubted but Mr. S- himſelf would 
renew and ratiiy the Approbation he gave of tlie Project 
in 1738, and allow it to be an excellent Supplement to 
an excellent Catechiſm, and both together to be a noble 
Standard far performing that important Paſtoral Duty a» 
right. And for one Argument to reconcile him to it, 
and ſhow him how much it is wanted-with us, it mighr 
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free his new Correſpondent Mr/'.Fife ſtom the ſtrange 
Abſurdity ot making ſuch an unnatural: Conjunction as 
he ages of the Church and the Conventicle : For I am 
certainly informed, that in his catechetical Exerciſes, he 
afks two Queſtions from the Meſtminſter Rhapſody, for 


| One he does from the Liturgy. a Sl 25 9 we x Lp | 
can make no Judgment, what he may have found in 


the Papers Mr. Fiz ſent him; but am confident, if they be 


gerwine, they contain nothing contrary, nay, that in ma- 


nyithings they are a Confirmation of the above Account. 


It he has been informed ſrom them, or any otherwiſeg 


any Iaſtances of Hardſhip or Oppre fon that Mr. % % 


lies under, I cannot ſo much as imaging what the) ho 


be: There are none known here; but what are the natu- 
ral Conſequences of the mean Irtegularities he hath in - 
dulged himſelf in. For all the Compliment Mr. $---- 


pays to his Learning and Courage, he ſeems to be an in- 
tire Stranger to his true Character, tho' he fairly riſks his 
own ſor him. Phe Part he has acted for thoſe he has e- 
fpouſed, has been his Protection with the other Side. 
And if Mr S himſelf has any Preſbyter that has op- 


poſed his Authority, and treated his Perſon with ſuch 
Malice and Scurrility, whom yet hee hath treated as Mr. 


Dundaſ has been, Lmuſt ſay, He has ſhown greater Re- 


gatd, and obſerved more Decency to ſuch an One, than 
de hath done t Colleagues, who never gave him any juſt 
Sound of Offence, and over whom he has not the leaſt 


good Claim of Authority and Juriſdictionn: 


Mie ate ſotry to ſee the Mixture (which even here 
de pleads fur) ſo groſly adulterated, by immediately ſub- 


eople in tlieir Error, and hardening them in Schiſm; 


and he hath fully juſtified us in this Interpretation of his 
Expreſſions and Conduct, by a Letter of the 12th of 
Member, directed tò the fame Perſon, which we ſhall 

here likewiſe inſert, as it is juſt c | 


me to Hand. 
e , n 2 | 
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Ned. 


Joining what ſounds to us, to be a Prayer for confirming 
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I received yours of the 5 wo Olio, 1935 am. 0. 
e bliged to you for the Account you give ok the irregular 
< Promotion of ſeveral of your Biſhops, which is a Piece 
of Hiſtory, I was not throuahly acquainted wich. 3 
„ Lou are pleaſed to delire my Opinion in ſeveral 
6 Things, and Iſt, With Regard. to Mr. Raitt, I think 
it is very clear, that his ſettin up a Conventicle many 

* Years ago, in Oppoſition to Bie Ouchterlony, was 
bighly tchitmarical. - But J am informed, that u on 
bee the Concordate, or at leaſt ſeveral Yeats be! re 
we worthy Biſhop died, he admitted Mr. Raitt to his 
60 Communion, and allowed him to act as one of his Prg- 


e ſhyters. If this be true, I conceive that after his Re, 
e conciliation with his Biſhop, he could not be faid tQ | 


Kube in a. State of Schiſm, and conſequently being thus, 


& Refus in Curia, he might be uf promoted to the 


66. Epiſcopate, 1 955 3 
„ 2dly, It appears that there were ſeveral Biſhops" tre- 
cen pularly and ſchiſmatically conſecrated, ſuch, as Mefirs, 
4 Rettray,: Dunbar and Keith; but as I take it, this 
«. Breach was afterwards made up by the Concordate, 
and the Irregularity diſcharged by thoſe lawful Biſhops 
ho had, I ſuppoſe, Authority to do ſo, in order there- 
by to reſtore Peace to the Church. And as to Mr, 
ee IM pite's Promotion, whatever Irregularity there might 
bein it, or Oppoſition made againſt it, at firſt, yet 


< am told, that afterwards his Epiſcopal Character was, 
e acknowledged both by the Primus and Biſhop Ouchter- 


<« 1ony, or at leaſt, by the Survivers of them; and if that 
„ were lo, there could be no farther Objettion againſt 
&. him. And with Regard to the other Biſhops, who 
<< were afterwards conſecrated, I don't ſee that any Juſt 
Exception can lie againſt theig Promotion. 

„What I have to except againſt them all, is this, that 
ee by making and impoſing new Canons, contrary to the 


Go. Sons and-Laws of your eſtabliſhed. FD and 
| +12 '; © IC 
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* their own. moſt ſolemn Vows at their Ordination and 


is Conſecration, they have ceaſed to be true Members of 
ce it, as la will Biſhops thereof 3 they have ſet up a new 


1 &« Church of their own, in Oppoſition to the National, 
e and therefore are not in Communion with it; nor with 


e the Church of England, which acknowledges no other 
c Communion as El, but that ot the National Church, 


cr 425 it is eſtabliſhed among you, both by the Canons of 
zh our former and regular Synods, and the Laws of the 
& 


calm, confirming theſe Canons. Now, all your Bi- 


te ſhops have unneceſſarily, and without any Cale wa. * 
5 "Reaſon, bfoke the Conſtitution of your Church#and 
«© * are; therefore guilty of Schiſm and Rebellion; ; 


5 
$4, 4 


oppoſing the ſuperior Authority of a National 8y= 
« 0 and Rebellion, in violating the Juilt Laws of the 
6. Realm. 
1 4 And ſince it alſo een "that they look upon theſs 
&* Ufages as eſſential to the Adminiſtration of. the holy 
<« Euchariſt, and reject the Office of our Church, upon 
& Prètence of wanting them, ſince Biſhop Rartt de- 
& clared he was not in Communion with our Church, 


te arid had nothing ta do with vit ; this is a farther. De: 


“ monſtration of thtir Schiſm. Theſe are the Reaſons 


“ that are of Weight with me, to believe them not to 


dc he of our Communion, and to have no farther Com- 


„ merce with ſuch as [have involved memſelyes in fac 


+ notorious Crimes. 
On the 26th of June mY I wrote Ae upon this 


9 melancholy Affair to the Prinms, and ſent a Propoſal 


& for compofing your Differences, in which two of my 


« Colleagues Joined with me. "The Propoſal is * Jo 


& lows; +, a „„ x: 
I. That you ſuſp WP: "ne Die, the Tcoation of alt 
cc new Sie as {= Unis contrary to your Nati- 
& onal” Church- Conſtitution, and that you never at- 
«< tempt the like for the Time to come; but content 
6 yourſelves with the laudable Example of your Prede- 


dc ee With r the old ones already legally - 


6c _and 
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3 N 109 * 90 
C g5f0 een enacted: And that in all your * 
* _< Conſulations, you conſider only of theþ © Mien i | 
- *- doing fo, i 14 Jah 
II. That you'll eſtabliſhrthe 72 Article of the Genes. 
6, date, wherein the two Liturgies are put upon an equal 
„% Foot; and that in order to the true and right Obſer- 
% vation of that Article, you direct all the Clergy: not to 
0 deviate in the leaſt Tittle from the Words or Pubric of 
| either of them, by either adding to, or mutilating, or 
| tranſpoſing any Part thereof; and for the ſfopping all 
Nliſapprehenſions, that you and all; Preſbyters uſing 
ie Scottiſb Liturgy, ſhall at leaft once a Year, offici- 
66 ate by the Exgliſb, to demonſtrate. yaur perfect Agree- 
c ment and Communion with the Church: of England, 
c and that you will declare, that you will communicate 
9 beer epi either Liturgy is uſed; and laſtly, 
„. that you will make no Alteration in any other Part of 
«© the Book of Comman=- Prayer, or in the Forms of Ordi- 
c nation, but will, in the Conſecration- Of Biſhops, either 
E . „ uſeſ the Scott i or Eugliſ Forms, and in the Ordina« 
4 tioꝝ of Prieſts and: Deacons, the Engli/h only. ö 
III. That to ſhew your earneſt Deſire of perſectly 
« eſtablifhing the Peace and Unity of the Church, yon 
6 will pleaſe to declare, that either out of your own free 
Grace, and Favour, or upon our Requeſt and Medi. 
« ation, which you will, you are willing to relax the 
- <. Rigour of Diſcipline, and to receive any/Clergyman in 
c his proper Character and Station, and his People to 
„“ -Communion, who having been guilty of no other 
6 Crime, bat fimply ſeparating from you, or who being 
0 5 Cenſure for ſuch Separation only, thall return 


e“ to hour Communion. 
| o this Propoſal made by. three of us, hey never 

ce yet vouchſaſed to return any Anſwer, and I dare fa 1 

e never will. The Conſequence of which is, That they 

« reſolve to perſiſt in their Schiſm and Rebellion, and 

they being thus ſeparated, both from your own _ 1 

* tional — and irom ours, which 3 is in Communi ä 
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ec '6n with it; we cannot look upon thein as rightſul and 
<< lawyful Biſhops, or believe that any Obedience i is due to 
them from the Clergy and People, You do well therefore, 


c in oppaling their pretended: Authority, and fo long as 


you 2 00 ſo, and ſtrictly adhere to the Liturgy and 


« Communion; of our Church, I doubt not but God 
e will give a Bleſſing to your Adminiſtrations, and a- 


bundantly ſupply the Defect of a lawful-Biſhop, among 


vou; for which you ſhall Never barges my moſt fervent 


bo Prayers, | 


Tou defire to know how to do wi ith thoſe who! : * 


vc 


never confirmed, when they deſire to communica# at 


the Lord's Tabie. To this I anſwer, That thè Ru- 
brick at the End of the Office for Genfirmation, gives 


4 
cc 
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cc 
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count of your great Diſtance from one: In this Cafe 
c 


60 


<c 


<& there is no Reaſon to doubt but God will graciouſly 


85 
& 
<< 
cc 
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and Courage to perſevere in the Truth. 157 


a ſufficient Direction what is to be done in your Cir- 


cumſtances. The Rubrick ſays, That none ſhall be 


admitted to the holy Communion; until ſuch Time as 
he be confirmed, or be ready, and be defirous to be 
confirmed. Now, being it is an Act of Schiſm, and 
therefore criminal, to ſeek Confirmation from the 
Hands of ſchiſmatical Billpps, and you cannot have 
this holy Rite adminiſtred by a lawful Biſhop, on ac- 


of Neceſſity, being ready and defirous to be confirmed, is 
ſufficient for Admiſſion to the holy Communion ; and 


accept the Will for the Deed. _ You will pleaſe to re- * 
turn Doctor Calvi! Thanks for his kind Letter, and- 
with my beſt. Reſpects to him and Mr. Dundass, and 
my hearty Prayers that God would give you — 


Revd, Sir, | 4 
8 e very afeftimate Brother, | 
4 _ and Servant; 

| G. Smith. 


Now here, whether ' it be that Fonda for a 8 te 


* of his own hurries — on blind- fold, or that an 


Humour 


E | 
Humour of ambitiouſly encroaching upon others, inſatu- 
ates even a good Judgment, he grants and retracts, gives 
Laws and condemns at a moſt extravagant Rate. There 
is ſure no more neceflary to fix the Imputation of Schiſm 
upon himſelf and his Correſpondent, to the Conviction 
of all but themſelves, than the two Conceſſions he makes 
in this. If we have Biſhops regularly inveſted with that 
Character (or at leaſt, as he allows, whoſe: Promotion 
has no eſſential Nullity that now ſticks to it) what Epi- 
ſcopal Principles are they, that will admit, or what ci- 
nil Laws will he plead upon, for oppoſing their Authori- 
die For our own Parts, we own ourſelves to be unac- 


quaited with any Conſtitution of the Catholic- Church, 


or of our own, or any Country that will allow ug to 
have valid Confettations; and not allow us to have a Na- 
tional Church. The Gentleman Mr. Smith mentions 
here, once in Converſation with Mr. Raitt, denied our 


having any Epiſcopal Church in Scotland, but he was a | 1 
little more conſiſtent, at leaſt, becauſe he founded his Aſ- 1 
ſertion upon our having no ＋ and therefore profeſ- = 
-| fed he was a Member of the Church of England. We 1 
ſhall ſay nothing juſt now of the Abſurdity of this, at the 1 
very Time he was applying to a Scots Biſhop, and under ef 2 
the Character of a local one too; nor of the Diffi- | i853 
culty of producing any one Argument or Criterion, that 2 
will make the-preſent Engli//b., Conſecrations good, and 1 
nat conclude with, at leaſt, the ſame Strength for ours. BY 
For the Deſign of touching upon it juſt now is, that we 13 
ind Mr Raitt has been miſrepreſented. in the Anſwer he | 1 
11 * made, which was to this Purpoſe, as can be inſtructed by 1 
ar- Witneſſes, That no Man was properly a Member BE 


any Church, but that to which his Birth and Reſi- 
e dence confined him, and that our Relation to the 
« Church of England was, that of Brotherhood to a Si- 
„ ſter-Church, and not of Memberſhip. ? And this 
Tie of Communion Mr. Raitt never directly nor indirect- 
1y diſclaimed, and folemnly declares once more, that he 
never ſhall, F it can be kept upon any Catholic and 2 
1 | 1 
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7b Term. Which he reckons none will eſteem the 


ſubjeing our National Church to any foreign Juriſdi- 
Ction, and doubts not but Mr. Smith may be well aſſured 


by this Time, that the Clergy in this Country are pretty 
unanimouſly determined to ſtand by their Independency. 
- But it ſeems Mr. S- is reſolved, that we ſhall, in his 
Account, have no Church, if we pretend, on any Occaſi- 
on whatever, to hold Synode. * 
And ſince he harps ſo continually on this jarring String, 
he will excuſe us to tell him, that we know more than 


torting any thing perſonal, we ſhall enter no farther into 
them; than to tell him, in our own Defence, That we 
think ourſelves much ' ſafer againſt any juſt Charge of 
Schiſm or Rebellion, by holding Synods, as the Exigen- 
cies of our Affairs, and the Regulation of the common 
Concerns of our Church require, and in Conſideration of 
the Diſad vantage of our Circumſtances pretending to no 
Civil Authority for ſo 'doing, nor any legal Sanction of 


the Canons; than if we ſhould (after counteracting our 


Conſtitution, and unneceſſarily departing ſrom it, in that 


very Inſtance, on which any Authority from it can be 


founded) claim a Power of interpreting the ſtanding 
Laws according to our own Fancies, againſt the expreſs 
Terms and evident Intention of them. Our Synods 
(thoꝰ ſome of them perhaps want a Review) have made 
nd ſuch Innovations upon our Conſtitution, nor made 
ſuch firange Work with our Liturgy and our Laws, as 
das been done (by whom Mr. Smith knows) in a private 
Manner, and fingle- Capacity, and that under the Pre- 
tence of a ſtriẽt "Adherence to the Letter of the Exgliſb 
Conſtitution. Had we caſt ſuch a groſs Reflexion upon 
the Engliſp Office, made a Declaration that ſuppoſed and 
granted it to be defective, and ſet the authentic Deeds 
of their Church at open Variance, Mr. S. -- would have 


him. 


had a better Handle againſt us, than any we rene 
, "As 


perhaps he is aware of, of the true Ground of his Quarrek,.;. 
with Synods. But as we have no Intention of dipas R 
into Matters foreign to us, and leſs of recriminating re- 


-4 


# 


E 
„„ WS 3. 
e . 
As to the Charge of Rebellion, we ſnall aſk. no more. 
of Me. $-+--,;but. that he allow, us to be as irreproacha- 
ble upon that Head, as Mr. Collier who preſided, and his“ 
Colleagues, who aſſiſted at the laſt Eugiiſʒ Synod, were 
khown to all the World to be. For we ſhall never pre- 
nd to:underſtand better, adhere more cloſely, or recon- 
cile more happily the Conſtitution of the Catholic 
god Men did. neee e ee N J 


into, gur Conſtitütian bow 30 03 2 
But Mr. $--+- would tempt one to believe that he is 


thought him ſome what wavering before ; Before we ſur- 
render, let us take a ſhort View of what we have to ex- 


pect. And for the 1/7. Article, enough, wepreſume, has 
been ſaid upon the Subject of Synods already; but what 
can he mean by his 2d? Muſt we give him our Judg- 
ments together with our Freedom (which indeed, has 
too commonly been the Caſe) and enact Nonſenſe to 
pleaſe him; by appointing the two Liturgies to be upon 
the ſame Footing, ht diſcharging any one from preſuming 
zo uſe the Scots Liturgy only ? And what can the View of 
binding the Ordinals@be, after all that has been ſaid a- 
Oy P aeuinſt 


. 
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| 

| 

[ 
| 
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vernours, to ſtrike at all Eccleſiaſtical Authority, and un- 


6409 he 
gainſt intermixing Liturgies or Offices? Unleſs it be to 
mow our more intire Vaſfalage to the Biſhop of Byrn- 


hall; for we ſhall not charge the Chtirch of England 


with ſuch domineering Deſignus; and the leſs, that of 
the two Colleagues Mr. Sith tells us, he has concurring' 
with him, ws find the one, in his Letter to him, diſſen- 
ting from his Manner of Expreſſion, and declaring for 
the preſetving, and ſupporting the Epiſcopal Authority 
among us, and preventing its being cruſhed between the 
Extremes of Haughtineſs and Contempt: And the o- 
ther profeſſing for himſelf, and undertaking (we fear wis. 
tbout Warrant. from Mr. S----) to be ready to go inf 
any healing Meaſures, we ourſelves ſhould propoſe. 
indeed is fair dealing with us, as Brethren ; and Were 
there any Breach, as we know of none, but what Mr. 
$---+ labours hard to make and maintain, they might be 


liſtned to, as keeping up the Equity and Impartiality of 
Medlators. Which, if they have a mind to try their 
Hand at, they will have little elſe to do, but to bring 


their Brother to Reaſon and Temper. He indeed bas 
made us a little jealous and ſuſpicious, which he increaſes 
by his 34 Propoſal,” nF 

As to which, we ſhall only obſerve; that if he were in⸗ 


terceeding for the Penitent, he might be allowed to ack 


in Character, which even Charity itſelf, we apprehend, 


can ſcarcely believe of him, while he interpoſes for Ob- 


ſtinacy and Schiſm. Certainly it were much more ſui- 
table in a Chriſtian Biſhop, to endeavour to bring his 


Correſpondents to a Senſe and Acknowledgement of their 


Error and their Sin; than by affording them Counte- 
nance and Weapons againſt their proper ſpiritual Go- 
dermine his own, out of a rivetted Grudge igainſt Bre- 
thren who deſire to live in Peace with him, h“ they 


cannot ſubmit to buy it at the Expence of Truth and Order, 


the giving up to him the Rights of the Church and of their 
Country thas are depofired ie their Hande. | 
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As to the other Shred of his long Letter,. which was 
incloſed in this, unleſs he deſigns to point out the moſt 
material Parts of ſuch, weariſome Pieces, he might faye 
Himſelf the Trouble ot giving ſuch Exttacts, for f 8 


” 
- 


1 


Whole was in the Hands he deſigned this for, and in ma- 

ny others before. The very looſe incongraous Reaſoning 

in it, is evidently founded moſtly. on a miſtaken State of 

the Fact. And indeed it muſt be owned that Mr. S 

ede have much of the moſt. blameable Part of 1 

Condudt to anſwer far. .. For except where he is biaſſed by 

„ Fondneſs of a Parent for his dear 1mplication-Schemey: 

whi®,. we imagine, he intends to force us to adopt 3 

when his Iuformation is any thing fair and full, he has. A 

given us an Evidence in the Beginning of this very Let-, - 

ter, that he can determine pretty, honeſtly. . For which, Fl 

We Naben him ou Dhanke, in caſe ori miſs of ic, 

rom his new Correſpondents, who may not inmproba» 

bly, becauſe very reaſonably. think, Thal their 8 50 

more. hurt by bis Conceſſions, than it is aduanced by ali bis 

JJ 8 16 0 1:6, 91 

For all the Treatment we have had therefore, we. do 

not abſolutely deſpair of diſabuſing him, and with that 

View have been the more minute in the Accounts of 

what we could ſuſpect had been miſrepreſented to him. 
And if there be any thing that he does not find obvi- 

ated and refuted here, if he would reaſſume a brotherly. : 

Character, and propoſe it, not in that authoritative dam 

natory Manner that he hath taken up of late, and is ſo 

Foy wy of Digeſtion, we would not doubt to give him Satiſ- 
faction. = 


— 


That he hath. been impoſed upon in the. Inforination iz 
that hath engaged him in this Step that reflects ſo much _— 


upon his Character, it is not doubted the preceeding Nar- 

rative will.canvince him. As for, the Part of it, he ſays, 

he, had from one of our Biſhops, he hath in Part denied it 

already, and it is not doubted but he will fully and pub- - -_ 

lickly clear himſelf of the whole. And the rather we 

expect this, that if he ſhould delay or fail in it, it cap” 
2 | TT ſcafce 


. — 
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7 ſcarce miſs to open his Collegues Eyes, to ſee what they 
14 | Gnnot as yet allow themſelves to believe.” Ini the mean 
Time, it looks a Tittle odd and inconſiſtent in Mr. Si, 
= id plead upon a Teſtimony, and at the fame Time ob- 
CY ferve that it was ſelf-condemned, as proceeding from ont 


Who had previouſly adviſed the Cenſurfrmmmee. 
But not to give Way to harſh Conjectures or Expre f 
flons on this Head, Mr, Raitt 1s ſenfible That very good 
Nen may..be. impoſed upon, and carried very unwarranable 
Lengths by Prejudice aud Miſinformition': And much is 


4 


eQted from them: when ict 1ree from that wrong Bi 


IT The; Account he has now given, he will not allow. n. 
*  Kfto doubt, will difabuſe Mr. 8. —, and make hilft re- 
voke what he has done. But if he ſhould perſiſt in it, be 
reckons he needs not tell him what the Conſequences are 

to himſelf, and that it can never alter nor mend the Caſe 

che Whit, to thoſe He eſpouſes. He cannot imagine him 

to be ignorant, thar it has always beefi admitted among 

the frſt Principles bf Catholic Unity, confirmed by the 
Prattice.of all Chf dn Bihops, (wick the Exception hi- 

therto, only of that of Rome) That, while the Biſhops af 

a National Church, kept cloſe to the Terins of one Faith 

aud one Communion, there ntttr thild be any ge Grund 

fx any "Stranger Blieb or Biſhops, t6 intermeddle with 


o 


" | their Apart, or «th their Florks, Now that out Sols 


one Article, àamidſt all the Calumnies that have been 


1 thtown out àgainſt them, Has not ſo much as been ſuſpe- 
IF cked, or infinuated” àgainſt any one of them. And if 
= there be (as God forbid there ſhou}d)-any' final Breach of 


Communion. with their Siſter Church, to whoſe Account 


it'is to be charged, may appear from what has been Alrea- 


dy ad, and wil kal be more evident trom the following 
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= / Whereas, by the firft Article of the Concordate in 


| 1 Derr. 17 31, the Clergy of Scotland are allowed the optional, 


publie 


4 
* 1. 


Biſhops have made any Defection from the Faith in any 


Lifcretionary Uſe of the Scottiſh or Engliſh Liturgy in the 


public divine Service, and tied down, to one or ol rof 
i bf the holy K 
do have been intended for debarring and 'prohibiting the 


that I had no ſuch Intention, by this, but that this EN 


What it's Name'imports and it originally was, the'Means 
making up 2 Breach among our Na jonal Biſhops, 


mong thoſe Who are now inveſted with the Characker. 


this Freedom. By that Expreſſion, I meant only Whar 


Reaſons I cou d for it's Preference z but not ahy autno=. 
ritative Requiring, by interpoſing a Command or Order. 


England in his Time, who reckoned the authorizing the 


and keeping Uniformity with the Church of England, 


”. 


(Wy 
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them, particulaily in the Celebration Of the holy. C6 
munion ; and'whereas, ſome hape conſtructed the vaca- 
ting of this Concordate in, the Synod held lag Year, 


Uſe of the Ei Liturgy in this' Kingdom, 1 declare 
and J have good, Ground to believe, that the reſt of m 


t. Reverend Colleagues arè rendy w declare the fam 8 


preſſion 1. 85 only the Concordate's having ceaſed to be, 


thröngh the total Demiſe of one Party concerned in fra 
ming it, and the unanimous Agreement in Sentiment a» 


And as to the free Choice of the Communion-Officeg, 
introduced and eſtabliſhed by it, I declare, that any. Clers 
gyman under my InſpeQtion, who chooſes to'adminiſter 
by the Engliſb Liturgy, has ſtill the fame Freedom that 
he enjoyed by Virtue+ of that Concordate. Nor 10 0 
intend, by agreeing to recommend the Uſe of the Sr 
Liturgy in the ſtrongeſt Mariner, to abridge my Clergy of 


* 
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it probably fignifies, the giving the beſt and ſtronger” 


None of us have ever diſcharged the Uſe of the Engliſh, 
Liturgy, nor can any. of the few who adminiſter the Eu- 

chariſt by it only, ſay that they have met with any Cen- 3. 
iure or Reprimand for ſo doing, or been otherwile treated _. $8 


c ( — 
With Reſpect to the uſing our own. Liturgy, I and. _ 


all my Brethren declare ourſelves io be of the ſame Mind. + 
with the blefled Martyr K. Charles I. and with thoſe. 
great Lights of the Church, the Biſhops of Scotland and: 
Vie of the the Scortiſb Liturgy here, to be the eſtabhſhing 


and 


. 
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© Now this Independency which we claim, none can des 
ny us without acting contrary to the Principles and 


the Laws and Conſtitution of the Church of England lor 


the declares in a moſt ſolemn Manner, and hath prehxed | 


it to her own Liturgy, * That ſhe condemns no other 
Nation for uſing theirs, nor preſcribes any thing, but to 
4e er own People only. And that we are fatistied with 
but Part of this Liberty, without any hoſtile Intentions 
againſt the Offices of a Siſter- Church, or further Deſigns 
of Innovation, Mr S. profeſſes, Par. 12. of his long; 
Letter, that he has ſeen, and is ſatisfied with the Decla- 
rations of the other Biſhops, and the above may ſerve for; 


Mr. Raitt, againſt whorn, if there has been any Suſpici- 


ons, he has now, it is hoped, fully removed them, 


II Mr. $---- ſhould pretend to retrad this, and to give, 


no Heed to theſe” Declarations, what can it be. imputed. 
to, but an obſtinate Refalution, not to admit of any De- 
fence the Scots Biſhops can poſſibly make for themſelves, 

The preceeding Account may . ſatisfy him, that we 
have no unfavourable Thoughts nor | Deſigns againſt 
the "Engliſh Liturgy ; and that tho' many. among us 
prefer our. own Communion-Office, . yet there have 
been no Methods of Craft or Violence uſed, to obtrude 


it upon any, On the contrary, all hefe, and all the In- 


peaceablenejs and . among us, ariſe from them, 
who not content with ba vj diſcretionary -Uſe of the En- 
liſh Office, uſe all their Endeavours 10 57 4 ſuppreſs: 
the Scots: And who, when they haue dotbing to complain 
of, they can ſay they feel, have Retourſe lo * 
R | 8 an 
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- HE nd: 'Suſp itions, 5 exfaiſite 47 5 e in 6. 22 
+0] "4k 3 PN 1 Calumny and Detration, . - ee 
e Mr. S. will needs confederate,. and 'becotne.. F 
| * oO to fuch, It is hard, if Fins Ig farther in hit vi- 
* ent uſurpin "Meaſures, the Mor) of the d iritual Sove=" | 
137  Caignty / "of Rome cannot furniſh him 2100 eme Pretext,. _ 
'* © not quite fo abſurd' and tidiculous, as that be now uſes, of _ 
ein the ronflitution, and maintaining the Communion 
J National Church, in Oppoſition to all the Biſhops * i 
1 who o/e Orthodoxy and Loyalty he cannot impeach, _ 
1 7 t much other and better Things are expected of him. 
n * Ye hall not, till we fee; figure to Ourſelyes a Hildebrand. 
of P1 1 the Head of. his Cabal, 1 yea of the moderate 5 
NR S-==-, dt We once "believed, and fill hope he will 
abs prove himſelf.” We ſhall not imagine he will think it * | 
bow him to drop a Cauſe which he has once out of Mie. 
ſtäke and Mifinformation engaged in; eſpecially. ſince he 
. fo judicioufly cautions others, Not t0:fu fer 4 Fondnueſt for- 
0 an Opinion, to carry them too "far ; ; and while they are rea- 
1 tous for what is in itſelf innocent and good, not to give a 
n iy Handle of, raiſing a ſtrong Objection againſt .. | 
Me take the Advice which he gives us, P. 36. of the 
2 ame Pamphlet, of keeping cloſe to dur Rule preſcribed in. . 
7) the Concordate, which hath not been infringed in any 
done Article; or any one Inſtance among us. And for fear” 
be ſhonld decline to take-our Advice, alt that we ſhall 
| 3 inſiſt on, is, that he will follow his own, in the Page im- 
N mediately preceeding; Not to take up with Prejudices 
| ' which the long Cuſtom of thinking only en one Side, has in- 
#4 4 flilled into him, without Nriftly inquiring whether they ſtand 
1 upon a firm Foundation, 
FF Let me therefore, by the Bowels of our Lord Jeſus 
PE Chriſt, conjure all in this Country, to lay afide Paſſion 
Þ and Prejudice, and calmly conſider with themſelves, what 
Bo the Iſſue of ſuch Jarrs and diviſive Courſes muſt be to this 
1 poor afflicted Church; how they weaken the common 
Is Cauſe, we all, I truſt; at Heart, wiſh well to, and expoſe 
us to Schiſmaticks and Libertines on all . Let us 
= not 
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